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"From One Sinner to Another"
Ephesians
4:4-7 - There
is one body
and one Spirit—just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call—one
Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is over all and
through all and in all. But
grace was given to each
one of us according to the
measure of Christ's gift.
God is in the business of
calling us because human
beings tend to forget that
He is there. They like to
imagine He doesn't care
or, even more, that He
doesn't exist. Now, while

God set the process in
motion by which human
beings are born and live
in this world yet, by our
sin, we are at a distance
from God.
God bridged this distance by sending His own
Son, Jesus Christ, into the
world to become a human being. Through the
Savior's life, death, and
resurrection, God has
called us to faith and
saved us. "All this is from
God, who through Christ
reconciled us to Himself
and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation" (2 Corinthians 5:18).
That's right! We are

now reconcilers—God's
people whose witness is
a call to others to experience the same mercy we
have freely received.
Our calling out to others
is like a mountaineer
shouting directions
across a chasm to those
stranded on a precipice,
guiding them to the safe
(Continued on page 4)
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We exist to serve the
body of Christ, and our
students are preparing to
devote their lives to that
same mission. When they
finish their studies, they’ll
go into the world
equipped with God’s
Word and the knowledge
they have gained to
strengthen and serve His

established the Student
However, when these fu- Adoption Program to
ture church workers move help connect donors directly with students in
their families to begin
need.
their seminary studies,
they leave behind family
Bethlehem Lutheran
and friends, as well as
Church Board of Directheir financial security.
tors at their October 27,
Many end up borrowing
2020 meeting as part of
and incur debt as they
our missionary outreach
pursue the vocation of
voted unanimously to
pastor or deaconess. To
provide a stipend of
help ease this burden our $200/ month to a semifuture servants face, the
narian from Concordia
Financial Aid Office has

(Continued on page 3)
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BETHLEHEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES: February 25, 2020

“Serving GOD and the
community since 1898”

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gerald Erjavec
847-671-1677
gerjavec@mindspring.com
Vice-Chairman
Ray Bernero
708-456-4344
bernero@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Kurt Kugelberg
630-248-2571
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Marian Sperling
847-288-0334
mjsperling@sbcglobal.net
Financial Secretary
Tim Saar
847-455-2123
timsaar@gmail.com
Elders
Harry McGinnis
708-837-9753
hmcginni@triton.edu
Properties
Bob Schultz
schultzie44@att.net
At-Large
Liz Mork
708-453-2187
lizmork@comcast.net
Diana Arndt
847-455-5193
dlarndt623@yahoo.com

Attendance:
Pastor Gallup, Jerry Erjavec, Bob
Schultz, Diana Arndt, Marian Sperling, Liz Mork, Kurt Kugelberg & Peggy Shabez
Opening Prayer: 7pm
Approval of past Minutes:
Motion passed unanimously
Official Acts: none
Treasurer’s Report: All
bills are current $46,672.50 in checking;
about $203,000 in LCEF
- $22,000 for roof
Financial Secretary’s Report: emailed report.
New weekly need is
$2,115

Pastor’s Report: Please
come to mid-week Lenten services
Deacons Report: none
Properties Report:
*Roof-Pastor will talk
with Woods Construction
re matter. Most companies want an Architect/
engineer study
*Asphalt will be repaired
once weather breaks; we
should consider resealing surface again because snowplow damage
*May change our insurance policy for better value and to save money
Pastor reviewing matter
*Thanks to Bob, John
Fuerst and the Runblads
for changing the lights in

multi-purpose room
*replaced the valves on
drinking fountain
Ad hoc committees:
Panera has a 20% fundraising program
Vice Chairman’s Report:
*Prepared list of deep
cleaning needs to get a
cost estimate
*June-August Picket
Fence will be using multipurpose room
Old Business: none
New Business: none
next meeting March 24,
2020
Closing – Lord’s Prayer
7:29pm

BETHLEHEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES: October 27, 2020
Attendance: (meeting
conducted via Google)
Pastor Gallup, Jerry Erjavec, Tim Saar, Harry
McGinnis, Diana Arndt,
Marian Sperling, Liz Mork
& Kurt Kugelberg
Opening Prayer: 7:26pm
Approval of past Minutes:
Adopted as submitted
Official Acts: adult baptism - Robert Enger; two
funerals – Marion Ashby
& Gloria Hall
Treasurer’s Report:
checking account
$68,125.67; LCEF account $228,534.90

