
“Entirely His” 

Romans 8:35-

39 - Who shall 

separate us 

from the love 

of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or dis-

tress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? As it is 

written, "For Your sake we 

are being killed all the day 

long; we are regarded as 

sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved 

us. For I am sure that nei-

ther death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor 

height nor depth, nor any-

member 

or friend 

through 

a win-

dow—so 

as not to potentially 

spread any disease or 

get it from someone else. 

  For believers, separa-

tion from others in the 

family of faith has its own 

difficulties, too. We draw 

special strength from 

gathering together in the 

Name of Jesus (see 1 Thes-

salonians 5:10-11; Hebrews 

10:24-25; Colossians 3:16). 
In the Apostles' Creed, 

we speak of "the holy 

Christian church, the 

(Continued on page 6) 

thing else in all creation, 

will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  These days we've all had 

to experience some type 

of disconnect from peo-

ple and places. Whether 

it's a separation from the 

work place or from the 

classroom or from friends 

and family, it's been an 

ordeal, to say the least. 

For many there's been 

the very difficult situation 

of being apart from loved 

ones who are sick. We've 

likely all seen the poign-

ant images of individuals 

keeping their distance 

and looking in on a family 
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For his anger lasts only a 

moment, but his favor 

lasts a lifetime; weeping 

may remain for a night, 

but rejoicing comes in 

the morning. Psalms 30:5 

It’s hard when you work 

all day then come home 

to an empty house and 

sleep with your arms 

wrapped around a pillow, 

wishing you had some-

one to hold. No matter 

how much you try to cov-

er it up, nothing can hide 

that kind of loneliness. 

It’s the pain of having so 

much to share and no-

body to share it with. But 

God knows your plight, 

and He cares. It’s why He 

made Eve for Adam, found 

Boaz for Ruth, and Rebek-

ah for Isaac. It’s why His 

Word deals with real-life 

issues like sexual frustra-

tion, loneliness, failure, 

and lack of self-worth. 

Natural voids and thirsts 

exist within all of us, and 

how we fill them deter-

mines our ability to sur-

vive and find happiness. If 

you’re struggling on your 

own to face the challeng-

es of life, you need to 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Your Joy Will Return 

 

ATTENTION: 

 
NEW SERVICE TIME: 

     9:45am  

OFFERINGS to be 

dropped in plate in  

Narthex as you depart 

church 

COMMUNION  is by  

continuous distribution 

of bread & individual 

cup 
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“Serving GOD and the  

community since 1898” 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 

Gerald Erjavec 

847-671-1677 

gerjavec@mindspring.com 

Vice-Chairman 

Ray Bernero 

708-456-4344 

bernero@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary 

Kurt Kugelberg 

630-248-2571 

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer 

Marian Sperling 

847-288-0334 

mjsperling@sbcglobal.net 

Financial Secretary 

Tim Saar 

847-455-2123 

timsaar@gmail.com 

Elders 

Harry McGinnis 

708-837-9753 

hmcginni@triton.edu 

Properties 

Bob Schultz 

schultzie44@att.net 

At-Large 

Liz Mork 

708-453-2187 

lizmork@comcast.net 

Diana Arndt 

847-455-5193 

dlarndt623@yahoo.com 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

help me to be patient 

knowing that JOY will 

come. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

 

 

Your Joy Will Return (continued from page 1) 

that as well as being a 

parent, you’re a person. 

He knows, He under-

stands, and He invites 

you to come to Him. The 

season you’re in right 

now won’t last forever. A 

new one is coming, with 

new energy, new relation-

ships, new experiences, 

and new joy. Until then 

remember: ‘Weeping 

may endure for a night, 

but joy cometh in the 

morning.’ Your joy will 

return! 

know that you’re not 

alone! ‘The God of all 

comfort’ is with you (2 

Corinthians 1:3). No one 

understands like Jesus. 

