
“Facing Life Head On” 

Mark 10:33-34 - 

(Jesus said) 

"See, we are 

going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of 

Man will be delivered over 

to the chief priests and 

the scribes, and they will 

condemn Him to death 

and deliver Him over to 

the Gentiles. And they will 

mock Him and spit on 

Him, and flog Him and kill 

Him. And after three days 

He will rise." 

 Do you want to grow in 

your faith? Do you want to 

grow closer to Jesus? The 

way forward is to follow 

Jesus' example of service 

and even suffering.  

heart how desperately all 

humanity needs a Savior. 

In lives of service, we see 

firsthand the necessity of 

repentance and feel the 

Savior's compassion for 

all people. 

 That's it! That's the way 

to present the Good 

News of Jesus. What you 

are experiencing in your 

life is real life. Don't wish 

for an alternate reality. 

Are you a parent strug-

gling with a child? Are 

you a caregiver running 

on fumes? Are you a 

teacher in a tough 

school, and underpaid at 

that? Are you a minister 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Facing the problems of 

life head on, disagreeable 

as they may be, increases 

your yearning for the Sav-

ior and His Word of grace 

and mercy. In serving oth-

ers, even to suffer with 

them, we begin to under-

stand firsthand how sinful 

this world is, how funda-

mentally flawed we are, 

and how we hurt others 

despite our best inten-

tions. In short, when you 

give up being preoccu-

pied with yourself and 

instead become focused 

on real people and their 

problems, then you start 

to get it. More and more, 

it gets into your head and 
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 Sermons on YouTube 

If you will not be in 

church Sunday because 

of COVID-19 fear we still 

want you to be a part of 

the proclamation of the 

WORD.  

We have a live stream 

option available: 

the link is:  
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCafqaP4-

ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ   
and the same in the 

You Tube app for  

mobile devices  

Thanks to those who helped to beautify our altar 

with their Easter lily donation 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
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“Serving GOD and the  

community since 1898” 
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Christ should know what 

we believe, and how to 

articulate it. …  

“It gives me great pleas-

ure, therefore, to publish 

this edition of Luther’s 

Small Catechism, for the 

benefit of all Christians, 

and most especially for 

my fellow Lutherans. I 

hope they will find this 

translation to be faithful, 

yet also clear, easy to 

understand, and a 

source of constant edifi-

cation.  

“By God’s grace, the light 

of Christ may yet shine 

through the darkness of 

this present age. Let us 

pray that it may be so.” 

Projects of CELPH are 

sponsored in part by The 

Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. 

Sri Lanka—From the Mission Field – Free, Online Catechisms  

website, “The text is es-

pecially formatted in easy

-to-read and accessible 

fonts, making it quick 

and hassle-free to refer-

ence, copy, print and dis-

tribute. Everyone … [is] 

invited to read, print and 

distribute the works for 

themselves and for oth-

ers, according to needs.” 

The Rev. Dr. Edward Nau-

mann, LCMS theological 

educator in South Asia, 

writes in the introduction 

to the English translation 

of the CELPH catechism, 

“Every church, every pas-

tor, and every Christian 

needs a catechism. We 

who believe in Jesus 

The Rev. Dr. Edward Nau-

mann, LCMS career mission-

ary and theological educator 

to South Asia, teaches in Co-

lombo, Sri Lanka, in 2018. 

Naumann serves as CEO of 

Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran 

Publishing House, which has 

published new, online transla-

tions of Luther’s Small Cate-

chism. (LCMS/Erik M. Luns-

ford)  
In December 2019, Cey-

lon Evangelical Lutheran 

Publishing House 

(CELPH) announced the 

release of downloadable, 

online versions of Lu-

ther’s Small Catechism in 

the languages of Sinhala, 

Tamil, English, Hindi, Ma-

rathi, Punjabi, Gujarati 

and Bengali. In addition, 

illustrated printed edi-

tions for Sinhala, Tamil 

and English are due to be 

released in Sri Lanka in 

2020. 

According to the CELPH 

hearty 

breakfast. 

