
"Where Should Evangelicals Go Now?" 

Evangelical 

Christians 

have unques-

tionably been 

a loyal and largely unmov-

able base of support for 

President Donald Trump 

since he has been in of-

fice, and in some cases 

before. When President-

elect Joe Biden takes of-

fice, where do they go and 

what should they do? 

Perhaps no evangelical 

pastor has been a strong-

er and more consistent 

supporter and defender of 

President Trump than Dr. 

Robert Jeffress who leads 

the 13,000-member First 

Baptist Church in Dallas. 

thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways, de-

clares the Lord.” (Isaiah 

55:8) 

While acknowledging 

that “for millions of Chris-

tians across our nation” 

the election of former 

Vice President Biden and 

Sen. Kamala Harris “is a 

bitter pill to  swallow,” 

Jeffress writes he once 

quoted Daniel 2:21 to 

Trump the year before he 

was inaugurated: “It is 

God who changes the 

times and the epochs. He 

(Continued on page 4) 

In an essay written for the 

Fox News website Jef-

fress urges his fellow 

evangelicals to return to 

their first love. He’s not 

calling for their withdraw-

al from politics, but for 

them to focus on some-

thing that is often beyond 

understanding. 

Jeffress asks, “What is 

God doing in this out-

come? Why would He al-

low this to happen?” 

The presumption is that 

the God of the evangeli-

cals should be on the 

side of Republicans and 

conservatives, but as 

Scripture notes, “For my 

thoughts are not your 
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By participating in the 

CTSFW Adopt a Student 

Program our congrega-

tion will not only gain first

-hand awareness of the 

realities and struggles of 

students, but will help 

offset some part of his 

expenses, enabling him 

to focus more fully on the 

studies to which God has 

called him. Our support 

will encourage and sus-

tain him throughout his 

seminary journey. 

Once we get the infor-

mation about our adopted 

seminarian it will be post-

ed in the narthex so that 

everyone can learn about 

him. 

Our seminarian is Phillip 

Sherouse, born June 22, 

1980. 
 

Bethlehem Adopts CTSFW Seminarian Phillip Sherouse 
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“Serving GOD and the  

community since 1898” 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 

Gerald Erjavec 

847-671-1677 

gerjavec@mindspring.com 

Vice-Chairman 

Ray Bernero 

708-456-4344 

bernero@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary 

Kurt Kugelberg 

630-248-2571 

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer 

Marian Sperling 

847-288-0334 

mjsperling@sbcglobal.net 

Financial Secretary 

Tim Saar 

847-455-2123 

timsaar@gmail.com 

Elders 

Harry McGinnis 

708-837-9753 

hmcginni@triton.edu 

Properties 

Bob Schultz 

schultzie44@att.net 

At-Large 

Liz Mork 

708-453-2187 

lizmork@comcast.net 

Diana Arndt 

847-455-5193 

dlarndt623@yahoo.com 

BETHLEHEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES: November 24, 2020 

Vice Chairman’s Report: 

none 

Old Business: 

*Budget/Elections: Mo-

tion passed unanimously 

to recommend budget to 

congregation  

* Annual Voter’s meeting 

is on hold 

New Business: none 

next meeting January 26, 

2021 

Closing – Lord’s Prayer: 

7:29pm 

Report: giving report - 

add $7210 last for Sun-

day 

Pastor’s Report:  

*Picket Fence got sever-

al COVID-19 cases and 

now closed (pastor 

waived December rent) 

*May not be District con-

vention this year 

*passed both fire alarm 

& boiler inspections 

*still looking for contrac-

tor for gutter & drain 

cleaning service 

Deacons Report: none 

Properties Report: none 

Ad hoc committees: none 

Attendance 

(via Zoom): 

Pastor Gal-

lup, Gerry  

Erjavec, Tim 

Saar, Liz Mork, Marian 

Sperling, Diana Arndt, 

Kurt Kugelberg 

Opening Prayer: 7:08pm  

Approval of past Minutes: 

approved as submitted 

Official Acts: wedding of 

Robert & Jennifer Enger  

Treasurer’s Report: LCEF 

account $228,581.73; 

checking account 

$74,324.79   

Financial Secretary’s  

Bethlehem joined 
YouTube 268 days ago.. 
From our first video up-
load until now, our fans 
have his that like but-
ton 424 times! 
Our community’s growing
–they've left 360 com-
ments and shared our 
videos 74 times. 

