
òRedemption Readyó 

For the grace of 

God has appeared, 

bringing salvation 

for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives in the present age, 

waiting for our blessed hope, 

the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Titus 2:11-13 

The Bible verse says we should 

be ready and waiting for the 

return of our Savior. Elsewhere 

in Scripture it says it is impera-

tive that we should always be 

ready. But how? How should 

we get ready? I believe we can 

learn from some people around 

us who always have to be 

ready. You know,  

* people like those who are on 

supposedly ready person is ill-

prepared. What would happen 

if an air-traffic controller 

should become too sleepy or 

too bored to keep a careful 

watch on his screen? What 

would happen if a bus driver 

becomes negligent or distract-

ed for a second? Thirty high-

schoolers could lose their 

lives. The screener in the air-

port dare not let a dangerous 

package slip by him undetect-

ed. For these people to be 

(Continued on page 4) 

the highway patrol. Their job 

demands they always be ready 

and watching the traffic. The 

officers are keeping an eye out 

for lawbreakers, accidents and 

breakdowns; 

* firemen are always ready as 

they listen for the alarm bell to 

ring or the ambulance para-

medics who wait for the phone 

to summon them. These folks 

must be prepared. They know 

the catastrophe that waits if 

they forget to be prepared. 

 Consider what happens if a 
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Well, it is kind of bittersweet, 

but we are happy to report that 

Zoar Lutheran Church is in the 

process of being sold.  Zoar 

members voted to accept a bid 

offered to us by VS WEST LLC, 

a firm that buys historical and 

prestigious buildings to convert 

into townhomes (The outside 

structure will remain and they 

will,of course, change the inte-

rior),  

Everyone is asking, What will 

you do with the money from the 

sale? First of all, we will pay off 

the loan we obtained from Lu-

theran Church Extension Fund 

(LCEF) to pay our outstanding 

bills.  

Second, we talked about a do-

nation to Concordia Col-

lege.  They are building new 

structures and want to have an 

above ground enclosure con-

"Thank You" for welcoming us 

with an open heart and open 

arms. 

God Bless us all as we merge 

to become one happy "Church 

Family". 

necting  the existing buildings 

to the new structure.  They 

would name the enclosure 

"ZOAR PLAZA", that way Zoar's 

name would remain as a 

memory for all of us. And 

a donation would also go to 

The District. 

After all bills are paid and 

whatever monies are left 

would go to Bethlehem Luther-

an Church, our new church 

home, to be invested in the 

Lutheran Church Extension 

Fund. (LCEF). 

Pastor Gallup has been very 

faithful in servicing our mem-

bers and our needs for the 

past three years, along with 

Linda Erjavec playing organ for 

our services while they lasted. 

We from Zoar are very happy 

we have found a new church 

home, and we would like to 
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Nordic Lutheran Churches Seek ILC Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

these conversations.ó 

òDespite the challenges the 

Lutheran church faces around 

the world in this day and age,ó 

Collver said, ò the Lord has 

opened tremendous opportuni-

ties for the proclamation of the 

Gospel and for the encourage-

ment of brothers and sisters in 

Christ.ó 

The Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast ñ 

president of Concordia Theolog-

ical Seminary in Fort Wayne, 

Ind. (CTSFW), special consult-

ant to the ILC and chairman of 

the LCMS Commission on The-

ology and Church Relations ñ 

also participated in the discus-

sions with the Nordic Dioceses, 

òin preparation for future fel-

lowship discussions with the 

[LCMS],ó the news release 

notes. 

òWe are witnessing the emer-

gence of a new era of collabo-

ration between confessional 

Lutherans throughout the 

world,ó Rast said. òAs the Nor-

dic Lutheran Dioceses and the 

ILC move into the future, weõre 

all excited to see what God has 

in store for His Church.ó 

After the discussions conclud-

ed, the ILC executive commit-

tee toured The Lutheran School 

of Theology in Gothenburg, 

where the Mission Province in 

Sweden provides preparation 

for future pastors. In fall 2014, 

CTSFW opened an extension 

site there, where it now offers 

an accredited Master of Sacred 

Theology degree. 
From the Reporter 

discussions related to the be-

lief, confession and practice of 

the Nordic Dioceses, the exec-

utive committee of the Inter-

national Lutheran Council in-

vited each church body of the 

Nordic Dioceses to submit an 

application for membership, 

which will then be considered 

at the next scheduled World 

Conference of the [ILC].ó 

That World Conference is 

scheduled for 2018 at a loca-

tion in Europe that has not yet 

been determined. 

Bishop Roland Gustafsson of 

the Mission Province in Swe-

den said that membership in 

the ILC is òimportantó because 

òbeing in a rather small envi-

ronment in the Nordic coun-

tries, we need the global fel-

lowship of the Church of 

Christ. The ILC represents a 

Lutheran community where 

we do think our Nordic dioces-

es belong.ó 

Gothenburg, which has a tem-

perate climate, was hit by a 

freak snow storm Nov. 19. 

ILC Chairman Rev. Hans-Jörg 

Voigt, who is bishop of the 

Independent Evangelical Lu-

theran Church of Germany, 

said, òWhile we experienced 

the outside of Gothenburg as 

very cold with lots of snow, we 

experienced from our hosts a 

very warm and close confes-

sional brotherhood during this 

conference. It enables us to 

look forward to deeper con-

nections between the Nordic 

church bodies and the Interna-

tional Lutheran Council.ó 

The Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver 

III ñ ILC executive secretary 

and LCMS director of Church 

Relations ñ termed the dis-

cussions with the Nordic Dio-

ceses òvery heartening and we 

look forward to continuing  

The Communion of Nordic 

Dioceses ñ formed last year 

by three confessional Luther-

an bodies in Scandinavia ñ 

has approached 

the International Lutheran 

Council (ILC) about its three 

member churches joining the 

council. 

That membership proposal 

was the topic of discussion 

Jan. 20 when leaders of the 

Nordic Dioceses hosted ILC 

executive-committee mem-

bers for Jan. 20 discussions 

together in Gothenburg, Swe-

den. 

With 37 member churches 

including the LCMS, the ILC 

òseeks to encourage and sup-

port confessional Lutheran 

churches throughout the world 

through education, confer-

ences and discussion of con-

temporary theological issues,ó 

says an ILC news release 

about the discussions in 

Gothenburg. 

The three independent Nordic 

dioceses formed since 2003 

òin response to the seculariza-

tion of the national/state 

churches in their respective 

countries involving matters of 

both Christian doctrine and 

ethics,ó the release states. 

They are the Evangelical Lu-

theran Diocese of Finland, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Diocese 

in Norway and the Mission 

Province in Sweden. 

Last November, those groups 

declared altar and pulpit fel-

lowship with each other and 

established the Communion of 

Nordic Dioceses, which then 

approached the ILC about 

possible membership. 

Concerning the outcome of 

the meeting in Gothenburg, 

the news release says, òAfter 

heartfelt, serious and collegial 