I’m out 

the door by 6:20 for a 

morning prayer group in 

our basement clubroom 

where mission activities 

and Sunday service hap-

pen in the community of 

Havířov-Šumbark. Con-

versations with a few stu-

dents follow this prayer 

(Continued on page 6) 

Benjamin Helge has 

been serving with the 

LCMS since 2013. His 

role has expanded over 

the years, and he now 

coordinates all the GEO 

missionaries serving in 

Eurasia, while also teach-

ing English in local public 

schools and leading 

weekly mission clubs in 

both the English and 

Czech languages. During 

the summer months, 

Helge helps organize 

English Bible camps in 

the Czech Republic and 

Poland. 

Each day provides 

unique and varying op-

portunities. It’s 5:30 a.m. 

This morning, my alarm 

echoes throughout the 

apartment building. De-

votions with coffee — al-

ways coffee — and a 

International Mission- Czech Republic 

https://celph.lk/2019/12/02/catechisms-launched-for-a-billion-people/
https://celph.lk/2019/12/02/catechisms-launched-for-a-billion-people/
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Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 573 $27,232.69 $27,495 -($262.31) 

Apr 5+ 24/157 $8,256.52 $2,115 $6,141.52 

Apr 12+ 46/94 $2,475.69 $2,115 $360.69 

Apr 19+ 31/37 $7,675.69 $2,115 $5,560.69 

Apr 26+ 27/33 $3,315.00 $2,115 $1,200.00 

YEAR  701/321 $48,955.59 $35,955 $13,000.59 

God’s Treasure Report  

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

love for Him and for our 

neighbor. Genuine love is 

always love in deed (1 John 

3:18), love such as Jesus 

showed us all.  It is love 

that sees our neighbor in 

need and gives 

generously to help him. It 

is love that hears the 

Word of the Lord and 

does what it says. If we 

truly love, we give 

generously. If we give 

without love, our giving is 

not truly following Jesus. 

 Finally, we follow Jesus in 

generosity when we give 

for a good purpose to 

thank the Lord and sup-

port His gospel ministry 

and other works of mercy. 

The people of Israel gave 

generously for the service 

of God’s gospel purposes, 

to construct and support 

the operation of the taber-

nacle. For that was the 

place where the Lord re-

ceived the Old Testament 

sacrifices, through which 

He bestowed the for-

giveness of sins on His 

people. So, they gave 

abundantly – so abun-

dantly that they had to be 

told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5

-6) 
 In the same way, we 

should bring generous of-

ferings to support the 

Lord’s work of bestowing 

His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation in our 

congregations through the 

preaching and teaching of 

His Word, Baptism, and 

the Lord’s Supper. We 

should support the Lord’s 

work of caring for those 

who are poor and needy. 

 Our Savior calls us to fol-

low His example in gener-

ous giving. Let us then, 

with thankful hearts, re-

dedicate ourselves to fol-

lowing Him in generosity. 

Stewardship: Follow Him in Generosity 

 Our Savior calls us to 

follow Him in generosity. 

“For I have given you an 

example, that you also 

should do just as I have 

done to you.  ”( John 13:15) 

We cannot give our lives 

for the salvation of the 

world, of course. Praise 

God – that job’s already 

done! 

 But with hearts full of 

thanksgiving for what 

Jesus has given us, we 

can follow Jesus’ exam-

ple of generous giving. 

And this is not merely an 

example alone. It’s also 

our Lord’s command. 

“The one who contrib-

utes, (let him give) in 

generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

 So, when we give to 

help others who are in 

need, and when we 

bring offerings to the 

Lord, we should strive to 

heed His command and 

follow the pattern He 

has established for us. 

Jesus did not give us 

leftovers. He gave His 

best. So, we should not 

give leftovers, either, but 

the first and best of 

what He has given us. 

Jesus did not give as an 

afterthought, but accord-

ing to the plan of salva-

tion God established 

from the foundation of 

the world. 

