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"Liberty for All"
Luke 4:1619 - And He
(Jesus) came
to Nazareth,
where He had been
brought up. And as was
His custom, He went to
the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and He
stood up to read. And
the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to Him.
He unrolled the scroll
and found the place
where it was written,
"The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He
has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent Me to
proclaim liberty to the

captives and the recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, to proclaim
the year of the Lord's
favor."
The passage in Luke
describes the day Jesus
presented Himself at
the synagogue in Nazareth. He came as One
who is there to explain
a plan. He had been put
there by God to undo
the great tragedy
caused by humanity's
disobedience. He had
been anointed with the
Holy Spirit's power, to
be an obedient Servant

until
the
end of
His
mission. The old prophecies of blessing, given
to the patriarchs and
prophets, would all be
fulfilled in Him.
Jesus' coming was
good news for those
who represented the
least-favored parts of
society. They were
those who enjoyed fewer privileges. They were
those who, according
to traditional Judaism,
were excluded from the
(Continued on page 4)
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In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little
while you may have had
to suffer grief in all kinds
of trials. 1 Peter 1:6
In 1962, in a classic
study called Cradles of
Eminence, Victor and Mildred Goertzel investigated the family backgrounds of more than
400 highly successful
people. They sought to
identify the early experiences that may have contributed to their remarkable achievements in life.
They included people like
Einstein and many others

who are famous and admired. Their backgrounds
proved to be very interesting. Three-quarters of
them came from troubled
childhoods, enduring poverty, broken homes, or parental abuse. One-quarter
of them had physical disabilities. Most of those who
became well-known writers or playwrights watched
their parents embroiled in
one crisis after another.
Here’s what the researchers concluded: The need
to compensate for disadvantages was a major factor in their drive towards

personal achievement. These people had
one thing in common –
the overcoming attitude: ‘This is the victory
that has overcome the
world – our faith’ (1 John
5:4). When you have
faith in God and yourself,
you can end up doing
things that astound you.
The problem that seems
so formidable today, can
(Continued on page 2)
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Having the Overcoming Attitude (continued from page 1)
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become the very thing
that launches you into
greatness tomorrow. The
Bible puts it this
way: ‘There is wonderful
joy ahead, even though

you have to endure many
trials for a little while.
These trials will show
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as
fire tests and purifies
gold…So when your faith
remains strong through
many trials, it will bring
you much praise and glo-

ry and honor’ (1 Peter
1:6-7).
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me remember that
with YOU all things are
possible and that I do not
have to rely on myself. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen

Bethlehem Adopts CTSFW Seminarian Carl Petzold
By participating in the
CTSFW Adopt a Student
Program our congregation will not only gain
first-hand awareness of
the realities and struggles of students, but will
help offset some part of
his expenses, enabling
him to focus more fully
on the studies to which
God has called him. Our
support will encourage
and sustain him
throughout his seminary
journey.

Carl Petzold
6600 N. Clinton St
Box 240
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
Class Level 2
Birthdate: 12/25/1980
Birthplace: Saginaw, MI
Home Church: Faith, Grand
Blanc, MI
Education: U of M, Flint
Previous vocation: Accountant
Wife: Amber
Birthdate: 8/18/1987
Anniversary: 11/6/2010
Son: Joshua
Birthdate: 6/19/2013
Daughter: Lydia
Birthdate: 6/6/2015

Gym Rental Income at All-Time High
We have been very lucky
to have Peggy Shabez in
charge of renting the
Gym. In addition to helping clean the attic of fifty
years of trash “Danny’s
B’Ball Guys” have been
using the gym court every
day each week thus earn-

ing the church about
$1,500 per month.
We are in the process of
hiring contractors to
clean the gym roof gutters to stop the leaking
and to repair the damaged areas of the gym
floor so that we can con-

tinue to earn money from
this area of the school
building.
Once again, thank you
Peggy!
If you know of someone
who might want to rent
the Gym let her know.
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Stewardship: Excel in Giving
.“I am not commanding
you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love
by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor,
so that you through his
poverty might become
rich" (2 Corinthians 8:89).
Without commands or
even arm-twisting, St.
Paul encourages, even
challenges, the Church
in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of
their faith by their generosity in giving. He does
this because giving generously is a gift of the
Spirit given to us
through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just
as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in
your love for us—see
that you also excel in
this grace of giving” (2
Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we
grow in faith and speech
and knowledge of eter-
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"Making His House Your Home"

nal things by the Holy
Spirit through the Word
of God, so also do we
grow in giving from the
same Spirit through the
same Word.
The problem is that the
grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s
not so much that we
stop giving, but we
don’t put it first. We
treat it like all the other