His family rejected Him, 

His disciples abandoned 

Him, and the world cruci-

fied Him. That’s why the 

Bible says He’s ‘touched 

with the feeling of our 

infirmities’ and was ‘in all 

points tempted…as we 

are’ (Hebrews 4:15). He 

knows when you feel like 

nothing you do is ever 

good enough. He knows 

And Saul’s son Jonathan 

went to David at Horesh 

and helped him find 

strength in God.  

1 Samuel 23:16 
The first African Ameri-

can to play major league 

baseball in the USA was 

Jackie Robinson. While 

trying to break through 

baseball’s color barrier, 

he faced insults and 

abuse in just about every 

stadium. One day at his 

home stadium in Brook-

lyn, he made an error 

and the fans immediately 

turned on him. While they 

jeered, Robinson just 

stood there at second 

base, humiliated. At that 

point shortstop Pee Wee 

Reese ran over, stood 

beside him, put his arm 

around him, and together 

they faced the crowd. 

Within seconds the fans 

grew quiet. Years later 

when Robinson was 

elected to the Baseball 

Hall of Fame, he 

said, ‘Reese’s arm 

around my shoulder that 

day saved my ca-

reer.’ Jesus knew Peter 

would ‘strike out’ and 

deny Him, yet He extend-

ed grace to Peter even 

before it happened. 

Here’s what He told 

him: ‘When you have 

come back to me, help 

the others’ (Luke 

22:32). When God re-

stores you, you’ll want to 

reach out to others with 

His love. It will be as 

natural to you as 

breathing. You’ll live by 

the Scrip-

ture: ‘Strengthen those 

who have tired hands, 

and encourage those 

who have weak knees. 

Say to those with fear-

ful hearts, “Be strong…

for your God…is coming 

to save you”’ (Isaiah 35:3

-4 NLT). In Scrip-

ture ‘Jonathan…went to 

David in the woods and 

strengthened his hand 

in God.’ When you feel 

(Continued on page 3) 

Friends in the Woods 
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Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 989/562 $77,624.87 $54,990 $22,634.87 

Jul 5 27/23 $6,565.14 $2,115 +$4,450.14 

Jul 12 23/18 $2,020.00 $2,115 -($95.00) 

Jul 19 26/19 $1,620.00 $2,115 -($495.00) 

Jul 26     

YEAR  1065/622 $87,830.01 $61,335 $26,495.01 

God’s Treasure Report  

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

“How can I be a friend, 

family member, neighbor, 

and servant to others?” to 

“What have they done for 

me lately?” We become 

more selfish instead of 

selfless.  

  But, when we give, we do 

not have less, and we do 

not become less. We have 

more and become more. 

Because when we give, 

we join in the bond of 

friendship and family, the 

bond of service to those 

around us out of love for 

them. And love is the ful-

fillment of the Law. It is 

the nature of God Himself, 

for God is Love. Thus, we 

are participating in the 

divine nature. As Jesus 

said, “It is more blessed 

to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35).   

Stewardship:  ...by what we give 

Winston Churchill report-

edly said, “we make a 

living by what we get, 

but we make a life by 

what we give.” According 

to Churchill then, our 

lives are defined less by 

what we have gotten 

and more by what we 

give away. 

  Our Lord’s life is de-

fined in this way. He 

gave completely of Him-

self for us. He became 

man for us. He taught 

the truth of God’s Word. 

He healed those with 

many and various dis-

eases. He died the 

death that we deserve 

because of sin. He gave 

of Himself in order to 

save us from sin, death, 

and hell. So it is that by 

giving completely of Him-

self, He got us for Him-

self, making us citizens 

of His eternal kingdom 

by grace.  

  As it was for Jesus, so 

it is also for us. We get 

more from giving than 

we do from simply get-

ting. Giving softens our 

hearts and frees us 

from the worries of this 

world and making a liv-

ing. For when we are 

singularly focused on 

making a living, we are 

singularly focused on 

what we get.  

  That mindset begins to 

bleed into all areas of 

our lives – our relation-

ships with friends and 

family, with neighbors 

and coworkers, and 

with the Lord. It shifts 

our focus from asking 

"Making His House Your Home" 

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.   

