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“On What Has Been Sown”
"On what has
now been
sown, Thy
blessing,
Lord, bestow; The pow'r is
Thine alone, To make it
sprout and grow. Do Thou
in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt
have the praise!
"O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee
here, May meet together
thus, When Thou and
Thine appear, And follow
Thee to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, Amen, Lord Jesus
come!
Jesus often used stories
of the soil—of seeds and
fruit, planting and har-

vesting—to teach His lessons about the kingdom
of God. In His parable of
the sower, a farmer scatters seed over a path, on
rocks, among thorns and
in good soil, where the
seed grows and bear
fruit. As Jesus explains to
His disciples, the seed is
the Word of God, and the
soil represents those who
hear the Word.
Whenever we gather for
worship, the seed of the
Word is scattered among
us as we hear the Scripture lessons and listen to
the Word as it is taught in
the sermon. The seed
may be scattered out of

hymns that celebrate the
story of our salvation. We
hear the words of our
Lord in His holy Supper.
We are the soil on which
the seeds fall.
Our hymn is a prayer,
asking God to bless the
seed of the Word that
was planted in worship, a
prayer that He might graciously "make it sprout
and grow" and raise a
harvest to eternal life. As
the apostle Paul explains, different individu(Continued on page 4)

Move While the Door is Open
Inside this Issue:
Restoration

2

Stewardship

3

Worship Anew

4

Holy Week Schedule

4

CU-Chicago Concerts

5

“But they all alike began
to make excuses. The
first said, ‘I have just
bought a field, and I must
go and see it. Please excuse me.’ Luke 14:18
Jesus told the story of a
man who planned a banquet and invited several
guests. Listen to some of
their excuses for not attending. ‘I’ve purchased
a field.’ ‘I’ve bought some
oxen.’ ‘I just got married.’
So the host said, ‘Not
one of those…who were
invited will get a taste of
my banquet’ (v. 24). May-

be you think you’re different, that you have a good
reason for saying no to
God. But is it worth missing your destiny for? When
God speaks to you, that’s
the moment of truth! At
that point you either make
a commitment or make an
excuse. There and then
you’re deciding your destiny! What is God asking
you to do? What’s making
you hesitate? Fear of failure? Fear of being criticized? Fear usually
comes dressed up as an
excuse. And every time

you waver or pull back,
you lay another brick in
the wall that will ultimately keep you from
reaching your Godordained destiny here.
God’s Grace and Salvation is still there for you
no matter if you missed
(Continued on page 5)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES: January 28, 2020

“Serving GOD and the
community since 1898”

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gerald Erjavec
847-671-1677
gerjavec@mindspring.com
Vice-Chairman
Ray Bernero
708-456-4344
bernero@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
Kurt Kugelberg
630-248-2571
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Marian Sperling
847-288-0334
mjsperling@sbcglobal.net
Financial Secretary
Tim Saar
847-455-2123
timsaar@gmail.com
Elders
Harry McGinnis
708-837-9753
hmcginni@triton.edu
Properties
Bob Schultz
schultzie44@att.net
At-Large
Liz Mork
708-453-2187
lizmork@comcast.net
Diana Arndt
847-455-5193
dlarndt623@yahoo.com

Attendance:
Pastor Gallup, Jerry Erjavec, Marian Sperling,
Diana Arndt, Liz Mork,
Bob Schultz, Ray
Bernero, Harry McGinnis,
Kurt Kugelberg
Opening Prayer: 7:03pm
Approval of past Minutes:
motion passed unanimously
Official Acts: none
Treasurer’s Report:
$48,845.05 in checking
account
Financial Secretary’s Report: emailed report
Pastor’s Report: Advent
dinner/service went well