This past year, we 

gained 106 subscrib-

ers and 5,784 new 

views. 

2020 Poinsettia Donations 

Puchta Family 

Ray & Robert Rundblad 

Tim & Angela Saar 

Bob Schultz 

Marian Sperling 

Yvonne Tokarz 

John Wedekind 

Bernero Family 

Sharon Burke 

Gallup  Family 

Koterla Family 

Kurt Kugelberg 

David & Nicole Lutzow 

Peavey Family 

Thanks to everyone  who helped beautify our  

Christmas altar with the gift of  Poinsettias 
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God’s Treasure Report  
Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 1615/1005 $134,011.32 $101,520 $32,491.32 

Dec 6 33/22 $2,925.00 $2,115 +$810.00 

Dec 13 37/30 $1,955.00 $2,115 -($160.00) 

Dec 20 36/17 $3,973.00 $2,115 +$1,858.00 

Dec 24-25 47/35 Included below $0 $0 

Dec 27 27/24 $13,200.10 $2,115 $11,085.10 

YEAR  1795/1133 $156,064.42 $109,980 $46,084.42 

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

nestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 

cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), 

and love (2 Cor. 8:23). 

 In other words, giving to 

the Church is not to be an 

afterthought, given after 

everything else is spent. 

In this way, it is deliber-

ate. We give regularly – 

weekly, biweekly, monthly, 

quarterly, or yearly – 

keeping in mind our own 

strengths, weaknesses, 

and limitations. We set it 

aside beforehand – be-

fore anything else is 

spent. 

 From those first fruits, we 

set aside a proportionate 

and generous amount. 

Ten percent was the 

standard for the Israelites. 

This was a command for 

the ancient Israelites. We 

can give as much as we 

want, but ask yourself: Do 

we really want to be less 

generous than was com-

manded of the Israelites? 

Is the job of the New Tes-

tament Church bigger or 

smaller than the job given 

to Israel? 

 And how are we to give 

it? We give it with eager-

ness and earnestness. We 

give it cheerfully and with 

love, not out of compul-

sion. For through the 

preaching of the Gospel 

and the administration of 

the sacraments, God has 

made us His children, for-

given us all our sins, given 

us grace upon grace, 

promised us life everlast-

ing with Him in His king-

dom, and filled us with His 

own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 

This makes giving a joy, 

as Jesus said, “it is more 

blessed to give than to 

receive” (Acts 20:35). 

 It’s that easy. And it is 

joyful. For in stewardship, 

our gracious and giving 

Lord invites us to take 

part in the work that He 

accomplishes here on 

earth, providing for the 

ongoing preaching of the 

Gospel as well as those 

who are in need. Taking 

part in that makes all our 

work holy – work that is 

done in service to the 

Lord as priestly members 

of His kingdom. 

Stewardship: Who are You? 

It’s a new year. It’s a 

time when we take stock 

of the year past in order 

to improve the year to 

come. It’s a time when 

we sit down to plan and 

implement what we want 

to accomplish and even 

change. Part of that is 

planning our steward-

ship for the coming year. 

 Often, we find this diffi-

cult and daunting and 

even joyless, but it 

doesn’t have to be. In 

fact, it is really quite sim-

ple and full of joy. So, 

here are some tips to 

make that planning less 

stressful. You begin by 

answering these three 

questions: 

*Who are you? 

*To whom do I give? 

*And how much? 

 So, who are you? The 

Table of Duties in the 

Luther’s Small Cate-

chism informs us. Are 

you a hearer of God’s 

Word? Are you a citizen 

of society? Are you a 

member of a family? 