God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Year *

0/0

Goal

Difference

Jan 3

30/25

$3,865.00 $2,019.23

+$1,845.77

Jan 10

30/24

$1,801.00 $2,019.23

-($218.23)

Jan 17

32/21

$2,234.00 $2,019.23

+$214.77

Jan 24

26/19

$2,145.00 $2,019.23

+$125.77

118/89

$10,045.00 $8,076.92

$1,968.08

$0

$0

Jan 31

YEAR

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views

the foundation of generosity: the generosity of
Christ Himself. Even
though He was rich, He
became poor so that we
bills that must be paid. who are poor might beIt becomes a chore, just come rich. Thus, the incarone more thing to check nation, suffering, and
off a list of things to do. death of our Lord on the
cross is the reason,
That empties it of its
spiritual power and robs source, and driving force
us of the joy that Christ for our generosity in giving
to the church.
and the Scriptures asAnd since Christ who was
sign to it.
rich became poor so that
On top of that, since
this generosity is linked we might be rich in His
to faith and knowledge grace—of which generous
giving is part—so we also
of divine things, a lack
who are rich in His grace
of excelling in giving is
can excel in pressing His
sure sign that our faith
grace into service toward
and knowledge of God
the gracious work of the
are under attack as
church.
well.
Pay attention to what you
Thus St. Paul points to

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional
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give to the church so that
you may excel at it. And if
you find that your heart
has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse
yourself in God’s Word.
Read it at home. Attend
Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the
Divine Service. Be reminded of what Christ has
done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and
death. For this will
strengthen your faith and
knowledge. And where
that excels, so will the
grace of giving excel also.

Are you getting the Newsletter
via Email?
If not please give pastor your
email address!
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"Liberty for All" (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

Kingdom. They were
those who had little to
lose and everything to
win. The first generation of believers was
part of that social sector. A jubilee was now
announced to them, a
time in which debts
were paid and the oppressed recovered
their dignity.
The reality of salvation is the same today,
and still there are
many who completely
miss the Good News of
Jesus Christ. There are
those who think they
can see but are blind,
those who think they

are rich but are empty,
and those who think
they're free but are still
tied to the powers of
this world. Jesus offers
His salvation to those
who are aware they
have nothing to offer
and everything to receive. It is beautiful to
see when God, working
through His Gospel, restores the lives of those
who are rejected into
an eternal relationship
with Himself through
the redemptive work of
Jesus.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, give me a poor
and humble heart to

Flower Chart 2020:

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

receive
the gift of
Your salvation. Deliver me
from my foolish pride
and help me look with
mercy upon those You
love, sharing Your love
far and wide. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
from The Lutheran Hour
based on the text, "Good
News For The Poor," written by Rev. Dr. Antonio
Schimpf, a professor at
Concordia Seminary in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

"Making His House Your Home"
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Keep Learning
The discerning heart
seeks knowledge, but
the mouth of a fool
feeds on folly. Proverbs
15:14

It’s been said that we
forget more than 80 per
cent of what we learn in
school and college. That
raises the question,
‘Why bother? Is education really worth what we
invest in it?’ It is. There
are many valid reasons
for learning, even if forgetting will take its usual
toll. Here are five of the
most important ones:
1) The most important
function of the learning
process is the selfdiscipline and control
that it fosters. Good students learn to follow directions, carry out as-

signments, and channel their mental faculties towards a constructive end. These
are skills you’ll need in
order to succeed in life.
2) Even if the facts and
concepts can’t be recalled, you know they
exist and where to find
them. So you can retrieve the information
when you need it later
on.
3) Old learning makes
new learning easier.
Each mental exercise
gives you more associative clues with which
to link future ideas and
concepts, and you are
changed for having
been through the process of learning.

