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“Gloom & Doom”
Jeremiah 28:5-9

- Then the
prophet Jeremiah spoke
to Hananiah
the prophet in the presence of the priests and all
the people who were
standing in the house of
the LORD, and the prophet Jeremiah said, "Amen!
May the LORD do so; may
the LORD make the words
that you have prophesied
come true, and bring
back to this place from
Babylon the vessels of the
house of the LORD, and
all the exiles. Yet hear
now this word that I speak
in your hearing and in the
hearing of all the people.

The prophets who preceded you and me from
ancient times prophesied
war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms.
As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when
the word of that prophet
comes to pass, then it will
be known that the LORD
has truly sent the prophet."
This passage from Jeremiah always makes me
laugh. Just to give you a
little context—as a prophet of the Lord, Jeremiah
has been warning the
people about their wickedness, and he has told

them that things are only
going to get worse in
their country if they don't
repent. The king of Babylon has already taken
away a lot of people,
their king, and some of
the furnishings of the
temple. And he's going to
do worse than that, in
the near future.
But there's this other
man who also claims to
be a true prophet. And he
is telling everyone, "No, it
isn't going to happen.
God will bring all those
(Continued on page 6)
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accepts…is…to look after
orphans and widows’ (James 1:27). This
could be the kind of ministry you’ve been looking
for! The only qualification
you need is the memory of
learn to do right! Seek
how it feels to ‘be left out’
justice, encourage the
and the compassion to ‘do
oppressed. Defend the
something about it’. The
cause of the fatherless,
following poignant letter,
plead the case of the wid- ‘The Story of Widowhood’,
ow. Isaiah 1:17
was written by a lady
In New Testament times
whose husband died.
society had no welfare
‘First numbness, then
system. That’s why the
busyness. A million things
apostle James wrote,
to settle. Endless death
‘Religion that God…
(Continued on page 2)

ATTENTION:
NEW SERVICE TIME:
9:45am

OFFERINGS to be
dropped in plate in
Narthex as you depart
church
COMMUNION is by
continuous distribution
of bread & individual
cup
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Remember the Overlooked &Forgotten (continued from page 1)

“Serving GOD and the
community since 1898”

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gerald Erjavec
847-671-1677
gerjavec@mindspring.com
Vice-Chairman
Ray Bernero
708-456-4344
bernero@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Kurt Kugelberg
630-248-2571
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Marian Sperling
847-288-0334
mjsperling@sbcglobal.net
Financial Secretary
Tim Saar
847-455-2123
timsaar@gmail.com
Elders
Harry McGinnis
708-837-9753
hmcginni@triton.edu
Properties
Bob Schultz
schultzie44@att.net
At-Large
Liz Mork
708-453-2187
lizmork@comcast.net
Diana Arndt
847-455-5193
dlarndt623@yahoo.com

the hospital in a plastic
bag. You empty the closet and give all his things
away. It’s heartache like
you wouldn’t believe.
Every suit in his closet
reminds you of a special
place or time you shared
certificates and things to together. A year has
sign. Friends are so con- passed; you’re still in one
siderate; caring support
piece. Then the blow!
from relatives. You keep Your friends celebrate a
busy. But at night you
birthday – all couples.
pound the empty side of You’re not included bethe bed in grief. Finally
cause you’d be a “fifth
you close your eyes,
wheel”. Some wives may
throw his toothbrush into even consider you a
the garbage, and toss
threat. Please remember
out the old work shoes
us. Don’t treat us like exyou brought home from
cess baggage. We’ve

Monthly Update:

been handed a rotten
break, and we need
friends. Signed, Forgotten.’ Think of the difference you could make today in somebody’s life by
being willing to seek out
those that society so often overlooks and forgets.
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
give me Your eyes to see
those that are forgotten
and overlooked and be
there for them. In Jesus’
Name, Amen
devotions.lcccharities.org

Sermons Available:
If you will not be in
church Sunday because
of COVID-19 fear we still
want you to be a part of
the proclamation of the
WORD.
We have a live stream
option available:
the link is:
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCafqaP4ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ

and the same in the
You Tube app for
mobile devices
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Stewardship: Don’t Forget the Church
“Good Teacher, what must I
do to inherit eternal life?”
asked the rich young ruler.
Jesus said, “You know the
commandments.” And the
ruler replied, “All these I have
kept from my youth.” And
Jesus said to him, “One thing
you still lack. Sell all that you
have and distribute to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22)
As we listen to this, one
question is raised in our
minds: Is Jesus speaking to
us also or only to the rich
young ruler? In other words,
is Jesus telling us to sell all
that we have and give it to
the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No! But
why? Why should we not
sell all that we have and
distribute it to the poor?
The simplest explanation is
this: If we sold everything
we have, our wife and our
children would be neglected. In other words, to sell
everything we have and give it
to the poor would ignore,
even abandon, those whom
God has placed in our care.
Our money, everything we
have, is not to be used solely
for the church. But that
doesn’t mean it isn’t to be
used for the purpose God
intends.
Everyone has three stations
in life, three spheres in which
we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These
stations are the church, the
family, and society. We are
members of all three of these
by birth.
*We are born into the church