Stewardship covers 

these three estates: 

church, society, and 

family. We don’t particu-

larly struggle to give to 

society or family. Our 

struggles, our difficul-

ties, and our questions 

arise in giving to the 

Church. 

 So, what is our duty as 

members of the Church 

with regard to giving? 

Again, the Table of Du-

ties, gives us a guide. If 

you are a hearer – a 

member of the Church 

who receives instruction 

– St. Paul taught: “Let 

the one who is taught 

the word share all good 

things with the one who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This 

means the local congre-

gation is primary. 

 Your pastor is the one 

called to preach the 

Gospel to you and ad-

minister the Lord’s 

blessed sacraments to 

you. Your congregation 

is the place where 

those things happen. 

Thus, when God calls us 

to give to the Church, 

He has the local congre-

gation in mind. For “the 

Lord commanded that 

those who proclaim the 

gospel should get their 

living by the gospel” (1 

Cor. 9:14). 

How much do we give to 

the local congregation? 

Our only instructions 

are to give: 

*Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–

2); 

*Proportionally (1 Cor. 

16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 

*Generously (2 Cor. 

8:20); 

*Of our first fruits (Gen. 

4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 

27:30); and 

*With a spirit of eager-

ness (2 Cor. 9:2), ear-

"Making His House Your Home" 
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Bethlehem Church was 

dedicated on Sunday,  

Nov 4, 1951 it was built 

adjacent to the old church 

building 

circa 1900 Bethlehem 

Church (foreground) and 

School (background)   

Our Church Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div., 

M.A. 

Office 708-453-1113 

Home 708-456-9028 

 

Director of Music 

Linda Erjavec, B.A.  

847-671-1677 

 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Gallup 

708-453-1113x10 

 

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.”  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

removes kings and es-

tablishes kings.” 

Jeffress adds, “Human 

government and rulers 

change at God’s direc-

tion and design. Our 

faith and our salvation 

lie not in any human rul-

er, but in the ruler of rul-

ers, the King of kings. 

The fact that God has 

established authorities 

means that by obeying 

the government, we 

obey God.”  The scriptur-

al command leaves no 

room for debate, much 

less disagreement. 

This is another oppor-

tunity for evangelicals to 

obey what their leader — 

Jesus — commanded 

them to do. While He 

presides over govern-

ments and rulers, what 

influence on culture and 

even government would 

it have if evangelicals 

enmasse began obeying 

His commands? As most 

should know and have 

heard in sermons in 

many of their churches, 

these include, “You have 

heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neighbor’ and 

‘Hate your enemy.’ But I 

tell you, love your ene-

mies and pray for those 

who persecute you, that 

you may be sons of your 

Father in heaven. He 

causes His sun to rise on 

the evil and the good and 

sends rain on the right-

eous and the unright-

eous.” (Matthew 5:43-45) 

That politics and politi-

cians may work contrary 

to evangelical beliefs 

does not mean they have 

been deprived of opportu-

nities to do good. On 

abortion they can support 

a local pregnancy help 

center. When it comes to 

reaching poor children 

trapped in failing schools, 

they can start a fund to 

help at least some es-

cape to good private 

schools. 

Poverty? A church might 

organize retired profes-

sionals to reach out to 

the poor to help them find 

meaningful work and 

train them to qualify for it. 

They could also visit 

those in prison, as Jesus 

commanded. It isn’t diffi-

cult to find them. Re-

search ministries already 

helping and volunteer. 

Jeffress concludes his 

essay by saying that 

God’s command 

“applies all the same, 

whether the emperor 

was the faith-friendly 

Constantine, or the evil 

emperor Nero. 

“When Joe Biden be-

comes president, we 

should commend him 

for the things he does 

right. We should con-

demn the things he 

does wrong. And above 

all, we must pray fer-

vently for our president. 

If President Biden suc-

ceeds, we all succeed.” 

 
Chicago Tribune, Cal Thomas 

is a syndicated columnist. 

