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The Church’s One Foundation
"The
Church's one
foundation, Is
Jesus Christ,
her Lord; She is His new
creation, By water and
the Word. From heav'n He
came and sought her, To
be His holy bride. With His
own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.
"Though with a scornful
wonder, The world sees
her oppressed. By
schisms rent asunder, By
heresies distressed, Yet
saints their watch are
keeping; Their cry goes
up, 'How long?' And soon
the night of weeping,
Shall be the morn of

song."
In our world today some
people have a very low
opinion of the church.
The fallen world views the
bride of Christ with
"scornful wonder." They
watch—sometimes with
spiteful pleasure—as
scandals and false teaching weaken and divide
the church. Various surveys report that nonChristians view Christians
as hypocritical and judgmental.
Those of us who are
members of Christ's body,
the church, recognize
within ourselves many of
the same problems that

the world sees; we are all
too aware of our sins and
failures. It is distressing
to realize how poorly we
reflect the love of Jesus
to the people we meet
each day. Yet with repentant hearts we also
see by faith what an unbelieving world cannot
see.
We see ourselves as Holy Scripture describes us,
as our Lord sees us—
redeemed and forgiven—
each of us a new crea(Continued on page 4)
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In God, whose word I
praise, in God I trust; I
will not be afraid. What
can mortal man do to
me? Psalms 56:4
The Psalmist said, ‘On
God I lean, rely, and confidently put my trust; I will
not fear. What can man,
who is flesh, do to me?’
And the Psalmist should
know, because God enabled him to defeat a lion,
a bear, and a giant. The
story is told about the
man who approached a
farmhouse and every few
yards he noticed signs

that read, ‘Beware of
Dog’. When he finally
reached the farmhouse,
he discovered the dog was
a tiny Chihuahua. ‘You
mean to tell me that little
dog keeps people away?’
he asked. The farmer
smiled and said, ‘No, but
the signs do!’ Fear roars
like a lion, but much of the
time when we confront it,
it’s just a Chihuahua! The
truth is, you can face anything when you know God
has promised: ‘I the Lord
thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee,

Fear not; I will help
thee’ (Isaiah 41:13). So
instead of fearing the
worst, start believing
God for the best. And
you do that by personalizing His promises:
‘[There is nothing to
fear], for I am with you…I
will strengthen and harden you to difficulties,
yes, I will help you; I…will
hold you up’ (Isaiah 41:10).
(Continued on page 5)
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The Bethlehem Star

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES: November 26, 2019

“Serving GOD and the
community since 1898”

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gerald Erjavec
847-671-1677
gerjavec@mindspring.com
Vice-Chairman
Ray Bernero
708-456-4344
bernero@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Kurt Kugelberg
630-248-2571
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Marian Sperling
847-288-0334
mjsperling@sbcglobal.net
Financial Secretary
Tim Saar
847-455-2123
timsaar@gmail.com
Elders
Harry McGinnis
708-837-9753
hmcginni@triton.edu
Properties
Bob Schultz
schultzie44@att.net
At-Large
Liz Mork
708-453-2187
lizmork@comcast.net
Diana Arndt
847-455-5193
dlarndt623@yahoo.com

Attendance:
Pastor Gallup, Marian
Sperling, Diana Arndt,
Jerry Erjavec, Liz Mork,
Bob Schultz, Kurt Kugelberg
Opening Prayer: 7:04pm
Approval of past Minutes:
approved as submitted
Official Acts: funeral
Mildred Fuerst
Treasurer’s Report:
$39,128.74 in checking
& $240,719.02 in LCEF
Financial Secretary’s Report: emailed report
Pastor’s Report:
*Switched phone service
to Comcast-$42/month

vs ATT-$150/month
*school roof work to start
around Christmas
*Advent Potluck Dinner
& Service will be Weds.
Dec 11th
Deacons Report: none
Properties Report:
*changed several light
switches
*fixed loose pew
*still need to install water regulators
* will change multipurpose room lights after
Christmas
*painter got new gym
doors painted
Ad hoc committees:
*Called Russell’s about
fundraiser – 10% rebate

available M-Th
*Nov 3rd Brunch had 80
people attend
Vice Chairman’s Report:
none
Old Business:
*Budget-discussed
changes needed; will put
notice in Sunday church
bulletin-motion passed
New Business:
*next meeting January
28, 2020
Closing – Lord’s Prayer
8:06pm
Respectfully submitted
Kurt Kugelberg, Secretary

BETHLEHEM VOTERS’ MEETING Dec 8 & 15th 2019
Attendance: 22 parishioners
Opening Prayer:
10:23am
Because certain items
were unavailable Dec 8th
there was a motion to
recess until Dec 15thmotion passed unanimously at 10;35am.
Meeting Resumption:
10:20am Dec 15th
Approval of past minutes:
motion to accept as submitted
Pastor’s Report:
*Hope that everyone can
attend the Advent Potluck Dinner & Service