Deacons Report: 2020
schedule available in
Narthex
Properties Report:
*Roof is complete; but
wall has yet to be started
(they have not sent a final bill appear to be waiting for work on wall)
*Chairlift-Village sent a
letter to either fix or remove (Ray will get the
necessary paperwork
completed for removal)
*2nd floor Drinking fountain needs new lower
handle for children
*will replace Multipurpose room lights next
week
*Peggy’s concern about

Picket Fence using basement bathrooms – it was
decided to place new
locks on the bathroom
doors if needed
Ad hoc committees: none
Vice Chairman’s Report:
none
Old Business: none
New Business:
Because of the continuing roof leak problems
and the fact that it affects our ability to rent
the space; Kurt introduced a motion: That we
retain an expert to determine the most cost effective way to either repair
or replace the gym roof.
(Continued on page 5)

Restoration
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to
save sinners — of whom I
am the worst. 1 Timothy
1:15
The apostle Paul writes, ‘I
persecuted the church of
God beyond measure
and tried to destroy
it’ (Galatians 1:13). Paul
had a criminal record. He
had the blood of innocent men and women on
his hands. Yet God used
him to write half the New
Testament, establish the
church, and carry the

name of Jesus into the
courts of Caesar. But
would you have trusted
him to be the leader of
your denomination, or
envisioned him teaching
great truths and introducing you to revelations he
received from heaven?
The Bible says, ‘God’s
gifts and his call are irrevocable’ (Romans
11:29). God never cancels our calling and He
never withdraws the spiritual gifts He gives us.
And if He does not, we
must not. How should we
handle a brother or sister

in Christ who goes
astray? With gentleness!
‘Brethren, if a man is
overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you
also be tempted. Bear
one another’s burdens,
and so fulfil the law of
Christ’ (Galatians 6:1-2).
Is restoring people sometimes messy? Yes. Is it
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Stewardship: Our Sufficiency ...
We are at the beginning
of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church
calls to our attention the
sufficiency of what God
gives. It points to the
sufficiency of God’s
grace in the atoning
work of Jesus. It shows
us the sufficiency of
faith in Jesus’ work for
us. It makes known the
sufficiency of God’s
Word in faith and life.
But Lent doesn’t just
remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual
gifts, the gifts that pertain to our redemption
and salvation. Lent also
reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical,
temporal gifts of God,
those that pertain to this
body and life. In other
words, it reminds us of
the importance of godly
contentment and of outward discipline and
training of the body.
This outward training of
the body teaches us not
to give in to every desire
of our flesh but to learn
to say no to them. And it
does this in such a way
that if you fail, it is no
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God’s Treasure Report
Date

Attendance

Income

Goal

Year *

Difference

141

$7,722.00

$8,460

-($738.00)

Feb 2

47

$2,842.00

$2,115

+$727.00

Feb 9

50

$2,128.00

$2,115

+$13.00

Feb 16

47

$1,552.00

$2,115

-($563.00)

Feb 23

51

$

-($.00)

YEAR

336

$14,805

-($561.00)

sin. It is a way to practice without putting
yourself into a compromising situation.
The easiest example of
this is fasting. When
you fast, you are practicing saying no to the
desires of your body.
But if you fail in this, if
you break your fast, you

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . 1 includes Advent, Christmas Eve & Day

have not sinned. You
have, though, learned
something about how
your flesh works, how
difficult it is to fight
against it, and how you
need help from above
in order to do it.
There is another example of this. It is almsgiving. This is an increase in giving to the
church and its mission
during this time. We all
know that our flesh
finds security in money
and stuff. By committing to give more to the

church, you are training
your flesh. You are, by this
outward discipline, training yourself to be content
with what God gives. You
are practicing saying “no”
to your desires. Again, if
you fail, you have not
sinned. But you’ve
learned just how powerful
your flesh is in leading you
instead of you leading it.
You’ve learned how you
need help from above in
being content with what
God gives.
This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:
“But godliness with
contentment is great
gain, for we brought
nothing into the world,
and[a] we cannot take
anything out of the

$14,244.00

world. But if we have
food and clothing, with
these we will be content. But those who
desire to be rich fall
into temptation, into a
snare, into many
senseless and harmful
desires that plunge
people into ruin and
destruction. For the
love of money is a root
of all kinds of evils. It
is through this craving
that some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced
themselves with many
pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10)
Our sufficiency is not of
ourselves; it is in God. Let
us learn this without sin
by training our flesh this
Lenten season.