"Where Should Evangelicals Go Now?" (continued from page 1)    
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Bring your inkjet or laser 
cartridges to the narthex! 

We return them for  a rebate 
For more information con-

tact: Peggy Shabez 

River Grove 

Food Pantry 
“If everyone coming 

to church brought just 

one item each Sun-

day, think how many 

lives we could touch.”  

PLEASE USE OUR: 

Tuition Credit  

Shopping Program  
for current & future 

students of Walther 

High School    

shopwithscrip.com   
  Linda McGinnis,  

  Chairperson 

 

this is the will of My 

Father, that everyone 

who looks on the Son 

and believes in Him 

should have eternal 

life, and I will raise 

him up on the last 

day" (John 6:37, 40). 

PRAYER: Lord, when I 

am in the wilderness, 

help me to hear Your 

voice. Amen. 

 
from The Lutheran Hour 

 

God can 

use to 

speak to 

us and 

to call us 

closer to 

Himself. 

And then we hear Je-

sus, saying, "Come to 

Me, all who labor and 

are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. Take 

My yoke upon you, and 

learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find 

rest for your 

souls" (Matthew 11:28

-29). "All that the Fa-

ther gives Me will 

come to Me, and who-

ever comes to Me I will 

never cast out ... For 

We have a live 

stream  availa-

ble the link is:  
 www.youtube.co
m/c/
BethlehemLuther-
anRG    

Sermons 

And the child grew and 

became strong in spir-

it, and he was in the 

wilderness until the 

day of his public ap-

pearance to Israel. 

(Luke 1:80) 

The wilderness is not a 

comfortable place. 

There isn't much to eat 

there—locusts and wild 

honey?—and there is-

n't much company, ei-

ther. A man who lives 

in the wilderness is 

giving up a lot—a nice 

home, a good career, a 

life surrounded by 

family and friends. 

 But the wilderness is 

good for some things. 

Because there are not 

many distractions, it 

makes a useful place 

for someone who 

wants to draw near to 

God. There is less to 

compete with His 

voice. Maybe that's 

why Isaiah spoke of 

John as a voice crying 

in the wilderness (see 

Isaiah 40:3). People 

would hear God's call 

to repent—and to be 

forgiven. 

 We, too, have our 

own wildernesses. 

There are times in 

our lives when the 

good things we count 

on fall away—home, 

family, health, finan-

cial security. These 

are scary times, but 

they are also times 

 Flower Chart 2020:   

We are all aware that 

flowers bring beauty to 

the altar as well as joy to 

the giver.  Payment can 

be made in advance or  

during the month in 

which flowers were  

requested.  

 God's blessings to each 

of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you 

may contact Liz Mork. 

“In The Wilderness” 

Stop by the multi-

purpose room either 

before or after service 

& have a Keurig K-Cup 

of Hot Chocolate,  

Coffee or Tea 

http://www.youtube.com/c/BethlehemLutheranRG
http://www.youtube.com/c/BethlehemLutheranRG
http://www.youtube.com/c/BethlehemLutheranRG
http://www.youtube.com/c/BethlehemLutheranRG
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circa 1927 Bethlehem 

Church & Parsonage prior 

to remodeling of church 

building which occurred in 

1928 

Our old church altar  

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online.  To con-

tribute online, visit:  www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose 

“Donations” in the top banner  

Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, 

let us throw off every-

thing that hinders and 

the sin that so easily 

entangles, and let us 

run with perseverance 

the race marked out 

for us. Hebrews 12:1 

On a radio broadcast, 

Dennis Rainey talked 

about Double Eagle 

II, the first hot air balloon 

to cross the Atlantic 

Ocean. The men piloting 

the magnificent craft 

caught an air corridor 

that carried them all the 

way across the Atlantic. 

