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“Keep Your Eyes Open”
(Jesus said)
"Then the
kingdom of
heaven will
be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. For
when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no
oil with them, but the wise
took flasks of oil with their
lamps. As the bridegroom
was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was
a cry, 'Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.' Then all those virgins rose and trimmed

their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give
us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.'
But the wise answered,
saying, 'Since there will
not be enough for us and
for you, go rather to the
dealers and buy for yourselves.' And while they
were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and
those who were ready
went in with him to the
marriage feast, and the
door was shut. Afterward
the other virgins came
also, saying, 'Lord, lord,
open to us.' But he answered, 'Truly, I say to
you, I do not know you.'

Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor
the hour. Matthew 25:1-12
Staying spiritually awake
is crucial for believers. In
His parable of the ten
virgins in Matthew 25, Jesus told His disciples to
be ready. He capped it
off with an urgent statement: "Watch." Jesus'
words could not be more
appropriate than for our
generation. God is calling
us to be spiritually alive
and awake. Perhaps your
faith was once vibrant
and vigorous in its de(Continued on page 6)
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Your God Is Unlimited
Your God Is Unlimited
“Ah, Sovereign LORD,
you have made the heavens and the earth by your
great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is
too hard for you. Jeremiah
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community since 1898”
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ing with the other (see
Amos 9:13).
2) He is not limited by
lack. When the Israelites
left Egypt, God instructed
them to borrow the silver
and gold of their task32:17
masters. That’s because
God can solve any probthe Egyptians owed them
lem because He is not
400 years’ back pay with
bound by human limitainterest! And when they
tions:
obeyed God, He broke
1) He is not limited by
their chains of lack and
time. God can do in an
they got back everything
instant what would northat had been stolen
mally take years. ‘He
from them. Whatever Sasends his command to
tan has taken from you,
the earth; his word runs
God can restore and
swiftly’ (Psalm 147:15).
more (see Zechariah
He can speed up the nat- 9:12).
ural process of your heal- 3) He is not limited by
ing; He can accelerate
the Enemy. Moses told
your harvest of blessing
the Israelites, ‘The Egypso that you’ll be sowing
tians whom you see towith one hand and reap- day, you shall see again
no more forever’ (Exodus

Monthly Update:

14:13). How does God
deal with Satan’s power?
By increasing yours!
‘Greater is he that is in
you, than he that is in the
world’ (1 John 4:4). Satan took Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple, but
he couldn’t push Him
over – and he can’t push
you over the edge either.
So use God’s Word and
stand up to him!
4) He is not limited by
anything but doubt. He
made an axe-head float,
a donkey talk, and a
(Continued on page 6)

Sermons Available
If you will not be in
church Sunday because
of COVID-19 fear we still
want you to be a part of
the proclamation of the
WORD.
We have a live stream
option available:
the link is:
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCafqaP4ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ

and the same in the
You Tube app for
mobile devices
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Stewardship: Offering Ourselves to GOD
The sin of the world is
paid for. God’s Law has
been kept perfectly on
our behalf. The prophecies have all been fulfilled. Jesus Christ has
finished it all! And that,
dear Christians, should
fill us with complete confidence in our salvation.
Since Jesus has finished
all these things in His
self-sacrifice, we can be
fully certain our sins are
forgiven, and we have
everlasting life!
St. Paul wrote: “I appeal
to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your
spiritual worship.” Rom.

to Him an offering in
righteousness. Mal. 3:3
So, what does this
mean? In view of God’s
mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed
Himself to make us
pure, giving His entire
self into death – Paul
said that we are to sac-
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God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Difference

Year *

701/321

$48,955.59

$35,955

$13,000.59

May 3+

37/30

$2,768.14

$2,115

$653.14

May 10+

30/33

$6,960.00

$2,115

$4,845.00

May 17+

21/35

$2,230.00

$2,115

$115.00

May 24+

24/32

$1,070.00

$2,115

-($1,045.00)