 So, when it comes to 

our offerings to the Lord, 

we should make a 

thoughtful plan to give 

generously, in propor-

tion to the way He has 

blessed us. Like the 

Macedonian Christians, 

who gave according to 

their ability – and even 

beyond their ability (2 

Cor. 8:3) – we can and 

should give a generous 

portion of the income 

that God provides us to 

honor the Lord. 

 So also, we should give 

freely, just as Jesus 

gave freely for us. There 

is no compulsion in-

volved in our works of 

love and our offerings 

to the Lord. Nor do we 

give grudgingly. We 

should give freely and 

cheerfully because we 

want to out of thanks-

giving. “Each as he pur-

poses in his heart,” as 

the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) 

There is no New Testa-

ment ceremonial law 

involved here. Rather, 

we are free to give as 

generously as our Sav-

ior has given for us. 

 In the same way, our 

Lord teaches us to give 

generously out of love – 

"Making His House Your Home" 

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.   

To contribute online, visit our web site:  

www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/
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Bethlehem Church was 

dedicated on Sunday,  

Nov 4, 1951 it was built 

adjacent to the old church 

building 

circa 1900 Bethlehem 

Church (foreground) and 

School (background)   

Our Church Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div., 

M.A. 

Office 708-453-1113 

Home 708-456-9028 

 

Director of Music 

Linda Erjavec, B.A.  

847-671-1677 

 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Gallup 

708-453-1113x10 

 

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.”  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

Whether you turn to the 

right or to the left, your 

ears will hear a voice 

behind you, saying, 

“This is the way; walk in 

it.” Isaiah 30:21 

Jesus understood God’s 

strategic plan for His life 

– the redemption of hu-

mankind – and lived 

each day of His life in 

the light of it. At the end 

of His life He could pray, 

‘I have glorified You on 

the earth. I have fin-

ished the work which 

You have given Me to 

do’ (John 17:4). Strate-

gic planning is critical to 

success in any undertak-

ing. And as a redeemed 

child of God, your strate-

gy should come from 

God, otherwise pres-

sures and people can 

take you in the wrong 

direction. Jesus could 

easily have been side-

tracked by the demands 

of the crowd and the mis-

guided thinking of His 

disciples. How did He 

avoid that? By nights 

spent in prayer, and 

predawn meetings with 

His Father seeking guid-

ance. Jesus lived by this 

principle: ‘The Son can 

do nothing by himself. He 

does only what he sees 

the Father doing. What-

ever the Father does, the 

Son also does…I judge as 

God tells me. Therefore, 

my judgment is just, be-

cause I carry out the will 

of the one who sent me, 

not my own will’ (John 

5:19, 30). When seeking 

a plan for your life, the 

first book you should 

read is the Bible. Don’t 

adopt someone else’s 

plan unless God told you 

to do the same thing, or 

you’ll end up frustrated. 

You ask, ‘You mean God 

has a strategy and a 

plan for my life and that 

He will reveal it to me?’ 

Yes. ‘Your ears shall 

hear a word behind you, 

saying, “This is the way, 

walk in it.”’ 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

since You know all 

things why would I not 

look to You to Plan all 

things – especially my 

life. I surrender. In Je-

sus’ Name, Amen 
 

Ask God for A Strategic Plan  

Are you getting the 
Newsletter via Email?  

If not please give pastor 
your email address!  
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Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities 

www.devotions.lcccharities.org 

Read or listen to a great daily devotional  

Bring your inkjet or laser 
cartridges to the narthex! 

We return them for  a rebate 
For more information con-

tact: Peggy Shabez 

Deal with The Stress in Your Life  

COFFEE &…You’re invit-

ed to join others in Chris-

tian fellowship  every Sun-

day after worship service  

 Flower Chart 2020:   

We are all aware that 

flowers bring beauty to 

the altar as well as joy to 

the giver.  Payment can 

be made in advance or  

during the month in 

which flowers were  

requested.  

 God's blessings to each 

of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you 

may contact Liz Mork. 

River Grove 

Food Pantry 
“If everyone coming 

to church brought just 

one item each Sun-

day, think how many 

lives we could touch.”  