Are you getting the Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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“On What Has Been Sown” (continued from page 1)
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

als—for example, pastors and teachers—will
plant and nurture the
seed, but it is "only God
who gives the growth" (1
Corinthians 3:7b). In the
soil of hearts made receptive by the Holy Spirit, the seed of the Word
thrives and bears fruit.
All of this seedscattering, planting, and
growth happens because one single Seed,
a grain of wheat, fell to
earth and died so that it
might bear fruit. This is
how Jesus spoke of His
death on the cross and
His resurrection from
the dead as the firstfruits of the harvest of
life and resurrection to
come (see John 12:23-24; 1
Corinthians 15:23).

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

As soil made receptive
by the power of the Spirit,
we have been born
again, "not of perishable
seed but of imperishable,
through the living and
abiding Word of God" (1
Peter 1:23b). Rooted deeply in Christ Jesus, we
grow and thrive. Joined to
our true Vine, we bear
the fruit of love and service that brings glory to
God.
In our hymn we pray that
all who received the seed
of the Word in our worship will meet together
again at the final harvest,
when Jesus returns to
gather us to Himself. Until that day we pray that
the Lord of the harvest
will continue to send His
workers—such as pas-

April 5 -Palm Sunday—9:15am
April 9 -Maundy Thursday —7pm
April 10 -Good Friday Service—7pm
April 12 -Easter Sunrise 7:45am
April 12 -Easter Service 9:15am

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.

tors, teachers, and missionaries—into the ripening fields. Come, Lord
Jesus!
PRAYER: Lord of the harvest, bless the teaching
and hearing of Your
Word. By the power of
Your Spirit, cause the
seed of the Word to
bear in our lives the fruit
of love and service.
Amen.
by Dr. Carol Geisler. It is
based on the hymn, "On
What Has Now Been Sown,"
which is found on page 921
of the Lutheran Service
Book.
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Move While the Door is Open (continued from page 1)
your first chance. God is
a God of “restarts” so
why wait? Author John
Mason says,
‘Opportunity is often lost
in deliberation.’ So if
God’s telling you to do
something, take His
hand and move forward
in faith. You can’t control the direction of the
wind, but by God’s grace

you can adjust your sails
to take you where you
need to go. The great
educator and scientist
George Washington
Carver said, ‘Ninety-nine
per cent of failures
come from people who
have a habit of making
excuses.’ Remember,
opportunity is a visitor:
don’t assume it will be

BOD MINUTES (continued from page 2)
We would like cost estimates on each option
and their recommendation as to which they
would suggest. After discussion the motion was
approved

next meeting February
25, 2020
Closing – Lord’s Prayer
7:53pm
Respectfully submitted
Kurt Kugelberg, Secretary

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

back tomorrow. Now is
the time – move while the
door is open!
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me to step out in
faith through the door
You open – knowing You
have it planned out and
You are with me for the
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
whole journey. In Jesus’
devotions
Name, Amen

Concordia University-Chicago Spring Concerts
Wind Symphony Tour Concert
March 20, 2020 at 8:00 PM
The Wind Symphony will perform their Spring Tour
Concert on Friday, Mar 20 at 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel of Our Lord. The Wind Symphony is conducted by
Dr. Richard R. Fischer.
Kapelle Tour Concert
March 21, 2020 at 7:30 PM
The Kapelle will perform their Spring Tour Concert
on Saturday, Mar 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel of
Our Lord. Kapelle is conducted by Dr. Charles P.
Brown.
Admission and parking are free.