To contribute online, visit our web site:  

www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner  

 

If you will not be in 

church Sunday because 

of COVID-19 fear we still 

want you to be a part of 

the proclamation of the 

WORD.  

We have a live stream  

available the link is:  
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCafqaP4-

ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ   

Sermons Available: 

lost ‘in the woods’ you 

need a Jonathan. That’s 

when you prove the 

truth of the old adage: 

‘In prosperity our friends 

know us, but in adversity 

we know our friends.’ 

(Continued from page 2) They’re the people we 

turn to in times of trou-

ble. So if you think you’ll 

ever need such a friend, 

be one! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

thank You for being that 

“arm on the shoulder” 

when I feel alone. In Je-

sus’ Name, Amen 

 

Friends in the Woods 

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
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Bethlehem Church was 

dedicated on Sunday,  

Nov 4, 1951 it was built 

adjacent to the old church 

building 

circa 1900 Bethlehem 

Church (foreground) and 

School (background)   

Our Church Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div., 

M.A. 

Office 708-453-1113 

Home 708-456-9028 

 

Director of Music 

Linda Erjavec, B.A.  

847-671-1677 

 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Gallup 

708-453-1113x10 

 

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.”  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

Isaiah 44:6-8 - Thus says 

the LORD, the King of 

Israel and his Redeem-

er, the LORD of hosts: "I 

am the first and I am the 

last; besides Me there is 

no god. Who is like Me? 

Let him proclaim it. Let 

him declare and set it 

before Me, since I ap-

pointed an ancient peo-

ple. Let them declare 

what is to come, and 

what will happen. Fear 

not, nor be afraid; have I 

not told you from of old 

and declared it? And 

you are My witnesses! Is 

there a God besides 

Me? There is no Rock; I 

know not any." 

  Have you ever thought 

you were alone in a 

house, only to hear a 

door open behind you? 

"Don't be afraid," your 

spouse or friend says. 

"It's only me." 

  God has much the same 

tone in our reading for 

today. "Fear not, nor be 

afraid," He says. "Is there 

a God besides Me? There 

is no Rock; I know not 

any." It's okay. He's the 

only God out here. We 

don't need to worry about 

any other gods sneaking 

up on us. 

  That sounds weird to 

most of us, who have 

been used to the idea of 

only one God since we 

were born. "Well, of 

course there are no other 

gods!" we may think. "Why 

would the possibility wor-

ry us? What's this fear 

thing about, anyway?" 

  But we are spoiled by 

our good fortune. 

Throughout history, hu-

manity has had a tenden-

cy to think of gods as bad 

news—as beings who 

have to be placated and 

praised and sacrificed 

to, or else they will 

make you sick or kill 

your family or destroy 

your farm. Think of the 

Greek gods from mythol-

ogy. They are not helpful 

or kind or benevolent. If 

they get involved with 

humanity, it's because 

they want something. At 

best they ignore you; at 

worst .... Let's not go 

there. 

  "Well," we may say, 

"We've come a long way 

from that." But have we, 

really? We may not actu-

ally worship the so-

called "gods" of our own 

culture, but they exist: 

(Continued on page 5) 

Are you getting the 
Newsletter via Email?  

If not please give pastor 
your email address!  

“It’s Me; Don’t Be Afraid” 
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Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities 

www.devotions.lcccharities.org 

Read or listen to a great daily devotional  

Bring your inkjet or laser 
cartridges to the narthex! 

We return them for  a rebate 
For more information con-

tact: Peggy Shabez 

“It’s Me; Don’t Be Afraid” 

COFFEE &…You’re invit-

ed to join others in Chris-

tian fellowship  every Sun-

day after worship service  

River Grove 

Food Pantry 
“If everyone coming 

to church brought just 

one item each Sun-

day, think how many 

lives we could touch.”  

PLEASE USE OUR: 

Tuition Credit  

Shopping Program  
for current & future 

students of Walther 

High School    

shopwithscrip.com   
  Linda McGinnis,  

  Chairperson 

  708-681-1076 

We collect tabs to 

benefit Ronald 

McDonald House.    