Financial Secretary’s Report:
*we got $16,100 PPP
Loan waiting for info from
bank to file for forgiveness documentation
*we are in strong position because of increased giving
Pastor’s Report:
*On-line services stated
quickly because of Andrew Gallup; we spent
$1500 on equipment
* We had Easter devotions on-line also
*We have people care
frustrations because of

COVID-19
*Picket Fence is open
again, but with decreased enrollment
*Live-streaming - update of Comcast equipment/service cost
$1500/year for new
router etc., (Picket
Fence pays $840/year
of cost)
*Outside Ministry - motion to support LCMS
adopt-a-student program was discussed &
voted unanimously to
provide $200/month to
(Continued on page 5)
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Stewardship: Our Blessings
Christmas is coming. It is
a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts
upon the Word of God in
sermon, song, and sacrament.
We hear the proclamation of the message of
the angels: “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that
will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).
We mingle our voices
with theirs as we sing,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom
he is pleased” (Luke
2:14)! We receive the
proclaimed Savior,
Christ the Lord, not
wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in manger but wrapped in
bread and wine placed

into our mouths for the
forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation. We feast
in great joy indeed because of this great
blessing from our Lord
and God.
God’s people in ancient
Israel also feasted with
great joy. The Lord
showered His abundant
blessing on His people.
And He commanded
them to feast upon it
(Deuteronomy 16). The
people were to go to the
place appointed, where
the Lord would make
His name dwell, and
give offerings, each
man as he was able,
according to the blessing of the Lord that He
had given them (Deut.
16:10, 15, 17).
And there the Lord
would bless them with
joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had

Page 3

God’s Treasure Report
Date
Year *

Attendance

Income

Goal

1467/894 $118,906.18

Difference

$90,945

$27,961.18

Nov 1

32/25

$2,825.00

$2,115

+$710.00

Nov 8

32/21

$1,555.14

$2,115

-($559.86)

Nov 15

21

$1,270.00

$2,115

-($845.00)

Nov 22

35/18

$7,210.00

$2,115

+$5,095.00

Nov 29

28/26
1615/1005 $131,766.32

$99,405

$32,361.32

YEAR

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views

provided. They ate of the
choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the
company of all the people
of God as they together
heard His promises of
blessing, sang of His
bountiful goodness, and
partook of what He gave.
We feast on the Word
who became flesh to
dwell among us, not just
during Christmas but
throughout all the year.
We feast not just on the

salvation He has wrought
for us in His Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we feast
also on all the temporal
blessings that God gives
out of His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy,
without any merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy
the rich bounty that God
provides, not only in Word
and Sacrament, but also
in house and home, property and income, family
and friends.

Bethlehem Joins Adopt a Student Program (continued from page 1)
Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne (CTSFW).

gles of students, but will
help offset some part of
his expenses, enabling
By participating in the
CTSFW Adopt a Student him to focus more fully
Program our congrega- on the studies to which
God has called him. Our
tion will not only gain
first-hand awareness of support will encourage
and sustain him
the realities and strug-

throughout his seminary
journey.
Once we get the name
and information about our
adopted seminarian it will
be posted in the narthex
so that everyone can con-

tribute a Christmas/New
Year gift for him.
Our 1st year student is
Phillip Sherouse, born
June 22, 1980.

