
òGloom & Doomó 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 
- Then the 

prophet Jere-

miah spoke 

to Hananiah 

the prophet in the pres-

ence of the priests and all 

the people who were 

standing in the house of 

the LORD, and the proph-

et Jeremiah said, "Amen! 

May the LORD do so; may 

the LORD make the words 

that you have prophesied 

come true, and bring 

back to this place from 

Babylon the vessels of the 

house of the LORD, and 

all the exiles. Yet hear 

now this word that I speak 

in your hearing and in the 

hearing of all the people. 

them that things are only 

going to get worse in 

their country if they don't 

repent. The king of Baby-

lon has already taken 

away a lot of people, 

their king, and some of 

the furnishings of the 

temple. And he's going to 

do worse than that, in 

the near future.  

 But there's this other 

man who also claims to 

be a true prophet. And he 

is telling everyone, "No, it 

isn't going to happen. 

God will bring all those 

(Continued on page 6) 

The prophets who pre-

ceded you and me from 

ancient times prophesied 

war, famine, and pesti-

lence against many coun-

tries and great kingdoms. 

As for the prophet who 

prophesies peace, when 

the word of that prophet 

comes to pass, then it will 

be known that the LORD 

has truly sent the proph-

et." 

 This passage from Jere-

miah always makes me 

laugh. Just to give you a 

little contextñas a proph-

et of the Lord, Jeremiah 

has been warning the 

people about their wick-

edness, and he has told 
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learn to do right! Seek 

justice, encourage the 

oppressed. Defend the 

cause of the fatherless, 

plead the case of the wid-

ow. Isaiah 1:17 

In New Testament times 

society had no welfare 

system. Thatõs why the 

apostle James wrote, 

ôReligion that Godé

acceptséiséto look after 

orphans and wid-

owsõ (James 1:27). This 

could be the kind of minis-

try youõve been looking 

for! The only qualification 

you need is the memory of 

how it feels to ôbe left outõ 

and the compassion to ôdo 

something about itõ. The 

following poignant letter, 

ôThe Story of Widowhoodõ, 

was written by a lady 

whose husband died. 

ôFirst numbness, then 

busyness. A million things 

to settle. Endless death 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Remember the Overlooked & Forgotten   

ATTENTION: 

 
NEW SERVICE TIME: 

     9:45am  

 

OFFERINGS to be 

dropped in plate in  

Narthex as you depart 

church 

 

COMMUNION  is by  

continuous distribution 

of bread & individual 

cup 
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been handed a rotten 

break, and we need 

friends. Signed, Forgot-

ten.õ Think of the differ-

ence you could make to-

day in somebodyõs life by 

being willing to seek out 

those that society so of-

ten overlooks and for-

gets. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

give me Your eyes to see 

those that are forgotten 

and overlooked and be 

there for them. In Jesusõ 

Name, Amen 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

 

 

Remember the Overlooked &Forgotten (continued from page 1) 

the hospital in a plastic 

bag. You empty the clos-

et and give all his things 

away. Itõs heartache like 

you wouldnõt believe. 

Every suit in his closet 

reminds you of a special 

place or time you shared 

together. A year has 

passed; youõre still in one 

piece. Then the blow! 

Your friends celebrate a 

birthday ð all couples. 

Youõre not included be-

cause youõd be a òfifth 

wheeló. Some wives may 

even consider you a 

threat. Please remember 

us. Donõt treat us like ex-

cess baggage. Weõve 

certificates and things to 

sign. Friends are so con-

siderate; caring support 

from relatives. You keep 

busy. But at night you 

pound the empty side of 

the bed in grief. Finally 

you close your eyes, 

throw his toothbrush into 

the garbage, and toss 

out the old work shoes 

you brought home from 

  

If you will not be in 

church Sunday because 

of COVID-19 fear we still 

want you to be a part of 

the proclamation of the 

WORD.  

We have a live stream 

option available: 

the link is:  
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCafqaP4-

ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ   
and the same in the 

You Tube app for  

mobile devices  

Monthly Update:      Sermons Available: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
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Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 813/451  $61.983.73  $44,415  $17,568.73  

May 31+ 28/27  $7,288.00  $2,115 +$5,173.00  

Jun 7+ 33/22  $2,470.14  $2,115 +$355.14  

Jun 14+ 35/22  $2,339.00  $2,115 +$224.00  

Jun 21+ 43/17  $1,604.00  $2,115 -($511.00) 

Jun 28+ 37/23     

YEAR  989/562  $75,684.87  $52,875  $22,809.87  

Godõs Treasure Report  

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

for the members of your fami-

ly. You save for college for 

your children. 

 But the one station that is 

usually thought of last is the 

church. Since the needs of 

the family and society are 

more immediate, the church 

is often given what is left 

over. This is not how it should 

be. Rather, we are to give of 

our first fruits ð the best from 

off the top ð even as Abel 

gave the best of his flock.  

 This requires forethought and 

intent. It means that you sit 

down and make a plan for what 

you will give from the begin-

ning. It means sticking to it 

even when it seems there are 

other more immediate and 

pressing things.  