by water and the Word of
God, and our duties to others in the church arise from
either our birth into the
church or the birth of others
by Baptism into it.
*We are born into a family,
and our duties to others
stem from either our birth
into that family or the birth
of others into our family.
*Finally, we are born into
society, which is simply a
further extension of our birth
into our family. The duties we

have toward other members
of society come from either
our birth or the birth of others into the same society.
All that we have and all that
we are is to be pressed into
service for the church, the
family, and society. If we
were to sell all we have and
give only to one, the other
two would be neglected, and
our duties toward them
would falter.
So, consider your life and all
that you have in light of
these three stations. You pay
taxes to support and help
those in society. You provide
food, clothing, and shelter
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God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Difference

Year *

813/451

$61.983.73

$44,415

$17,568.73

May 31+

28/27

$7,288.00

$2,115

+$5,173.00

Jun 7+

33/22

$2,470.14

$2,115

+$355.14

Jun 14+

35/22

$2,339.00

$2,115

+$224.00

Jun 21+

43/17

$1,604.00

$2,115

-($511.00)

Jun 28+

37/23

YEAR

989/562

$75,684.87

$52,875

$22,809.87

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views

for the members of your family. You save for college for
your children.
But the one station that is
usually thought of last is the
church. Since the needs of
the family and society are
more immediate, the church
is often given what is left
over. This is not how it should
be. Rather, we are to give of
our first fruits – the best from
off the top – even as Abel
gave the best of his flock.
This requires forethought and
intent. It means that you sit
down and make a plan for what
you will give from the beginning. It means sticking to it
even when it seems there are
other more immediate and
pressing things.
This is all the more necessary
now as we enter into periods of
time while giving is low due to
high unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church
to give. If we love God, his gifts
of forgiveness given through
the means of grace we receive
at church and only at church,
then we will support the church

just as we love our country and
our family.
For all that we have and all
that we are is given to us by our
gracious and giving God. He
spared no expense for us and
our salvation. He gave up His
Son into death so that our sins
are forgiven, and we will live.
What is more, He provides for
all that we need for this body
and life. And our lives in this
world, among these three
spheres of the church, the family, and society, are to mirror
the generosity of the one who
gave us life in all three by birth.
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even
an afterthought. The church is
nurturing you, bringing you up
in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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Courage of Jehoshaphat
The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he
walked in the earlier
ways of his father David.
He did not seek the
Baals, but sought the
God of his father and
walked in His commandments, and not according to the practices of
Israel. Therefore the
LORD established the
kingdom in his hand. ...
His heart was courageous in the ways of the
LORD.
Please note that Jehoshaphat's one, allabsorbing aim was to
have his country covenanted with God! He
brought his people together for prayer and
contrition. If our nation's
presidents, following the
example of Washington,
Lincoln, and other chief
2 Chronicles 17: 3-5a, 6a
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

executives, would call the
people to repentance,
and if the country with
one accord would confess
its sins, we could start on
the road to real national
rebuilding. A contrite land
humbled to its knees before the Ruler of the universe has more promise
of peace in its repentant
faith than a thousand
treaties which leave no
room for the Savior.
Here's is Scripture's own
promise: "If My people
who are called by My
Name humble themselves, and pray and seek
My face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and
heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14). This is the Almighty's pledge. It can
never be broken.
Wise Jehoshaphat also

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

recognized the importance of the family in
the life of the nation.
Homes dedicated to
God, he knew, were a
strong bulwark of national happiness. Do we
know this today? How
can we expect God to
grant us peace with other countries when many
within our borders do
not maintain peace in
their own homes? Give
your home to Jesus, and
it becomes a protection
for peace!
While Jehoshaphat
foresaw the Messiah
only dimly, we can look
(Continued on page 5)
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Courage of Jehoshaphat

Reasons to be Thankful

(Continued from page 4)

back to the fulfillment of
prophecy and clearly
behold the Christ, the
Son of the Most High,
the one true Prince of
Peace. This is the glory
of Lutheran Hour Ministries' radio mission—your
Lord. He is the God of
love, who sought you
ages before you knew
Him; the God of grace,
who in His measureless
compassion gave His
own holy, sinless Self
into the darkest death,
sentenced in your stead,
cursed for your crimes,
crucified for your guilt,
killed for your life.
He is the God of salvation, who asks only that
you confess your sins
and trust in Him to be
assured of a place prepared for you in heaven
(see 1 John 1:9). He is
the God of life, whose
rising from the grave is a
seal of your own resurrection. He is the Savior
of the world, who died
on the cross to remove
your guilt, to bring you

back to His Father, stainless, holy, and free.
So, which shall it be—
Christ or conflict, world
salvation or world struggle? May the Holy Spirit
grant now that each of
us, with Jehoshaphat's
firm trust, draw near to
the sin-removing, peacebestowing Lamb of God.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, give us the faith
and courage of Jehoshaphat, so we too may live
in dedicated service to
You. In Jesus' Name we
pray. Amen.
From "Must We Fight World
War III?" a sermon excerpt
from Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier,
the first Speaker of The Lutheran Hour