Dec 11th
*School roof will be replaced soon
*thanks to Tom & Lynn
Bailey for donating &
constructing the church
HVAC covers
Financial Secretary’s Report: Tim Saar presented
the proposed budget with
an estimated $3,800
deficit-motion to approve
budget was passed unanimously
Election of Officers: slate
presented
*Congregation Vice
Chairman-Ray Bernero
*Congregation Secretary-

Kurt Kugelberg
*Elders Chairman-Harry
McGinnis
*Member-at-Large-Diana
Arndt
There being no floor nominations a motion to approve slate as presented
was passed unanimously
Closing Prayer: 10:25am

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor your email address!
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Stewardship: religion, politics, & money ...
Of the three things a person is not to talk about
in polite company – religion, politics, and money
– the church is called, in
one way or another, to
talk about all three. Perhaps this is the reason
why teaching about
stewardship often
seems to be an afterthought. It’s something
that happens only out of
necessity when financial
constraints are already
nipping at the heels.
There is a more excellent way. Stewardship
shouldn’t be the kind of
teaching that comes up
only when there is a financial crunch. It should
be part and parcel of the
ongoing instruction of
Christians as they live
out their faith in their
vocations – members of
their family, their society, and their church. This
teaching touches upon
every facet of our lives; it
stakes a claim upon our
time, our presence, our
prayers, and our possessions.
Stewardship begins with
the acknowledgment
that we are stewards. A
steward is a manager of
someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize,
according to the
Apostles’ Creed, that

God is the owner of all
things as the Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His fatherly
divine goodness and
mercy, He gives us what
is His to manage here
below.
The principal virtue for
stewards is faithfulness.
As St. Paul wrote to the
Christians in Corinth:

Page 3

God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Difference

Year *

2,642

$121,372.25

$120,106

$1,266.25

Jan 5

34

$2,209.00

$2,308

-($99.00)

Jan 12

32

$2,108.00

$2,308

-($200.00)

Jan 19

36

$1,561.00

$2,308

-($747.00)

Jan 26

39

$1,844.00

$2,308

-($464.00)

YEAR

141

$7,722.00

$9,232

-($1,510.00)

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . 1 includes Advent, Christmas Eve & Day

(fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children),
society (governors or citizens), and the church
(pastors or laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism
lays this out in helpful and
“Moreover, it is required orderly way.
of stewards that they be Let’s look just at what the
found faithful.” (1 Cor.
laity (hearers as it is la4:2)
beled in the catechism)
Stewards must manage owe their pastors:
that which belongs to
“In the same way, the
the owner according to Lord has commanded
the owner’s wishes.
that those who preach
That is what it means to the gospel should rebe faithful in stewardceive their living from
ship.
the gospel.” (1 Cor.
That raises a question:
9:14)
How are Christian stew- “Let the one who is
ards to be faithful in
taught the word share
their managing of what all good things with
God has entrusted to
the one who teaches.
them to manage? In
Do not be deceived:
other words, what are
God cannot be
the specific duties of a
mocked. A man reaps
Christian steward?
what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6
–7)
This depends upon
what God has revealed “Let the elders who
rule well be considin His Word for each of
ered worthy of double
our vocations in life as
honor, especially
those in a family

those who labor in
preaching and teaching. For the Scripture
says, ‘You shall not
muzzle an ox when it
treads out the grain,’
and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages.’” (1
Tim. 5:17–18)

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those
who labor among you
and are over you in
the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem
them very highly in
love because of their
work. Be at peace
among yourselves.” (1
Thess. 5:12–13)

“Obey your leaders
and submit to them,
for they are keeping
watch over your souls,
as those who will have
to give an account. Let
them do this with joy
and not with groaning,
for that would be of no
advantage to
you.” (Heb. 13:17)
(Continued on page 5)

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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The Church’s One Foundation (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

tion through the water
and Word of Baptism.
Called and enlightened
by the Holy Spirit, we are
the church—one holy,
Christian people, the
communion of saints.
Jesus came and sought
us "to be His holy bride."
He offered up His life as
the perfect sacrifice for
our sins and purchased
us "not with perishable
things such as silver or
gold," but with His blood
shed on the cross (see 1
Peter 1:18-19). We are
loved and precious to
our Lord, clothed in His
righteousness and holy
in His sight, bearing a
beauty the fallen world
cannot see.
For now, the church will
struggle and suffer, enduring scorn and ridicule
and, in many places
around the globe, suffering the active persecu-

tion of a world that hates
Jesus' holy bride as it
once hated her Bridegroom. We are distressed
by the heresies and sin
that tear apart various
church bodies and
threaten the earthly fellowship of the people of
God.
We struggle too, in the
power of the Holy Spirit,
to reflect the love of
Christ to the world, to be
faithful witnesses for our
Bridegroom. We want the
world to see the peace
and living hope we know
in Christ. Sharing the
good news of salvation,
we pray that others will
come to know and worship Jesus as Lord. Built
on the firm foundation
that is Christ Jesus, we
look ahead to His return,
when the "night of weeping" will become "the