PLEASE USE OUR: 

Tuition Credit  

Shopping Program  
for current & future 

students of Walther 

High School    

shopwithscrip.com   
  Linda McGinnis,  

  Chairperson 

  708-681-1076 

We collect tabs to 

benefit Ronald 

McDonald House.    

Drop them off  

in the Narthex.  

Many thanks! 
Jim  & Marion Ashby 

Chairpersons 
 1-708-769-6624  

Pull Tabs 

1) Delegate the work to 

qualified people and trust 

them to do it. The es-

sence of good leadership 

is not about trying to do 

everything yourself, but 

getting it done through 

others. Or as nineteenth-

century evangelist D.L. 

Moody said, ‘Instead of 

trying to do the work of 

ten people, get ten peo-

ple to do the work.’  

2) Draw on God’s 

strength rather than your 

own. God told Moses, ‘My 

Presence will go with you, 

and I will give you rest.’ 

The word ‘rest’ means 

‘inner peace, well-being, 

security, and confidence’. 

And God’s will is for you 

to live that way. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

help me share the work-

load to get the “rest” You 

want to provide. In Jesus’ 

Name, Amen 

 

 

ATTENTION: 

 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

SERVICES at 9:15am & 

10:30am to keep within 

Illinois Public Gathering 

Limits  

 

OFFERINGS to be 

dropped in plate in  

Narthex as you depart 

church 

 

COMMUNION  is by  

continuous distribution 

of bread & individual 

cup 

 

on the run, planning ap-

pointments, meeting 

deadlines, and seeing 

everybody who wanted 

to see him. And the peo-

ple close to Moses were 

either too busy to notice, 

or too needy themselves 

to care that he was suf-

fering from exhaustion. 

But his father-in-law 

Jethro noticed it and 

said, ‘The thing that 

thou doest is not good. 

Thou wilt surely wear 

away…this thing is too 

heavy for thee; thou art 

not able to perform it 

thyself alone’ (Exodus 

18:17-18). Fortunately, 

Moses found the an-

swer. And it was in two 

parts:  

The LORD replied, “My 

Presence will go with 

you, and I will give you 

rest.” Exodus 33:14 

Is life overwhelming 

you? You’re not alone. 

Moses, one of the great-

est leaders in history, 

got so stressed out with 

the responsibilities he 

was carrying that he 

wanted to die. You say, 

‘Surely that wasn’t 

God’s will for him.’ 

You’re right. But it’s not 

enough to know God’s 

will, you’ve got to do 

things God’s way. Moses 

was working from early 

morning until late at 

night, six days a week, 

with no holidays and no 

time off. He was eating 
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circa 1927 Bethlehem 

Church & Parsonage prior 

to remodeling of church 

building which occurred in 

1928 

Our old church altar  

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM 

worn down by your con-

gregation, discouraged 

because they're not 

showing the love and joy 

of the Gospel? Are you a 

social worker or a volun-

teer at a food bank? Are 

you in jail? You're experi-

encing life, real and nas-

ty, in this world of sinful 

people. Jesus comes to 

bring redemption and 

hope to you and through 

you to the people in your 

world. In the midst of the 

day's problems, throw 

yourself into the arms of 

God. "Lord, to whom shall 

we go? You have the 

words of eternal 

life" (John 6:68b). 

 Like Jesus' first disciples, 

we too are walking with 

Him, walking to His suf-

fering and death, and 

each of us should be 

making our way in re-

pentance and sorrow for 

sins. "Weeping may tarry 

for the night, but joy 

comes with the morn-

ing" (Psalm 30:5b). That's 

promised to you by Jesus, 

who also says, "And if I go 

and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and 

will take you to Myself, 

that where I am you may 

be also" (John 14:3). Je-

sus has paved the way of 

our salvation for us; it is 

now for us to live our 

lives accordingly. 

 Therefore, as the hymn 

tells us, "Let us ever walk 

with Jesus, Follow His 

example pure; Through a 

world that would deceive 

us And to sin our spirits 

lure. Onward in His foot-

steps treading, Pilgrims 

here, our home above; 

Full of faith and hope and 

love, Let us do the Fa-

ther's bidding. Faithful 

Lord, with me abide; I 

shall follow where You 

guide." 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, give us strength to 

follow in the footsteps of 

Jesus. In His Name. 

