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Another Risk: Your Anxiety, Your Inactivity & Your Fridge
You’re worried about
coronavirus,
both as a
health peril
and a financial threat.
You’re out of sorts because you’ve joined the
emergency work-fromhome brigade. Nothing
feels certain, except
your powerlessness.
You seek solace and
companionship from a
friend you don’t often
see during normal work
hours: the refrigerator.
Now back to the theme
of health and wellness
during a national crisis. Beyond the life-anddeath risks of COVID-

19, dealing with this
pandemic is upending
all aspects of life as you
knew it. News reports
are freaking you out.
You’re anxious about
your own health and
family members’. Longplanned events, from
spring-break trips to children’s birthday parties,
are imperiled. Options
for coping feel limited,
but, yes, the fast-food
drive-thru is open.
These ripple effects of
coronavirus are real,
and signs of stress are
normal: excessive worry, irritability, insomnia,
an increase or decrease
in energy, having diffi-
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Sermons on YouTube

Dear Friends in Christ
Dear friends
in Christ,
“God is our
refuge and
strength, a
very present
help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1).
The entities of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS), including
her seminaries and universities, have been taking various actions in response to government
recommendations and
mandates to try to stem
the spread of COVID-19.
At this time, our global

culty giving or accepting
help, wanting to be
alone, an increase in
use of tobacco, alcohol
and drugs. Those are
some of the impacts,
according to a federal
government fact sheet
with the alarming headline: “Coping with
Stress During Infectious
Disease Outbreaks”.
A few deep breaths and
we’ll continue. The best
advice we’re seeing
starts with acknowledging the strange reality of
the moment, taking all
precautions possible to
keep yourself and family members safe, and

missionaries and their
families are all well. Some
are quarantined in their
respective countries by
local governments, and
we have put in place a
temporary travel ban for
their safety and that of
others.
We do not want to add to
what at times seems like
a circus of media hype
and political nonsense.
Therefore, I would like to
address you, the people of
the LCMS, directly.
We owe our local and na(Continued on page 4)

If you will not be in
church Sunday because
of COVID-19 fear we still
want you to be a part of
the proclamation of the
WORD.
We will have a live
stream option available
on Sunday, March
22nd. The link is:
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCafqaP4ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ

and the same in the
You Tube app for
mobile devices
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES: February 25, 2020

“Serving GOD and the
community since 1898”

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gerald Erjavec
847-671-1677
gerjavec@mindspring.com
Vice-Chairman
Ray Bernero
708-456-4344
bernero@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Kurt Kugelberg
630-248-2571
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Marian Sperling
847-288-0334
mjsperling@sbcglobal.net
Financial Secretary
Tim Saar
847-455-2123
timsaar@gmail.com
Elders
Harry McGinnis
708-837-9753
hmcginni@triton.edu
Properties
Bob Schultz
schultzie44@att.net
At-Large
Liz Mork
708-453-2187
lizmork@comcast.net
Diana Arndt
847-455-5193
dlarndt623@yahoo.com

Attendance:
Pastor
Gallup, Jerry
Erjavec, Bob
Schultz,
Diana Arndt, Marian
Sperling, Liz Mork, Kurt
Kugelberg & Peggy
Shabez
Opening Prayer: 7pm
Approval of past Minutes:
Motion passed unanimously
Official Acts: none
Treasurer’s Report: All
bills are current $46,672.50 in checking;
about $203,000 in LCEF
- $22,000 for roof
Financial Secretary’s Report: emailed report.
New weekly need is

Spring CleanupApril 4th
Easter BreakfastApril 12th

$2,115
Pastor’s Report: Please
come to mid-week Lenten services
Deacons Report: none
Properties Report:
*Roof-Pastor will talk
with Woods Construction
re matter. Most companies want an Architect/
engineer study
*Asphalt will be repaired
once weather breaks; we
should consider resealing surface again because snowplow damage
*May change our insurance policy for better value and to save money
Pastor reviewing matter
*Thanks to Bob, John
Fuerst and the Runblads

for changing the lights in
multi-purpose room
*replaced the valves on
drinking fountain
Ad hoc committees:
Panera has a 20% fundraising program
Vice Chairman’s Report:
*Prepared list of deep
cleaning needs to get a
cost estimate
*June-August Picket
Fence will be using multipurpose room
Old Business: none
New Business: none
next meeting March 24,
2020
Closing – Lord’s Prayer
7:29pm
Respectfully submitted
Kurt Kugelberg, Secretary

A Prayer for Those Treating
Those Sick with COVID-19
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Stewardship: Tithing ...
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most
common questions a
person might ask is not
whether a Christian
should give to their
church. Everyone knows
this. Of course, Christians should give to their
church.
The most common
question: “How much
should I give?” But what
they really mean is this:
“Should Christians give a
tithe of their income to
their local congregation?” So, let’s look at
why you should or
should not tithe.
Following are some reasons often offered for
why Christians shouldn’t
give a tithe to their
church.
Some say you shouldn’t
tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in
the New Testament.
Lacking that command,
there is no “Thus saith
the Lord” and no
“should” for giving a
tithe to your congregation.
Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much
broader than money.
They give of their time
and their talents, and
these, together with
treasures (money), add
up to more than a tithe.

