The Newsletter of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, River Grove, Illinois
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
Rev. Roger Gallup, Pastor

January 2020
Volume 14, Issue 1

Surrender to God!

Regular Features:
Bd of Director’s

2

God’s Treasure Report

3

Flower Chart

5

Birthdays

7

Anniversaries

7

Calendar of Events

7

I have been
crucified with
Christ and I
no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live
by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave
himself for me. Galatians
2:20

John Calvin defined surrender in these words: ‘To
have no other will, no other wisdom, and to follow
the Lord wherever He
leads.’ To do this, you will
have to face your greatest
fear: who will drive your
life? It’s pretty handy to
have Jesus in the passenger seat when we require

His service. ‘Lord, I have
a health problem, and I
need Your help. Something hard is going on at
work, and I’d like it to be
different. I’m feeling anxious, and I want You to
give me peace of mind.
I’m feeling sad, and I’d
like a little hope. I’m facing death, and I want to
make sure I’m going to
heaven.’ But when it
comes to sliding out from
behind the wheel and letting Jesus drive, we’re not
so sure about that because it means we are no
longer in control. For example, if He’s driving, you
are not in charge of your

wallet anymore. You
can’t say, ‘I’ll give sometimes when I feel generous, but I reserve the
right to keep what I
want.’ Now it’s Jesus’
money. When you let Jesus drive you’re no longer in charge of your ego.
You no longer have the
right to satisfy every selfcentered ambition. Now
it’s His life. You are not in
(Continued on page 4)
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In my distress I called to
the LORD; I cried to my
God for help. From his
temple he heard my
voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.
Psalms 18:6

There are times in life
when the best thing you
can do is cry out to God
from the depths of your
being. Don’t worry about
looking undignified, or
having people think you
have no faith. The psalmist said, ‘In my distress I
cried out to the Lord…
[and] He heard me.’ Eve-

ry parent knows that cry.
It’s different; it’s not a
temper tantrum or a
whine for attention, it’s a
cry of distress. And though
it comes in the dead of
night, before you know it
your feet hit the floor and
you’re at your child’s side
holding them, changing
them, feeding them, and
comforting them. That’s
how God feels about you.
When you get so low that
you’re reaching up just to
touch bottom, cry out to
God! The Psalmist said:
‘He reached down…and

drew me out of my great
trials. He rescued me…
On the day…I was weakest, they attacked. But
the Lord held me steady.
He led me to a place of
safety, for he delights in
me’ (vv. 16-19). The
Psalmist discovered that
God was his ‘high
(Continued on page 4)
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As a therapist, I’m often
asked to explain why depression and anxiety are
so common among children and adolescents.
One of the most important explanations, and
perhaps the most neglected, is declining interest in religion. This cultural shift already has
proved disastrous for millions of vulnerable young
people.
A 2018
study in
the
American
Journal
of Epidemiology
examined how being raised in
a family with religious or
spiritual beliefs affects
mental health. Harvard
researchers had examined religious involvement within a longitudinal data set of approximately 5,000 people. …
Children or teens who
reported attending a religious service at least
once per week scored
higher on psychological
well-being measurements and had lower
risks of mental illness.
Weekly attendance was
associated with higher
rates of volunteering, a
sense of mission, for-

giveness, and lower probabilities of drug use and
early sexual initiation.
Pity then that the U.S.
has seen a 20% decrease in attendance at
formal religious services
in the past 20 years, according to a Gallup report
earlier this year.
It’s rare to find a faith
that doesn’t encourage
gratitude as an antidote
to entitlement, or empathy for anyone who
needs nurturing. These
are the building blocks of
strong character. They
are also protective
against depression and
anxiety.
In an individualistic, narcissistic and lonely society, religion provides children a rare opportunity
for natural community. …
Today the U.S. is a competitive, scary and stressful place that idealizes
perfectionism, materialism, selfishness and virtual rather than real human connection. Religion
is the best bulwark
against that kind of society. Spiritual belief and
practice reinforce collective kindness, empathy,
gratitude and real connection.
Erica Komisar, The Wall Street
Journal