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

morn of song," that
bright day when Jesus'
holy bride will rejoice
forever in the presence
of her Bridegroom.
PRAYER: Lord Jesus,
You have bought us with
Your holy, precious
blood and clothed us in
Your righteousness.
Help us by the power of
the Spirit to reflect Your
love to the world and
live as faithful witnesses
for You. Amen.
This Devotion was written by
Dr. Carol Geisler. It is based
on the hymn, "The Church's
One Foundation," which is
found on page 644 of the
Lutheran Service Book.
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F.E.A.R. False Evidence Appearing Real (continued from page 1)
‘We are assured and
know that [God being a
partner in their labor] all
things work together
and are [fitting into a
plan] for good to and for
those who love God and
are called according to
[His] design and pur-

pose’ (Romans 8:28).
Don’t let fear get the upper hand. Instead of giving in to it, stand on the
Word of God and believe
He’s going to bring you
through your circumstances and make you
stronger.

Prayer: Heavenly Father,
FEAR is a liar! Help me to
rely on You to face what
You would have me do –
and for me to FEAR NOT.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

Stewardship: religion, politics, & money … (continued from page 3)

We can see that the
Lord commands hearers
to support the work of
the ministry with the
gifts God endowed them
– their time, their presence, their prayers, and

their possessions. This is
the means by which God
blesses His people with
His gifts: the ministry
with the support of those
whom they serve, and
the hearers with the work
of the ministry.
St. Paul expounds upon
this further in his letters
to the church at Corinth.
He instructs them to give
regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2),
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–
2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and gener-

ously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our
first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with
a spirit of eagerness (2
Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2
Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2
Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor.

live out their faith as
His stewards under
those who are created,
redeemed, and sanctified by Him.

8:23).

All of this teaching is set
forth squarely within the
context of stations to
which God calls us. This
is always appropriate for
the church to speak because it instructs God’s
people in how they are to

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or

during the month in
which flowers were
requested.
God's blessings to each
of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim & Marion Ashby
Chairpersons
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service

The Bethlehem Star
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Growing A Mustard Seed
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

Growing A Mustard Seed
The apostles said to the
Lord, “Increase our
faith!” And the Lord said,
“If you had faith like a
mustard seed, you would
say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and be
planted in the sea’; and it
would obey you. Luke 17: 5

for a spiritual purpose to
those in the family of
God.
Scripture lists these spiritual gifts in three different places: Romans 12:6-8,

will frequently fill in some
of the gaps in his gifting.
see is that we are all
Rather than being conequipped with different
cerned that you don’t
-6
gifts so that we each can have a certain gift, ask
Early in our married life,
help the Body of Christ
the Lord where He wants
my husband Mark and I
grow. Where my gifts are you to use your unique
took a test of spiritual
weakest (egged on by my gifting for the growth of
gifts. Mark tested very
natural tendencies), oth- the body of believers.
high in the faith gifting. I, ers can come along and
Prayer: Thank You, Faon the other hand, tested strengthen me. I jokingly ther, for those around me
high in wisdom and exsay that I have the gift of who edify and strengthen
hortation. (Translation:
worry. Sorry, that’s not on where I am weak. And
low on the faith score)
the list. As a matter of
show me where I can
There is a difference befact, we are told we need- best use my gifts for the
tween “talents” and
n’t worry…and that it
edification of others. In
“gifts.” Both are beadds nothing. My husJesus’ Powerful Name,
stowed by God, but one is band’s gift of faith
Amen!
a natural outpouring of
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
strengthens that area of
devotions
DNA (talent) and the oth- my life. And my gifts of
er has been given (gift)
exhortation and wisdom
1 Corinthians 12:4-11, and 1
Corinthians 12:28. What we

Bronco Benefit Dinner

Our old church altar

The 4th annual Bronco Benefit
Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 29, 2020 at
Elmcrest Banquets.
The goal of this event is to
remove finances as a barrier
for students and families
wanting a Christian education
at Walther. More than 75% of
families qualify for need
based tuition assistance. Your support of this
event helps us meet this
need.

www.lcms.org/witness

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Mork, Gina
Lowe, Tarra
Torres, Isaac
Wright, Jennifer
McGinnis, Harry
Koterla, Andrew
Guerrero, Ronna
Murawska, Art
Hansen, Robert
Steimel, Debbie
Bernero, Carrie

01-Feb
02-Feb
04-Feb
04-Feb
06-Feb
09-Feb
10-Feb
11-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
15-Feb

Anniversaries
Banko, Nicole
Stephey, Kane
Gallup, Roger
Hansen, Michael
Pergande, Karl
Voss, Ruth Ann
Tuchel, Lisa
Castillo, Karen
Pergande, Nina
Walsh, Amy
Tuchel, Sarah

16-Feb
16-Feb
17-Feb
17-Feb
17-Feb
17-Feb
19-Feb
21-Feb
21-Feb
23-Feb
27-Feb

Romberg, Kim & Jim
Hug, Debbie & Fred
Hermansen, Kari & Scotti

07-Feb
16-Feb
24-Feb

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

4th Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

5th Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

6th Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

Transfiguration of
Our Lord
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Happy
Valentine’s Day

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:15am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