But when they were just 

off the coast of Ireland, 

they flew into heavy cloud 

cover and ice began to 

form on the balloon’s out-

er shell. They lost alti-

tude, dropping from 

twenty thousand to ten 

thousand feet in a matter 

of hours. They did every-

thing they could to save 

the balloon. They threw 

out video cameras, food 

rations, and even a glider 

with which they had 

planned to land. At about 

four thousand feet they 

transmitted their location 

and then threw the radio 

overboard. Finally, at 

three thousand feet they 

broke through into sun-

light. The ice came off in 

sheets, and the great bal-

loon soared all the way 

into France. The Bible 

says that in order to run 

and win your life’s race, 

you must ‘lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which 

so easily ensnares’. And 

it’s a lot easier to identify 

the sin you need to drop 

than the weight you need 

to drop. Why? Because 

often the weight is legiti-

mate, and includes re-

sponsibilities, pres-

sures, obligations, 

schedules, and entan-

glements. Today you 

need to stop and take 

an inventory of what 

you’re carrying. You 

need to face each 

thing squarely and 

ask yourself, ‘Did God 

give me this to carry, did 

someone else give it to 

me, or did I decide on my 

own to pick it up?’ What-

ever is weighing you 

down today – lay it aside! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

help me remove all the 

extra weight I am carry-

ing around that I should 

get rid of – and the dis-

cernment to know what 

to shed. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 
lutheranchurchcharities.org/devotions 

What’s Weighing You Down? 

Are you getting the 
Newsletter via Email?  

If not please give pastor 
your email address!  

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM 
www.dignity4girls.org 

Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582 
www.lcms.org/witness 

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/


Banko, Justin        03-Jan 

Husby, Cody         03-Jan 

Saar, Angela         03-Jan 

Sepulveda, Cherish     04-Jan 

Sundt, Sharon        06-Jan 

Shabez, Jamie        09-Jan 

Johnson, Samantha     11-Jan 

Lara, Laura         13-Jan 

Bernero, Ray         12-Jan 

Hansen, Cassandra     16-Jan 

Lutzow, Joseph       16-Jan 

Olson, Beth         17-Jan 

Virzi, Nicole         17-Jan 

Kazumura, George     20-Jan 

Kosior, Jamie        21-Jan 

Jauch, Janice        21-Jan 

Fuerst, John        22-Jan 

Schutt, Derek        22-Jan 

Sundt, Angela        22-Jan 

Hansen, Kim         25-Jan 

Kruse, Clifford        25-Jan 

Gallup, Elizabeth      29-Jan 

Birthdays 
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NONE ON OUR LIST 

Do you want to add to our Birthday  or  

Anniversary list?  Contact the Church Office:   

708-453-1113 or just send us a note! 

"Making His House Your Home" 

Note:  (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;  

January 2021 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
27 28 29 30 31 01 02 

               

 
03 04 05 06 07 08 09 

  2nd S. after Christ-

mas 

9:45am Service (I) 

 

    Epiphany       

 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 1st S. after Epiphany 

9:45am Service (I) 

            

 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 2nd S. after Epiphany 

9:45am Service (I) 

            

 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 Transfiguration of Our 

Lord 

9:45am Service (I) 

            

 
31 01 02 03 04 05 06 

 Septuagesima  
9:45am Service (I) 

            

Anniversaries 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
2624 Oak Street  

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898 

What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans 

-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.  

-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died 

a sacrificial death on the cross for all.  

-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.  

-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us. 

-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the  

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins. 

-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace, 

but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us. 

-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word, 

strengthens us to live for Him. 

-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of 

God brings us to Jesus our Lord.  

ADVANCE  
EQUIPMENT 

 MANUFACTURING  
COMPANY 

CHICAGO, IL 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:45am Service  

 Communion is celebrated every  

Sunday; common cup on the  

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113 

 PASTOR: 708-456-9028 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Please e-mail any articles you 

want included in the next  

newsletter to:  

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

bethlehemrivergrove.com 

8:15am Sundays— 
For all you Early Risers used to 

coming to the first service - Join 

us for coffee and a topical discus-

sion of the Bible with Pastor Gal-

lup.  Everyone interested in learn-

ing more about the Word are 

welcome!  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.org