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor your email address!
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Stewardship: God Provides...
Our God is a God who works
through means. He can and
has worked immediately without agency, as the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the
whole and for the most part,
our God works through
means. He does this not only
for all of our earthly needs
but also for all of our spiritual
needs. And He does this for
our benefit.
He provides for all our needs
of this body and life through
means. He gives us fathers
and mothers to care for us
when we are young. Through
them, God provides house
and home, food and clothing,
education and training in the
arts and work of this world.
He gives us good government to protect us from harm
and danger; He gives us faithful neighbors and good
friends to help in times of
need and lack. He gives us
employers who trade our
work for income so that we
may acquire the needs of the
body. He gives us brains and
brawn so that we will have
something to trade with those
employers for that needed
income. This work, which we
are able to do only because
of what God has provided to
us, redounds to the benefit of

others. And so, the cycle of
God giving through means
continues.
He provides for all our
needs of our souls. He sent
His Son into the flesh to be
our Savior. In that body, our
Lord Jesus Christ lived the
life that God demands of us
all – a life we have failed to
live because of our sins –
and, in that body, He made
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God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Difference

Year *

2,278

$93,340.25

Dec 1

44

$2,484.00

$2,308

+$176.00

Dec 8

55

$2,541.00

$2,308

+$233.00

Dec 15

52

$2,287.00

$2,308

-($21.00)

Dec 221

134

$19,735.00

$2,308

$17,427.00

2,563

$120,387.25

$117,798

$2,589.25

$108,566 -($15,225.75)

Dec 29

YEAR

*The Year row are the totals for this church fiscal year prior to but NOT including the dates
shown in the rest of the table . 1 includes Advent, Christmas Eve & Day

payment for those sins on
the cross, once and for all.
God delivers this forgiveness through the means
of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to
proclaim, in His stead and by
His command, that our sins
are forgiven for Jesus’ sake.
Through these same pastors,
God Himself claims us as His
own in Holy Baptism, placing
His own name on us in water
and Word, igniting faith by
the gift of the Holy Spirit. And
He gives us His life-giving
body and blood to nourish us

in this same faith until the end.
Our God is a God who works
through means.
This is true also of stewardship.
This is what St. Paul wrote in
Philippians:
“I have received full payment,
and more. I am well supplied,
having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
And my God will supply every
need of yours according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).
The gift St. Paul received from
the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.
They gave to God. God provided
for St. Paul through the Philippi-

ans. And the God who loves
both Paul and the Philippians
will supply their every need
according to the riches in Christ
Jesus. Our God is a God who
works through means.
“For all the promises of God
find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],”
St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20.
This is true also of you. Trust in
the God who provides for all
that we need in body and soul
through means. And not only
will you find His “yes” to you,
but others will find it, too,
through you. “But as you excel
in everything – in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in all
earnestness, and in our love for
you – see that you excel in this
act of grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7).

Surrender to God-Part 2
Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “If anyone
would come after me,
he must deny himself
and take up his cross
and follow me. Matthew
16:24

Surrender is not the
same thing as passivity.
God’s will for your life

involves exercising creativity, making choices,
and taking initiative.
Surrender does not
mean being a doormat;
it does not mean you
accept circumstances
fatalistically. Often it
means you will have to
fight to challenge the

status quo. It doesn’t
mean that you stop using
your mind, stop asking
questions, or stop thinking critically. Surrender is
not a crutch for weak
people who cannot handle life. Instead, surrender is the glad and volun- that there is a God, and He
(Continued on page 5)
tary acknowledgment

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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Surrender to God! (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building
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Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
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circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

charge of your mouth
anymore. You don’t get
to gossip, flatter, cajole,
condemn, lie, curse,
rage, cheat, intimidate,
manipulate, exaggerate,
and prevaricate any
more. Now it’s not your
mouth – it’s His mouth.
So here’s the question:
have you invited Jesus

along for the ride, or is
He driving? The word for
you today is: surrender to
God.
Prayer : Heaven Father,
help me get out of the
driver seat and let You
drive, trusting You with
all that I am and do. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen

lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

Cry Out to God! (continued from page 1)
tower’ (v. 2). In Bible
times a high tower was a
place of safety where
the enemy couldn’t get
to you. Proverbs 18:10
says, ‘The name of the
Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous run to it
and are safe’. It represents a place of security
in God where you’re lifted above the threat and
the circumstances. It’s

where you regain your
perspective; a place
where you can look
ahead and know this
trial will soon be over.
Go ahead, cry out to
God and He will answer
you.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I cry out to You
and only in You is my
refuge. Thank You for

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

being my safe place. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions
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Surrender to God-Part 2 (continued from page 3)
is not you. His purposes
are wiser and better
than your desires. Jesus
doesn’t come to rearrange the outside of
your life the way you
want; He comes to rearrange the inside of your
life the way God wants.
In surrender, you let go
of your life. You recognize that you are no
longer the center of the
universe, and you put

God there. You yield to
Him. You offer obedience. You do what He
says. Jesus was very
clear on this point:
‘Unless a kernel of
wheat falls to the
ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies [to
self] it produces many
seeds’ (John 12:24). How
do you live a productive
and fruitful life? By dying

to yourself daily. D.L.
Moody said the world has
yet to see what God can
do with one person who is
totally surrendered to
Him. Today, kneel and
pray …
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
take me, shake me,
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
break me, and make me devotions
what You want me to be.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen

Have You Seen Any Angels Lately?
The angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for
see – I am bringing you
good news of great joy
Luke 2:10

Have you seen any angels around you lately,
and not the kind that
are hanging on your
Christmas tree or man-

tel? Sure, we all have!
Who has brought you the
good news of Christ’s
birth lately? Yes, that was
an angel of the Lord!
Who has touched you
with a kind word, a holy
hug, and a word of comfort? Right again. It’s an
angel of the Lord!

And who have you supported with a caring gesture and helpful hand recently? Who have you
gone out of your way to
help and listen to when a
friend has been hit by illness? Just look in the
mirror – Yes, there you

are, as the Lord’s angel of love and peace!
A little child was selected to be the angel in
the church’s Christmas
worship service. She
(Continued on page 6)

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or

during the month in
which flowers were
requested.
God's blessings to each
of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim & Marion Ashby
Chairpersons
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service
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Have You Seen Any Angels Lately? (continued from page 5)
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

member the message! As
she boldly looked into the
crowd, she shouted out,
“Boy, do I have news for
you!”
was so proud and excitThat is what angels do,
ed! She studied and stud- and that is what we do as
ied the words of St. Luke well as we show and tell
2:10, wanting to get eve- the story of Jesus’ birth,
ry word exactly correct.
death, and resurrection
When the time came to
to those around us, in
bring the “Good News” to word and deed! We too
the congregation, she
forget the words at times.
arose, started to wiggle
We too often forget to say
her wings, looked out into and do Christ’s love to
the congregation ….and
and with others.
forgot the words!
And the Lord is always
However, even though
there to pick us up, get
she couldn’t remember
our “wings” back on
the words, she did restraight, and then ena-

bles us to do and tell the
story of Christ’s birthday,
death and resurrection to
those around us!
Prayer: Lord, thanks for
making us Your band of
angels, the Church. Keep
us aware of the needs
and hurts of those
around us so we can
reach out with comfort,
hope, and love to the
lost, the least, and the
lonely. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen!
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

Christmas Is Every Day!

Our old church altar

And the Word became
flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. John 1:14
Blessed Christmas to you
and yours! May the new
born Jesus continue to
grow in our hearts and
lives each day as we continue to share this Miracle of love with those He
puts around us. Christmas is never “just” one
day in the year but rather
Christmas is every day as
we show and tell Jesus’
love and forgiveness to
all. What a gift that we
never have to “take
down” all of the Christ-

www.lcms.org/witness

mas decorations in our
lives after today but rather we get to continue to
be stars of His light and
ornaments of His majesty
every day. There is no
such thing as an afterChristmas “sale”. Christ
is always “free” for the
taking, as the spirit works
in and through each of
us.
A little child was asked
during the family Christmas dinner to finish the
scripture passage, “And
the Word became …..” He
was flustered for a minute but then proudly
proclaimed, “ And the
Word became …..Fresh”!
And he was right! The

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Word, Jesus Christ, became flesh for us so that
His Word would be
“fresh” in and through
our lives as we continue
to share and celebrate
the Christmas miracle.
Prayer: Lord, we celebrate Your birth today by
sharing Your Word in
fresh and lively ways with
others. Thanks for being
born into our lives each
day so that we may enable others to be born in
You as well, through Your
death and resurrection.
Blessed Birthday, Jesus!
Amen!
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Banko, Justin
Husby, Cody
Saar, Angela
Sepulveda, Cherish
Sundt, Sharon
Shabez, Jamie
Johnson, Samantha
Lara, Laura
Bernero, Ray
Hansen, Cassandra
Lutzow, Joseph
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Anniversaries

03-Jan
03-Jan
03-Jan
04-Jan
06-Jan
09-Jan
11-Jan
13-Jan
12-Jan
16-Jan
16-Jan

Olson, Beth
Virzi, Nicole
Kazumura, George
Kosior, Jamie
Jauch, Janice
Fuerst, John
Schutt, Derek
Sundt, Angela
Hansen, Kim
Kruse, Clifford
Gallup, Elizabeth

17-Jan
17-Jan
20-Jan
21-Jan
21-Jan
22-Jan
22-Jan
22-Jan
25-Jan
25-Jan
29-Jan

NONE ON OUR LIST

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

January 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
2nd Sun after Christmas
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
1st Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
2nd Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
3rd Sun a the Epiphany
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

27

28

29

30

31

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:15am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