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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"From One Sinner to Another" (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

path home. Our call is
loud all right, but it's
kind and understanding,
too. That's because we
remember
when we were lost, unsure of our next step,
and in desperate need
of assistance.
This all adds up to the
witnessing Christian being someone who has
the right word at the
right time. It's human
and yet in touch with the
Heavenly Father, persistently kind but not indulgent to the point of letting the needy person
flounder in peril.
And above all, the Christian's act of proclaiming
is one of love. We're telling others how much
God our Father and
Maker loves us. We're
sharing the Good News
of how the Father gave

His only beloved Son to
redeem us from the
treacherous night of our
sin and called us "into His
marvelous light" (1 Peter
2:9b).
Of course, this is tremendously risky for me to go
on about the need for us
to declare God's grace to
others when we all know
just how hard it is. Still,
that's the task we are entrusted with, and with
God's help we can be His
mouthpieces in the world.
In all this, let us look to
God to guide and direct
our ministry efforts, so we
can avoid those things
that slow us down or derail us completely. Here is
what Paul said to Timothy
about conscientiously
sharing the Gospel. "Have
nothing to do with foolish,
ignorant controversies;
you know that they breed

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

quarrels.
And
the
Lord's
servant must not be
quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach,
patiently enduring evil,
correcting his opponents with gentleness.
God may perhaps grant
them repentance leading to a knowledge of
the truth" (2 Timothy
2:23-25).
Blessings to you as your
live out your calling.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, lead us to share
Your love with everyone
we meet. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
Taken from the message,
"Live Up to Your Calling!" Rev.
Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer
The Lutheran Hour
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God Speaks Through Our Thoughts
But you have an anointing from the Holy One,
and all of you know the
truth. 1 John 2:20
Have you ever held a
conversation with someone in your mind? You
took one side of the issue and then the other.
So think about this: if
you can have a conversation with yourself in
your mind, don’t you
think God can have a
conversation with you in
your mind too? The trouble is, our minds often
prove to be unreliable
because we’ve polluted
them with so much junk;
therefore, we doubt His
ability to speak through
our thoughts. Once God
redeems you, He starts
renewing your mind
(see Romans 12:2). Paul
writes, ‘“Who has known
the mind of the Lord
that he may instruct
Him?” But we have the
mind of Christ’ 1 Corinthians 2:16. Did you get
that? When God saves
you, He starts thinking His thoughts through
you. He speaks through
many different channels

– your mind is just one
of them. The Bible
says, ‘God…works in
you to will and to act in
order to fulfil his good
purpose’ Philippians
2:13. God will actually
direct your will and create a desire in you to
do the thing that pleases Him. And there’s
persistence in His leading. When you have a
desire to do something
that keeps recurring, it
may be God directing
you. That’s why it’s crucial to monitor your
mind and screen the
thoughts you entertain.
Jesus said, ‘You are
already clean because
of the word…I have
spoken to you’ John
15:3. Bathe your mind
every day with God’s
Word, and fine-tune
your ‘receiver’ to hear
what He’s saying to
you.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me purge my
mind of the junk that
interferes with Your
speaking. In Jesus’
Name, Amen

Sermons
We have a live
stream available the link is:
www.youtube.co
m/c/
BethlehemLutheranRG
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BOD MINUTES: October 27, 2020
(Continued from page 2)

a seminarian
Deacons Report: Ron
Cravens is November
assistant
Properties Report: Boiler
issue needed to be
fixed; can now use HVAC
heat pump for heat
which is more efficient
than boiler
Ad hoc committees: No
report
Vice Chairman’s Report:
No report
Old Business: Woods
Construction looked at
gym roof; it was decided
that best solution is to
establish a regular
cleaning schedule of the
drains & gutters
New Business:

*Budget/Elections – using last years budget except for tweaks
*Motion unanimously
approved to give Andrew
Gallup $500 for all the
work he has done
*Discussion of the
Church Service time
change; it was decided
to consider 9:15am for
summer and 9:45am for
winter
Next meeting: November
24, 2020
Closing – Lord’s Prayer:
8:38pm

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

PLEASE USE OUR:

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service

The Bethlehem Star
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circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

With thanksgiving we remember these Your servants, O
Lord. We thank You that even
as they rest in the earth, they
enjoy the heavenly crown given to them in Holy Baptism.
Teach us to follow the example
of the saints who have gone
before us that like them we
may persevere in the race set
before us and cling to faith in
Jesus Christ.
We honor the life and give
thanks to God for these His
saints who have been members of Bethlehem:
Marion Ashby (April 16, 2020)
Gloria Hall (May 12, 2020)
Eloise Spearing (July 12,
2020)
Pamela Whiteside (August 16,
2020)
In joyful expectation of the
resurrection to eternal life, we
remember before you, O Lord,
our departed loved ones,
friends and relatives, who
have gone before us in faith.