Drop them off  

in the Narthex.  

Many thanks! 
   Jim  Ashby 

   Chairperson 
 1-708-769-6624  

Pull Tabs 

God, to our Rock. 

  The Lord is our safety, 

the Rock on which we 

stand, the refuge that 

will never fail us. And He 

will stand firm like a 

great rock when the 

power of all these so-

called "gods" breaks 

against Him like ocean 

waves. We belong to 

Him; we will not be shat-

tered. This is why we can 

sing with the writer of 

Psalm 46: "God is our 

refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trou-

ble. Therefore we will 

not fear though the 

earth gives way, though 

the mountains be moved 

into the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar 

and foam, though the 

mountains tremble at its 

swelling" (Psalm 46:1-3). 

PRAYER: Father, help us 

to trust in You alone as 

our safety. Amen. 

 

written by Dr. Kari Vo. 
The Lutheran Hour 

 

money, prestige, power. 

And those who possess 

a great deal of these 

things act like the old 

Greek gods, don't they? 

By and large, they use 

their power to oppress, 

to harm, to exploit other 

people. They are not 

safe gods. They are dan-

gerous. 

  Against all of this, the 

real God says to us: "I 

am the first and I am the 

last; besides Me there is 

no god. Who is like Me? 

Let him proclaim it. Fear 

not, nor be afraid .... Is 

there a God besides 

Me? There is no Rock; I 

know not any." 

  We do not have to be 

afraid of the great pow-

ers of our own culture—

government overreach, 

business corruption, 

greedy and uncaring 

people who are rich and 

powerful. They are not 

gods, no matter how 

much they may wish us 

to think so. They do not 

have ultimate power. 

That belongs to the true 

(Continued from page 4) Anyone who breaks one 

of the least of these com-

mandments and teaches 

others to do the same will 

be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever practices and 

teaches these commands 

will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. Mat-

thew 5:19 
The most powerful testi-

mony of all – is a life that 

can’t be explained with-

out God! People may dis-

pute your theology, but 

your testimony, that’s 

something else! Six differ-

ent times Paul stood be-

fore hostile audienc-

es, and each time he 

gave his personal tes-

timony. No arguing, 

no debating – just his 

story. Dr. David Yonggi 

Cho built the world’s 

largest church in 

South Korea (one mil-

lion members). He 

was won to Christ by a 

lady he met only once. 

She shared her testi-

mony, moved on, and 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Flower Chart 2020:   

We are all aware that 

flowers bring beauty to 

the altar as well as joy to 

the giver.  Payment can 

be made in advance or  

during the month in 

which flowers were  

requested.  

 God's blessings to each 

of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you 

may contact Liz Mork. 

The Power of Testimony 
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circa 1927 Bethlehem 

Church & Parsonage prior 

to remodeling of church 

building which occurred in 

1928 

Our old church altar  

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM 

communion of saints," 

which gives us spiritual 

uplift and fellowship with 

one another. And you 

may have noticed in your 

own life how the recent 

suspension of church ser-

vices has impacted your 

faith in some ways. 

  How good it is to know 

that there is nothing that 

can come between Jesus 

and His love for us. What-

ever life brings our way—

trials, persecution, a 

worldwide virus—we are 

secure in God's embrac-

ing and unchangeable 

love for His creatures. He 

has made that plainly 

known to us by sending 

His Son to save us from 

our sins. Jesus came spe-

cifically to bridge the dis-

tance that separated us 

from God. Having taken 

on our flesh and blood, 

God entered our world for 

the sole purpose of bring-

ing us back to Him so 

that, never again, will we 

be separated from Him. 

  As you continue to deal 

with the persistent threat 

of this virus, lay hold of 

the riches God has given 

to us. He has reconciled 

us to Himself (see 2 Corin-

thians 5:18); He has given 

us all things we need to 

live a godly life (see 2 Peter 

1:3); 

and He 

promis-

es to 

be with 

us al-

ways (see Hebrews 13:5). 