Still others say they
give of their treasures
to other things besides
their congregation, and
they want to support
those things alongside
their church.
And there are those
who think Christians
shouldn’t tithe because
of fear. If they tithe,
they are afraid their gift
will be misused, and
they are afraid they
won’t have enough to
get the things they use,
want, or need.
Following are some
reasons for why Christians should give a tithe
to their church.
Even though the New
Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the
Old Testament people
were commanded to
tithe and did. On top of
this, St. Paul often describes the giving Christians are to do in similar
terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits
of their income (1 Cor.
6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor.
9:2–7).

But here’s another way
to think about it. What
was the point of the
tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it go?
The reason for the Old
Testament tithe was to
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God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Difference

Year *

360

$16,392.00

$16,920

-($528.00)

Mar 1+

74

$2,767.00

$2,115

+$652.00

Mar 8+

42

$2,017.00

$2,115

-($98.00)

Mar 15+

49

$1,621.00

$2,115

-($494.00)

Mar 22+

48

$745.00

$2,115

-($1,370.00)

$23,542.00

$25,380

-($1,838.00)

Mar 29+

YEAR

573

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers

support the full ministry of
the Levites. They were not
given any land because
they had no time to farm;
their full-time job was the
ministry.
What does it say in the
New Testament? “The
Lord has commanded that
those who preach the
Gospel should make their
living from the Gospel” (1
Cor. 9:14). This is the
verse that Luther put in
the Small Catechism’s
Table of Duties to cover
what Christians owe to
the support of the ministry.
It seems clear from both
the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is
the goal of Christians in
their giving. But what if
we’re not there yet? How
should we handle this?
What are we to do?
Let’s answer this by asking a different question
about something entirely
different. What would you

say to your adult children
who only attended church
quarterly or once a
month? There, is after all,
no passage in the New
Testament that requires
Christians to go to church
weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is
the closest we have, and
it states simply for Christians to not neglect gathering together. Even
though there is no passage that commands
Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the
Old and New Testaments.
It is the goal.
So, what would you say to
that son or daughter? I’d
expect that conversation
would be something like
this: “I’m glad you’re still
going to church. It is a
wonderful blessing to
hear God’s promises of
forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His
gifts in the Word and the
(Continued on page 6)

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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Dear Friends in Christ (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

tional government
authorities
respect according to
the Fourth
Commandment. We owe
them our constant prayers according to specific
directives of St. Paul (1
Tim. 2:2). Within the last
24 hours, Dr. Anthony
Fauci of President
Trump’s White House
Task Force stated that
we are in a crucial period during which it is possible to significantly limit
the spread of the virus
by smart action on the
part of the public.
We have a duty of love
to our neighbors according to the Fifth Commandment. “We should
fear and love God so
that we do not hurt or
harm our neighbor in his
body, but help and support him in every physical need” (Luther’s Small
Catechism). The LCMS is
not hierarchical. I have
no authority to mandate
anything in this regard
to the 6,000 congregations of the Synod. Nor
would we want it any
other way. But I do have

the freedom and responsibility to urge all of us to
make a concerted effort
to act in ways that limit
exposure for ourselves
and advance the wellbeing of our neighbors, at
church and beyond.
This is a very fluid and
changing situation. Responses will not be uniform across the church.
As Luther noted in his
document on the plague
in Wittenberg, different
people will make different decisions based upon circumstance and vocation.
We trust our well-trained
clergy, as they consult
with each other, circuit
visitors and district leadership to take appropriate action in their context.
We trust the great lay
leaders of our congregations to discern appropriate action.
Given the seriousness of
this virus, as well as the
fluidity of this situation
and potential for much
greater infection, actions
may include, in some
places, forgoing church
services (and offering
online substitutes). We