Amen. 

 

From "Thrown into the Arms of 

God," a sermon excerpt from 

Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, former 

Speaker of The Lutheran Hour 

 

 

“Facing Life Head On” (continued from page 1) 

www.dignity4girls.org 

Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582 

 International Mission- Czech Republic  (continued from page 2) 

time, as others leave for 

work or school.  

An hour later, a new 

group arrives. This time 

it’s retirees coming to 

learn English basics, 

which is a way to further 

connect with the com-

munity. After singing 

123s and ABCs, I assign 

homework and we chat 

for a bit (many times 

about God). Then I head 

home for an hour to 

write emails and prep 

for English Talk Group, 

an English conversation 

and Gospel sharing 

gathering for high school 

students every Wednes-

day night.  

This week, I meet a 

friend for lunch: soup, 

meat, sauce and dump-

lings. I zip over to a 

Polish (but still in the 

Czech Republic) elemen-

tary/middle school for 

an afternoon lesson. On 

the way back through 

Havířov (population of 

75,000), I pick up Dan-

iel, a 15-year-old, new 

Lutheran who’s also 

now my godson. We 

talk, maybe read the 

Small Catechism, open 

Scripture and have 

some more coffee.  

Then it’s time for a 

powernap and an espres-

so. In the evening, I am 

back in the same base-

ment clubroom for a Lu-

theran church plant 

meeting and time of pray-

er with the Czech team. 

Upon returning home, I 

am grateful for the multi-

tude of opportunities God 

provides each day to 

meet people where they 

are and to share the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ with 

them. This day, as every 

day, is His. 

www.lcms.org/witness 



Bainter, Kimberly     03-May 

Kilgore, Michael      04-May 

Johnson, Mary       05-May 

Koterla, Thomas      05-May 

Hermansen, Alex     07-May 

DiFazio, Dominic     09-May 

Kempke, Bonnie     10-May 

Zefeldt, Susan       10-May 

Mangano III, Joseph   13-May 

Tuchel, Steven       15-May 

Mangano, Sally      19-May 

Mork, Elizabeth      20-May 

Puchta, Christopher    22-May 

Engel, Tana        26-May 

Cravens, Dianne     27-May 

Urban, Michael      27-May 

Carter, Helen       30-May 

Birthdays 
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Eckert, Jim & Janet       13 May 

Bailey, Tom & Evelyn      20-May 

Do you want to add to our Birthday  or  

Anniversary list?  Contact the Church Office:   

708-453-1113 or just send us a note! 

"Making His House Your Home" 

Note:  (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;  

May 2020 

Anniversaries 

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

     1 2 

3 

4th Sun of Easter 

9:15am Service (I) 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 

5th Sun of Easter 

9:15am Service (I) 

MOTHER’S DAY 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

6th Sun of Easter 

9:15am Service (I) 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 

7th Sun of Easter 

9:15am Service (I) 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 

Day of Pentecost 

9:15am Service (I) 

      



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
2624 Oak Street  

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898 

What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans 

-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.  

-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died 

a sacrificial death on the cross for all.  

-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.  

-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us. 

-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the  

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins. 

-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace, 

but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us. 

-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word, 

strengthens us to live for Him. 

-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of 

God brings us to Jesus our Lord.  

ADVANCE  
EQUIPMENT 

 MANUFACTURING  
COMPANY 

CHICAGO, IL 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:15am Service  

 Communion is celebrated every  

Sunday; common cup on the  

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113 

 PASTOR: 708-456-9028 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Please e-mail any articles you 

want included in the next  

newsletter to:  

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

bethlehemrivergrove.com 

8:15am Sundays— 
For all you Early Risers used to 

coming to the first service - Join 

us for coffee and a topical discus-

sion of the Bible with Pastor Gal-

lup.  Everyone interested in learn-

ing more about the Word are 

welcome!  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.org