These are the things He 

has done for us, His chil-

dren, people who can in 

no way be separated 

from the God who loves 

them. 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, remind us by Your 

Holy Spirit that we are 

firmly in Your hands. In 

Jesus' Name we pray. 

Amen. 

written by Paul Schreiber  

The Lutheran Hour 

“Entirely His” (continued from page 1) 

www.dignity4girls.org 

Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582 

 The Power of Testimony (continued from page 5)  

Cho, a former Buddhist, 

never found her again. 

Your testimony is an 

awesome thing, espe-

cially when it’s backed 

by a consistent lifestyle. 

People who won’t listen 

to others will listen to 

you, relate to you, and 

respond to you if you’ll 

share your story. And 

when you do, keep in 

mind four things:  

1) Be interesting. Give 

them the short version 

and avoid clichés. Jesus 

is exciting; He came to 

bring ‘[life] more abun-

dantly’ (John 10:10).  

2) Be specific. Talk 

about:  

 a) how it used to be;  

 b) how you met Jesus;  

 c) how it is now.  

3) Be honest. Don’t say, 

‘All your problems will 

disappear when you be-

come a Christian.’ The 

Christian life is a battle-

field, not a playing field. 

Let people know you still 

have struggles but 

something important 

has changed – you’re no 

longer alone: ‘Greater is 

he that is in you, than 

he that is in the world’  

(1 John 4:4).  

4) Be warm. Don’t try to 

arm-wrestle them into the 

kingdom. Be gracious, 

sow the seed, and leave 

the harvest to God. 

Now, ‘Go…tell them how 

much the Lord has done 

for you.’ 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

thank You for making a 

difference in my life. Help 

me share how much You 

have done for me! In Je-

sus’ Name, Amen 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

www.lcms.org/witness 



Czarnecki, Dorothy    01-Aug 

Pagen, Sara        02-Aug 

Capron, Arlene      02-Aug 

Moselle, Jaclyn      03-Aug 

Erjavec, Linda       07-Aug 

Narvaez, Phyllis     09-Aug 

Loranz, Thomas      12-Aug 

Schultz, Jessica      13-Aug 

Koterla, Lynn       14-Aug 

Sperling, Marian      16-Aug 

Koterla, Kelsey      17-Aug 

Guhl, Cheryl        18-Aug 

Downey, Wanda      22-Aug 

LeDuc, Autumn      22-Aug 

Lonigro, Anthony     22-Aug 

Schmeiser, Betsy     22-Aug 

Puchta, Amanda      24-Aug 

Culliton, Sandra      28-Aug 

Bull, Ngaire        30-Aug 

Naylor, Daniel       30-Aug 

Roeder, Heather      31-Aug 

Roeder, Hillary       31-Aug 

Birthdays 
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Kolek, Joseph & Marsha      05-Aug 

Shabez, Dave & Peggy       26-Aug 

Arndt, Don & Diana        29-Aug 

Do you want to add to our Birthday  or  

Anniversary list?  Contact the Church Office:   

708-453-1113 or just send us a note! 

"Making His House Your Home" 

Note:  (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;  

August 2020 
S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

      1 

2 

9th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 

10th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 

11th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 

12th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

13th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

31      

Anniversaries 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
2624 Oak Street  

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898 

What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans 

-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.  

-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died 

a sacrificial death on the cross for all.  

-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.  

-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us. 

-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the  

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins. 

-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace, 

but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us. 

-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word, 

strengthens us to live for Him. 

-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of 

God brings us to Jesus our Lord.  

ADVANCE  
EQUIPMENT 

 MANUFACTURING  
COMPANY 

CHICAGO, IL 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:45am Service  

 Communion is celebrated every  

Sunday; common cup on the  

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113 

 PASTOR: 708-456-9028 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Please e-mail any articles you 

want included in the next  

newsletter to:  

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

bethlehemrivergrove.com 

8:15am Sundays— 
For all you Early Risers used to 

coming to the first service - Join 

us for coffee and a topical discus-

sion of the Bible with Pastor Gal-

lup.  Everyone interested in learn-

ing more about the Word are 

welcome!  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.org