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

trust the sanitary practices of our parishes
with respect to the Sacrament of the Altar. But
in these few weeks, individuals, pastors and
congregations will be
making decisions in light
of the crisis, on various
customary practices. We
must, in love, be patient
with one another as we
strive to be both faithful
and responsible. Also,
remember to be generous with your offerings
in these weeks when
attendance may be affected. We will soon provide the opportunity to
ask all manner of questions, including those on
the Lord’s Supper.
In Luke 21, Jesus foretold the kinds of things
that would mark the
time just before His
coming. Wars, rumors of
(Continued on page 5)
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Dear Friends in Christ (continued from page 4)
wars,
earthquake,
famine,
persecution and
much more. He also included pestilence. Many
great Christians, including Martin Luther 500
years ago, beheld the
mess of the world
around them and
thought the end must be
coming soon. But Jesus
said at the end of his
speech, “Now when
these things begin to
take place, straighten
up and raise your heads,
because your redemp-

tion is drawing
near” (Luke 21:28).
You all know Luther’s
great Reformation hymn,
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God.” It’s his hymn version of Psalm 46. But
you may not know that it
was written during the
plague in Wittenberg in
1527. “A mighty fortress
is our God, A trusty
shield and weapon; He
helps us free from ev’ry
need That hath us now
o’ertaken” (Lutheran Service Book 656:1). Your
times are in the hands
of the Lord (Ps. 31:15).
Your days are numbed
by Him (Ps. 139). In fact,

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

the very hairs of your
head are numbered (Luke
12:7). You have only the
resurrection to look forward to (John 11:25). And
you have the glorious apostolic promise: “All
things work together for
good, for those who are
called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
I plead your patience as
we all struggle through
this, along with our nation
and the world. I do know
this: that crosses always

drive people — including
us — to Jesus. Count on
it.
We’ll update you soon.
The Lord bless you and
keep you. The Lord
make His face shine upon you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up
His countenance upon
you and give you His
peace. Amen.
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
President, The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod

April 5 -Palm Sunday—9:15am
April 9 -Maundy Thursday —7pm
April 10 -Good Friday Service—7pm
April 12 -Easter Sunrise 7:45am
April 12 -Easter Service 9:15am
God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim & Marion Ashby
Chairpersons
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service
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Another Risk: Your Anxiety, Your Inactivity… (continued from page 1)
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

doing what you can to
protect the public at
large by contributing to
the defeat of this virus.
That’s why we’re all social distancing — yet the
isolation contributes significantly to stress.
You’ve suspended contact with friends and coworkers. It’s just you,
your TV and your anxiety-inducing social media
feed. So let’s talk about
caring for yourself. We
endorse the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention’s self-care
advice, which suggests
taking breaks from monitoring the news and obsessing over social media. Other sound advice
we’ve collected:

Stewardship: Tithing ...
Sacraments. But you
can do better, and it will
only be a blessing to
you. There is a better
way, and I’d really like
you to try to attain it.”
This same conversation
is how we should ap-

Take care of your spirit. Keep in touch with
friends. Meditate if that
helps. Unplug and unwind with other activities
you enjoy. Read for
pleasure (perhaps avoid
zombie lit).
Take care of your
body. Drink plenty of
water and cut back on
alcohol consumption.
Keep to a normal
schedule of waking and
going to bed and get
plenty of sleep.
“Maintaining some kind
of schedule can be really impactful in a positive
way for our mood,” Andrea Graham, an assistant professor of medical social sciences at
Northwestern University

Feinberg School of
Medicine.
No, really take care of
your body. Eat healthy.
Slap yourself before
scarfing down five cookies while reading
tweets. Instead, dive
into exercise. Do what
you can and do it daily,
whether it’s stretching,
walking or jogging.
Remember, there’s no
coronavirus on the running path. Going there
will shed some calories,
clear your head and lift
your spirit.
The coronavirus crisis is
real. So is the stress.
Take care of yourself.
Chicago Tribune

(continued from page 3)

proach the topic of the
tithe. It’s not specifically
commanded in the New
Testament, but it sure
seems like the implicit
expectation of both the
Old and New Testaments. So, the church is

ecstatic that you’re giving
when you’re giving in all
these ways – time, talents, and treasures.

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!
Our old church altar

www.lcms.org/witness

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Narvaez, Lilia
Hansen, Sandralee
Lutzow, Ronald
Schultz, Sherri
Romberg, Megan
Walsh, Jeanne
Husby, Dawn
Zoske, Doris
LeDuc, Zoë
Bazer, Donna Jo
Nicely, Elizabeth

01-Apr
02-Apr
07-Apr
07-Apr
08-Apr
08-Apr
09-Apr
09-Apr
11-Apr
15-Apr
15-Apr

Anniversaries
Wright, Madelyn
Hermansen, Amanda
Hulska, Joanne
Zefeldt, Daniel Jr.
Zefeldt, Jessica
Shabez, Peggy
Steimel, Daniel
Virzi, Nelson
Roseman, Cheryl
Czarnecki, Steve
Mork, Bryan

15-Apr
19-Apr
19-Apr
19-Apr
19-Apr
22-Apr
24-Apr
27-Apr
28-Apr
29-Apr
29-Apr

Karl & Nina Pergande
Ted & Phyllis Narvaez

29-Apr

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

April 2020
Sun

Mon

5

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

29

30

Palm Sunday
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

12
Easter Sunday
7:45am Service
9:15am Service (C)

19
2nd Sun of Easter
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

26
3rd Sun of Easter
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:15am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