We offer thanksgiving for the
gift of faith and hold fast to
the certainty of Your promises.
Harry D Scott (February 18,
2020)
(Cousin of Mark Peavey)
Greg Whitaker (February 29,
2020)
(Friend of Fred Johnston)
Wilhelmina McGinnis Doyle
(May 25, 2020)
(Mother of Harry McGinnis)
Vivian J. Scott (June 14, 2020)
(Aunt of Mark Peavey)
Rosemary Lo Rocco (June 26,
2020)
(Friend of Susan Peavey)
Evata Warner (July 18, 2020)

(Friend of Susan Peavey)
Martin Kelleck (August 9,
2020)
(Uncle of the Wright Family)
Carlheinz Stasinowski (August
28, 2020)
(Great Uncle of Ronald Cravens)
Katherine Burke (September
2, 2020)
(Sister in law of Sharon Burke)
Amy Babich (September 15,
2020)
(Friend of Ellen Howard)
Francis Hennesy (September
24, 2020)
(Grandmother of Ellen Howard)
Comfort those of us who
mourn over loved ones lost
this past year, and encourage
us all through Your Word, that
we may trust Your promises
and abide in the joy of Your
salvation.

Your Worship Is Serving God

Our old church altar

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD who minister by night in the house of
the LORD. Psalms 134:1
The last verse of the last
psalm in the Bible says, ‘Let
everything that hath breath
praise the Lord. Praise ye the
Lord’ (Psalm 150:6). That
means as long as you are
alive you are called to worship God. But some of us are
more wired to
be worshippers in the church,
while others are more wired
to be workers. While all of us
are called to worship God,
some of us are more inclined
to do it through works while
others are more inclined to
do it through worship. And
with God, both count as acts

www.lcms.org/witness

of service. The psalmist
said, ‘Bless the Lord, all you
servants of the Lord, who by
night stand in the house of
the Lord! Lift up your hands
in the sanctuary, and bless
the Lord’ (Psalm 134:12). Note the words ‘servants
of the Lord’. How were they
serving Him? Through worship. The Westminster Confession of Faith says, ‘The
chief end of man is that he
might glorify God.’ And there
are many ways to do
it: ‘Whoever offers praise
glorifies Me’ (Psalm
50:23). Worship acts like a
thermostat; it creates a climate in which God’s presence can be experienced and
enjoyed. The Psalmist

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

said: ‘Bless the Lord, O my
soul; and all that is within me,
bless His holy name! Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not
all His benefits’ (Psalm 103:12). What a benefits package!
Forgiveness, healing, deliverance, and protection. How do
we receive these benefits?
Through worship. When we
bless the Lord, He blesses us.
So when you worship, you’re
serving God.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help
me remember that worship
and my serving You by serving
others is all worship of You. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Lee, Lynsay
Johnson, Kristen
Kosior, Dorothy
Puchta, Anne
Burke, Colleen
Johnston, Fred
Murawska, Doris
Sundt, Andrew
Bernero, Nick
Gallup, Hannah
Urban, Catie
Olson, Erik

Anniversaries

02-Dec
04-Dec
07-Dec
07-Dec
11-Dec
11-Dec
11-Dec
11-Dec
12-Dec
18-Dec
20-Dec
24-Dec

Olson, Leaette
Griffin, Thomas
Armellino, Christina
Militello, Lauren
Schmeiser, Lauri
Szfraniec, Sharon
DiFazio, Peggy
Hall, James
Virzi, Judy
Conlin, Amanda
Murawska, Gloria

25-Dec
26-Dec
28-Dec
28-Dec
28-Dec
28-Dec
29-Dec
29-Dec
29-Dec
31-Dec
31-Dec

Urban, Jim & Catie

19 Dec

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25
7pm Christmas Eve
10:30am Christmas
Service
Service

26

27
1st S. af, Christmas
9:45am Service (I)

28

29

30

1st S. in Advent
9:45am Service (I)

2nd S. in Advent
9:45am Service (I)

3rd S. in Advent
9:45am Service (I)

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

31

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:45am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