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

Pull Tabs
PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program
We collect tabs to
benefit Ronald
McDonald House.
Drop them off
in the Narthex.
Many thanks!
Jim & Marion Ashby
Chairpersons
1-708-769-6624

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service
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Restoring Damaged People
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

Brothers, if someone is
caught in a sin, you who
are spiritual should restore him gently. But
watch yourself, or you
also may be tempted.
Galatians 6:1

We are too quick to criticize people because of
what they’ve been
through in life. In some
cases it’s because of
what they have done to
others, and in some cases because of what others have done to them. If
you’ve been to a secondhand shop you know
there are quality items at
discounted prices; you
just have to know what
you’re looking for. Jesus
does. In His eyes the
down-and-out may be
‘down’ but they’re not
‘out’. Peter’s sorrow over
denying Jesus ran so
deep that he decided to

go back to his old job as
a fisherman. Can you imagine the gossip around
the harbor? ‘That’s him,
the guy who turned his
back on Jesus.’ Peter
eventually became a
leader of the New Testament church. But be honest. Would you have voted him in as your pastor,
or been willing to listen to
anything he had to say?
Yet the first person Jesus
went looking for after He
rose from the dead was
Peter. Why? Because He
looks beyond our immediate problem and sees our
long-term potential. Jesus
remembered the words
He had spoken to Peter:
‘Satan has asked for you,
that he may sift you as
wheat. But I have prayed
for you, that your faith
should not fail; and when
you have returned to Me,

strengthen your brethren’ (Luke 22:31-32). The
foundational principle of
practicing medicine is
‘First, do no harm’. When
someone is damaged,
don’t damage them further. Love them, pray for
them, and seek to restore them.
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me join You in the
restoration business. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

Restoration (continued from page 2)

Our old church altar

easy? No. Paul says it’s
a ‘burden’, especially
when they’ve brought
embarrassment to God’s
redeemed family. But
that’s the point – they
are still our spiritual
family! And the world is
watching to see how we
treat them. If we throw
away those who stumble, why would the world
believe we wouldn’t do

www.lcms.org/witness

the same to them?
Think about it. If you
can’t find grace in the
family of God, where are
you going to find it?
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help me join You in Your
restoration business. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen
lutheranchurchcharities.org/
devotions

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM

Birthdays
Glass, Michael
Hermansen, Scotti
Johnson, Caitlin
Ghadosh, Helena
Naylor Jr, Paul
Schultz, Dale
Becerra, Nancy
Romberg, Kim
Kilgore, Susan
Diaz, Sarah
Engel, David
Kulik, Mary
Brandt, Emil
Tuchel, Jahnai
Erjavec, Allen
Sun
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Anniversaries

02-Mar
02-Mar
03-Mar
04-Mar
04-Mar
06-Mar
07-Mar
09-Mar
10-Mar
11-Mar
11-Mar
11-Mar
12-Mar
15-Mar
17-Mar

Moselle, Stefanie
Peavey, Sue
Robinson, Abby
Schroeder, Janet
Shabez, Jake
Steimel Jr, Karl
Arndt, Donald
Diaz, Michael
Engel, Christine
Hall, Gloria
McGinnis, Hannah
Bailey, Evelyn
Rundblad, Raymond
Rundblad, Robert

Mon

Tue

18-Mar
19-Mar
19-Mar
19-Mar
21-Mar
23-Mar
25-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
27-Mar
27-Mar
29-Mar
31-Mar
31-Mar

James & Gloria Hall
Tim & Angela Saar

03-Mar
12 Mar

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

March 2020

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
1st Sunday in Lent
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
2nd Sunday in Lent
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
3rd Sunday in Lent
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
4th Sunday in Lent
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (I)
10:30am Coffee &

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
5th Sunday in Lent
8:15am Bible Study
9:15am Service (C)
10:30am Coffee &

30

31

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:15am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