give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:18
Gratitude doesn’t come
naturally to us, but grumbling does. No one had
more cause to grumble
than Joseph. Abandoned,
enslaved, betrayed, and
estranged. Those are the
chapter titles for his life
story. Yet when he talks
about it you won’t hear a
tinge of bitterness. Instead, you’ll hear the opposite. In naming his two
sons, he makes them living, breathing, lifelong

testimonies of his
gratitude to God.
‘Joseph named his
older son Manasseh,
for he said, “God has
made me forget all
my troubles and everyone in my father’s
family.” Joseph
named his second
son Ephraim, for he
said, “God has made
me fruitful in this land
of my grief”’ (Genesis
41:51-52). Notice two
things. First, Joseph
looked at the past
and gave God thanks
(Continued on page 6)

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim Ashby
Chairperson
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service

The Bethlehem Star
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“Keep Your Eyes Open” (continued from page 1)
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

Our old church altar

people and things back
home really soon, and we
will have peace and everything will be hunkydory."
Jeremiah can't stand it.
He even gets a little sarcastic. "Amen!" he says. "I
hope the Lord does exactly what you said! But
you should remember
one thing: in the past, all
the real prophets foretold
terrible things, like war
and famine and sickness.
So when a prophet, like
you, shows up and foretells peace—well, we're
just going to have to wait
and see if what you say
comes true. Then we will
know if the Lord sent
you. Because I really
don't think so!"
Of course, we know the
end of the story. The other prophet was a liar, and
what he said did not
come true. And when we

look at human history, it's
still true that only the
crooks make promises
about an easy life. All
those advertisements
about doubling your money, losing 50 pounds, or
curing cancer—well, they
turn out to be lies. Life is
harder than that.
That's not to say that
good things never happen. God has promised
us forgiveness, joy, and
everlasting life. What
could be better than
that?
And yet, all those things
come with a heavy price.
Oh, not to us, although
we will certainly have
some suffering along the
way. But the real price
was paid by the Lord
Himself. To give us all
those good things, God
Himself became a human
being and walked the

long, hard road to Calvary. He joined in our suffering—no, better than that!
—He took our suffering
upon Himself, and set us
free. He took our place
and died our death. And
He rose from the dead to
share His victory and everlasting life with us, the
people He loves.
So yes, life is hard, as we
all know, and there are
no easy answers. But
there is One who has
overcome all trouble and
evil for us—our Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER: Lord, when I
have trouble, help me to
trust in You and not in
liars. Amen.
The Lutheran Hour
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo.

Reasons to be Thankful (continued from page 5)

devotions.lcccharities.org

for what He had brought
him through. And you
need to do that too.
Whether it’s stuff others
did to you, or stuff you
did to them, God’s grace
brought you through it.
There’s only one good
reason to bring up the
past, and that’s to remember how God guided, protected, and
blessed you in it. Sec-

blessed and taken care
of you. Turn off the complaining tap and turn on
the thanksgiving tap. ‘In
everything give thanks,
for this is the will of God…
for you.’
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me to see Your
grace in my life in the
past, present, and I know
in the future! Thank You.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen

www.lcms.org/witness

ond, Joseph looked at
the present. ‘God has
made me fruitful in this
land of my grief.’ Do you
remember a time when
you thought you wouldn’t make it? And when
others thought you
wouldn’t make it, too?
Look what the Lord has
done in your life! In spite
of the obstacles and the
opposition He has

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Mugnaini, Russell
Gallup, Andrew
Militello, Brittney
McGinnis, Jonah
Ridge, Kathleen
Sepulveda, Eileen
Ranallo, Danielle
Bernero, Ali
McGinnis, Linda
Gallup, Robert
Glass, Karen
Lonigro, Lisa
Lee, Lucas
Monson, Georgia
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Anniversaries

01-Jul
02-Jul
02-Jul
05-Jul
05-Jul
05-Jul
09-Jul
12-Jul
13-Jul
14-Jul
14-Jul
15-Jul
16-Jul
17-Jul

Saar, Tim
Schroeder, Raymond
Schultz, Steven
Walsh, Stephen
Virzi, Colleen
Hug, Debbie
Hardt, Carolyn
Eckert, Janet
Hart, Nicholas
Hansen, Amanda
Banko, Richard
Stawski, Kyle
Voss, Carl
Cravens, Ronald

17-Jul
17-Jul
17-Jul
17-Jul
18-Jul
20-Jul
21-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
25-Jul
27-Jul
28-Jul
30-Jul
31-Jul

Militello, Brittney & Mark
Dorothy & Tim Kosior
Loranz, Rick & Connie
Mork, Liz & Bryan
Blasinski, Cheryl & Douglas

09-Jul
22-Jul
23 Jul
25-Jul
29-Jul

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
6th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
7th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
8th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

27

28

29

30

31

5th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:45am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