YEAR

813/451

$61.983.73

$44,415

$17,568.73

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views

graciously qualified us, to
present ourselves to Him
as living sacrifices – to
live as His holy priests,
who offer Him acceptable
sacrifices through Jesus
rifice ourselves entirely Christ, all day, every day,
to God, offering Him our in our various callings.
whole lives. For our Sav- In the passages from Roior did not give Himself mans and 1 Peter, we
for us in part. So, we do hear several examples of
not give back to Him in Christian self-sacrifice:
part.
serving, teaching, encour12:1
We don’t offer ouraging, giving, leading,
We hear the same
selves to God just on
showing mercy, living
teaching in 1 Peter. “As
Sunday mornings or
peaceably with others,
you come to him, a living Wednesday evenings,
submitting to governing
stone, rejected by men
for example. Rather, we authorities and those over
but in the sight of God
give Him our whole
us in the workplace, wives
chosen and precious,
selves, all the time. We submitting to husbands,
you yourselves, like livunderstand that offerhusbands honoring wives,
ing stones, are being
ing ourselves to God as showing compassion, and
built up as a spiritual
living sacrifices involves suffering patiently in dohouse, to be a holy
the giving of our time. It ing good.
priesthood, to offer spir- requires us to be faithIn all these things, and in
itual sacrifices accepta- ful stewards of the time
all our other everyday acble to God through Jesus He has given us. Yes, it
tivities, we sacrifice ourChrist.” 1 Peter 2:4-5
means we devote to our selves by using our time,
It’s the very thing MalaSavior all our time. Oth- not just for our own benechi foretold of the Lord,
erwise we are not sacri- fit, but also and especially
that He would come and ficing our whole lives.
for the well-being of othpurify His priestly peoYou see, God both
ers. Work time, school
ple, that they may offer
teaches us, and has
time, exercise time, study

time, mealtime, chore
time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep
time – it’s all God’s gift to
us to use for purposes
that please and honor
Him.
This challenges us to
think about the way we
spend our time, how we
utilize our talents, and the
way we spend our treasures. Whatever it is I’m
doing, am I doing it “for
the Lord”? Col. 3:23 Am I
presenting God a living
sacrifice? Am I conducting
myself as a holy priest,
whose sacrifice is acceptable to God?
Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for
us, we offer ourselves
wholly to Him as living
sacrifices. This is following
Jesus in self-sacrifice. By
His saving mercy, yes, our
sacrifice is acceptable to
God. For the sake of Jesus’ finished work, God is
pleased with us.

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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Get Some Rest!
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

Then, because so many
people were coming and
going that they did not
even have a chance to
eat, he said to them,
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place
and get some rest.” Mark

ing and going that [He
and his disciples] did not
even have a chance to
eat, he said to them,
“Come with me…to a quiet place and get some
rest.” So they went away
by themselves…to a soli6:31
tary place’ (vv. 31-32). No
Why did Jesus take time time to eat, too many
out to rest? So that
people coming and going,
when He worked, He’d
no time to take care of
be at His best. And toyourself – does that deday He wants you to
scribe your life right now?
know that if you don’t
Some people say, ‘It’s
take a break, you won’t
better to burn out than
get one. He wants you to rust out.’ That’s poor adsurvive the long haul,
vice, plus it’s not scripturnot just the short sprint. al. You don’t burn out
And the first obstacle
when you’re in the will of
you need to overcome is God! Jesus said, ‘My yoke
guilt. That’s what makes is easy and my burden is
us workaholics. We feel light’ (Matthew 11:30).
guilty and tell ourselves, And the reason He could
‘There’s just so much to say that was because
do.’ Jesus handled life
people didn’t set His
differently: ‘Because so agenda, His heavenly Famany people were com- ther did. The psalmist

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

said, ‘He maketh me to
lie down’ (Psalm 23:2).
Wouldn’t you rather go
to the park by choice
than to the hospital by
force? The fact is God
won’t send you there,
but your own lack of wisdom can. Today Jesus is
saying to you, ‘Get some
rest,’ and if you’re wise
you will do it!
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me get some rest
so that I can actually be
more useful to You and
others! In Jesus’ Name,
Amen
devotions.lcccharities.org
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Let Jesus Tell You Who You Really Are

Jesus replied, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of
Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man,
but by my Father in
heaven. Matthew 16:17
Peter the apostle started out as Peter the fisherman. His father owned
a fleet of fishing boats,
and Peter probably
thought that one day
he’d end up running the
family business when
his dad was gone. But

when the Lord has a
plan for your life, He will
come looking for you!
Think about this fascinating interaction between Jesus and Peter:
‘He pressed them, “And
how about you? Who do
you say I am?” Simon
Peter said, “You’re the
Christ, the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.”
Jesus came back, “God
bless you, Simon…You
didn’t get that answer
out of books or from
teachers. My Father in
heaven…let you in on
this…now I’m going to
tell you who you are, really are”’ (vv. 15-18).
There’s an important
lesson here. When you