4) Your brain is like the
programming in your
computer. You don’t really forget anything that
is beyond the reach of
your memory. The information is still stored in
your brain and will return to consciousness
when properly stimulated.
5) You are shaped by
the influence of the people who teach you. The
Bible says, ‘The heart of
him who has understanding seeks
knowledge’ (Proverbs
15:14). Perhaps you wish
that an easier process
for shaping the human
mind could be found,
rather than the slow,
painful experience of

education. But until a
‘learning pill’ is developed, the old-fashioned
approach will have to
do.
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me always be one
who learns, especially
about You and keep putting “water in the well”.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

March 28 -Palm Sunday—9:45am
April 1 -Maundy Thursday —7pm
April 2 -Good Friday Service—7pm
April 4 -Easter Sunrise 7:45am
April 4 -Easter Service 9:45am

Sermons
We have a live
stream available the link is:
www.youtube.co
m/c/
BethlehemLutheranRG

PLEASE USE OUR:

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

Stop by the multi-purpose
room either before or after
service & have a Keurig KCup of Hot Chocolate,
Coffee or Tea

The Bethlehem Star
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Cry Out to God!
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

In my distress I called to
the LORD; I cried to my
God for help. From his
temple he heard my
voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.
Psalms 18:6

There are times in life
when the best thing you
can do is cry out to God
from the depths of your
being. Don’t worry about
looking undignified, or
having people think you
have no faith. The psalmist said, ‘In my distress I
cried out to the Lord…
[and] He heard
me.’ Every parent knows
that cry. It’s different; it’s
not a temper tantrum or
a whine for attention, it’s
a cry of distress. And
though it comes in the
dead of night, before you
know it your feet hit the
floor and you’re at your
child’s side holding them,

changing them, feeding
them, and comforting
them. That’s how God
feels about you. When
you get so low that you’re
reaching up just to touch
bottom, cry out to God!
The Psalmist said: ‘He
reached down…and drew
me out of my great trials.
He rescued me…On the
day…I was weakest, they
attacked. But the Lord
held me steady. He led
me to a place of safety,
for he delights in me’ (vv.
16-19). The Psalmist discovered that God was
his ‘high tower’ (v. 2). In
Bible times a high tower
was a place of safety
where the enemy couldn’t get to you. Proverbs
18:10 says, ‘The name of
the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it
and are safe’. It repre-

sents a place of security
in God where you’re lifted
above the threat and the
circumstances. It’s where
you regain your perspective; a place where you
can look ahead and know
this trial will soon be
over. Go ahead, cry out to
God and He will answer
you.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I
cry out to You and only in
You is my refuge. Thank
You for being my safe
place. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/devotions

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
Our old church altar

You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online. To contribute online, visit: www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose
“Donations” in the top banner

www.lcms.org/witness

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM

"Making His House Your Home"
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Birthdays
Mork, Gina
Lowe, Tarra
Torres, Isaac
Wright, Jennifer
McGinnis, Harry
Koterla, Andrew
Guerrero, Ronna
Murawska, Art
Hansen, Robert
Steimel, Debbie
Bernero, Carrie

01-Feb
02-Feb
04-Feb
04-Feb
06-Feb
09-Feb
10-Feb
11-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
15-Feb

February 2021
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Anniversaries
Banko, Nicole
Stephey, Kane
Gallup, Roger
Hansen, Michael
Voss, Ruth Ann
Tuchel, Lisa
Castillo, Karen
Pergande, Nina
Walsh, Amy
Tuchel, Sarah

16-Feb
16-Feb
17-Feb
17-Feb
17-Feb
19-Feb
21-Feb
21-Feb
23-Feb
27-Feb

Romberg, Kim & Jim
Hug, Debbie & Fred
Hermansen, Kari & Scotti

07-Feb
16-Feb
24-Feb

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

February 2021
S

M
1

T

W

T

F

S

2

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

Groundhog Day

7

8

9

Lincoln’s Birthday

5th S a Epiphany
9:45am Service (I)

14

15

Transfiguration of
Our Lord
9:45am Service (I)

Presidents’ Day

16

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

7pm Ash Wednesday Service

Valentine’s Day

21

22

1st S in Lent
9:45am Service (I)

Washington’s
Birthday

23

24
7pm Lenten Service

28
2nd S in Lent
9:45am Service (I)

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:45am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