 This is all the more necessary 

now as we enter into periods of 

time while giving is low due to 

high unemployment or re-

strictions on meeting in church 

to give. If we love God, his gifts 

of forgiveness given through 

the means of grace we receive 

at church and only at church, 

then we will support the church 

just as we love our country and 

our family.  

 For all that we have and all 

that we are is given to us by our 

gracious and giving God. He 

spared no expense for us and 

our salvation. He gave up His 

Son into death so that our sins 

are forgiven, and we will live. 

What is more, He provides for 

all that we need for this body 

and life. And our lives in this 

world, among these three 

spheres of the church, the fam-

ily, and society, are to mirror 

the generosity of the one who 

gave us life in all three by birth. 

 Donõt let the church, your di-

vine family, be ignored or even 

an afterthought. The church is 

nurturing you, bringing you up 

in salvation by Word and Sacra-

ment for eternal life.  

Stewardship: Donõt Forget the Church 

 òGood Teacher, what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?ó 

asked the rich young ruler. 

Jesus said, òYou know the 

commandments.ó And the 

ruler replied, òAll these I have 

kept from my youth.ó And 

Jesus said to him, òOne thing 

you still lack. Sell all that you 

have and distribute to the 

poor, and you will have treas-

ure in heaven; and come, 

follow me.ó (Luke 18:18ð22) 
 As we listen to this, one 

question is raised in our 

minds: Is Jesus speaking to 

us also or only to the rich 

young ruler? In other words, 

is Jesus telling us to sell all 

that we have and give it to 

the poor? As good Luther-

ans, we answer: No! But 

why? Why should we not 

sell all that we have and 

distribute it to the poor?  

 The simplest explanation is 

this: If we sold everything 

we have, our wife and our 

children would be neglect-

ed. In other words, to sell 

everything we have and give it 

to the poor would ignore, 

even abandon, those whom 

God has placed in our care. 

Our money, everything we 

have, is not to be used solely 

for the church. But that 

doesnõt mean it isnõt to be 

used for the purpose God 

intends.  

 Everyone has three stations 

in life, three spheres in which 

we live and are to be of ser-

vice to our neighbors. These 

stations are the church, the 

family, and society. We are 

members of all three of these 

by birth.  

*We are born into the church 

by water and the Word of 

God, and our duties to oth-

ers in the church arise from 

either our birth into the 

church or the birth of others 

by Baptism into it. 

*We are born into a family, 

and our duties to others 

stem from either our birth 

into that family or the birth 

of others into our family. 

*Finally, we are born into 

society, which is simply a 

further extension of our birth 

into our family. The duties we 

have toward other members 

of society come from either 

our birth or the birth of oth-

ers into the same society.  

 All that we have and all that 

we are is to be pressed into 

service for the church, the 

family, and society. If we 

were to sell all we have and 

give only to one, the other 

two would be neglected, and 

our duties toward them 

would falter.  

 So, consider your life and all 

that you have in light of 

these three stations. You pay 

taxes to support and help 

those in society. You provide 

food, clothing, and shelter 

"Making His House Your Home" 

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.   

To contribute online, visit our web site:  

www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose òDonationsó in the top banner  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/
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Bethlehem Church was 

dedicated on Sunday,  

Nov 4, 1951 it was built 

adjacent to the old church 

building 

circa 1900 Bethlehem 

Church (foreground) and 

School (background)   
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Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div., 

M.A. 

Office 708-453-1113 
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Secretary 

Elizabeth Gallup 
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òIn every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.ó  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

2 Chronicles 17: 3-5a, 6a - 

The LORD was with Je-

hoshaphat, because he 

walked in the earlier 

ways of his father David. 

He did not seek the 

Baals, but sought the 

God of his father and 

walked in His command-

ments, and not accord-

ing to the practices of 

Israel. Therefore the 

LORD established the 

kingdom in his hand. ... 

His heart was coura-

geous in the ways of the 

LORD. 

 Please note that Je-

hoshaphat's one, all-

absorbing aim was to 

have his country cove-

nanted with God! He 

brought his people to-

gether for prayer and 

contrition. If our nation's 

presidents, following the 

example of Washington, 

Lincoln, and other chief 

executives, would call the 

people to repentance, 

and if the country with 

one accord would confess 

its sins, we could start on 

the road to real national 

rebuilding. A contrite land 

humbled to its knees be-

fore the Ruler of the uni-

verse has more promise 

of peace in its repentant 

faith than a thousand 

treaties which leave no 

room for the Savior.  

 Here's is Scripture's own 

promise: "If My people 

who are called by My 

Name humble them-

selves, and pray and seek 

My face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven and 

will forgive their sin and 

heal their land" (2 Chroni-

cles 7:14). This is the Al-

mighty's pledge. It can 

never be broken. 

 Wise Jehoshaphat also 

recognized the im-

portance of the family in 

the life of the nation. 

Homes dedicated to 

God, he knew, were a 

strong bulwark of na-

tional happiness. Do we 

know this today? How 

can we expect God to 

grant us peace with oth-

er countries when many 

within our borders do 

not maintain peace in 

their own homes? Give 

your home to Jesus, and 

it becomes a protection 

for peace! 

 While Jehoshaphat 

foresaw the Messiah 

only dimly, we can look 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Courage of Jehoshaphat 