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

discover who Jesus is and
what He has done for
you, you discover who you
are and what He has
called you to do for Him.
There’s a lot more to life
than working forty hours
a week for forty years,
retiring with a pension,
and playing with your
grandchildren. Just as
surely as your DNA differs
from every other person’s
on the planet, so does
your individual destiny.
But to understand and
fulfil it, ‘you must be born
again’ (John 3:7). Jesus
said at the grave of Lazarus, ‘He that believeth in
me, though he were
dead, yet shall he
live’ (John 11:25). And
the One who raised Lazarus from the dead can
bring you to life spiritually, too. Seek Him and He
will also ‘tell you who
you…really are’.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, to You it is not
what I was, it is about
what You can make
me. I will get out of
the way so You can do
Your work in my life.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen
devotions.lcccharities.org

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim Ashby
Chairpersons
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service
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“Keep Your Eyes Open” (continued from page 1)
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

fense of the Gospel and
in its eagerness to share
the Good News with others. But now, your faith is
lax, spiritually inactive.
Be careful, friends.
If this is true for you, let
the words of the apostle
Paul speak to your heart.
"Besides this you know
the time, that the hour
has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than
when we first believed.
The night is far gone; the
day is at hand. So then
let us cast off the works
of darkness and put on
the armor of light. Let us
walk properly as in the
daytime, not in orgies
and drunkenness, not in

sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put
on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its
desires" (Romans 13:1114).
You see, the living Word
of God—Jesus Christ—is
your one and only hope!
God the Father sent His
Son to die on the cross
for you. And, when the
Savior died, God the Father accepted His sacrifice as full and complete
payment: a total pardon
for all your sins. And today, God's Holy Spirit
consoles your heart, assuring you that Jesus is
at the throne of God, in-

terceding on your behalf.
Be alert then, be watchful. Jesus will return like
a thief in the night (see 1
Thessalonians 5:2).
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, keep us ever mindful of the grace we have
received and the faith we
now hold dear. Keep us
alert and spiritually
awake unto life everlasting. In Jesus' Name we
pray. Amen.
From "Don't Fall Asleep: Be on
the Alert!" a sermon excerpt
from Rev. Dr. Wallace Schulz,
former Speaker of The Lutheran Hour

Your God Is Unlimited (continued from page 2)

Our old church altar

corpse come back to life
after four days, so you
don’t have a problem He
can’t solve. So rise up
and declare, ‘Nothing is
too hard for You.’

www.lcms.org/witness

Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me remember each
day that with You there
are no limits on what
You can do. In Jesus’
Name, Amen

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM
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Birthdays
Cowan, Candace
Wright, Kevin
Naylor, Paul
O'Connor, Rebecca
Woods, John
Saar, Steven
Diaz, Sabrina
Kilgore Jr, Mike
Lutzow, Cheryl
Glass, Melissa
Torres, Angelita
Eckert, Jim
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Anniversaries

01-Jun
02-Jun
06-Jun
06-Jun
06-Jun
09-Jun
07-Jun
12-Jun
13-Jun
14-Jun
14-Jun
15-Jun

Schmeiser, Sarah
Guhl, June
Lacalamita, Sharon
Bernero, Alex
Engel, Derrick
Gergen, Reinhard
Orr, Darlene
Arndt, Diana
Kugelberg, Kurt
Gallup, Lydia
Ranallo, Joseph
Sepulveda, Al

15-Jun
16-Jun
17-Jun
19-Jun
19-Jun
22-Jun
23-Jun
23-Jun
25-Jun
27-Jun
28-Jun
29-Jun

McGinnis, Harry & Linda
Kuhfuss, Gregory & Nancy
Gallup, Roger & Elizabeth
Erjavec, Gerald & Linda

12-Jun
15-Jun
16-Jun
28-Jun

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

June 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
2nd S. a, Pentecost
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Service (I)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
3rd S. a, Pentecost
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Service (I)
FATHERS DAY

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
4th S. a, Pentecost
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Service (I)

29

30

The Holy Trinity
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Service (I)

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:15am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

