
"No Match for the Almighty" 

Jeremiah 20:7 - 

(Jeremiah 

said) "You are 

stronger than 

I, and You have pre-

vailed." 

 This confession, so mod-

ern and meaningful in its 

application, is 2,500 

years old. It's an admis-

sion wrung from the lips 

of Jeremiah after a bitter 

conflict with God. Be-

cause the prophet's ser-

vice to his Lord had 

brought opposition and 

locked him in the public 

stocks, Jeremiah would 

free himself from God, 

lead his own life, and defy 

heaven. Yet almost in the 

that "where sin in-

creased, grace abounded 

all the more" (Romans 

5:20b). 

 This is the great Gospel, 

the first chapter of which 

was written at Bethle-

hem. No simple word of 

pardon would suffice to 

return men to God. There 

had to be an overpower-

ing, eternal proof of our 

Father's compassion. No 

man, not even the most 

exalted; no angelic be-

ings in their holiness and 

(Continued on page 6) 

same breath he is over-

come by the conviction of 

his defeat, and unable to 

quench the "consuming 

fire" (Hebrews 12:29b) of 

God's Word within him. 

He exclaims, "You are 

stronger than I, and You 

have prevailed." 

 For the heart that trusts 

in Christ this confession, 

"You are stronger than I," 

becomes the battle-cry of 

faith. Beholding the Sav-

ior's love, we realize that 

God's compassion is 

greater even than His 

power, His mercy stronger 

than His justice; we 

know—and what a price-

less confidence this is!—
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"I want to walk as a child 

of the light; I want to fol-

low Jesus. God set the 

stars to give light to the 

world. The star of my life 

is Jesus. In Him there is 

no darkness at all. The 

night and the day are 

both alike. The Lamb is 

the light of the city of 

God. Shine in my heart, 

Lord Jesus. 

 "I'm looking for the com-

ing of Christ. I want to be 

with Jesus. When we 

have run with patience 

the race, We shall know 

the joy of Jesus. In Him 

there is no darkness at 

all. The night and the day 

are both alike. The Lamb 

is the light of the city of 

God. Shine in my heart, 

Lord Jesus." 

 We are fascinated by the 

beauty and mystery of the 

stars. Astronomers in-

dulge that fascination and 

add to our knowledge. As-

trologers with their horo-

scopes wrongly attribute 

to the stars the power to 

determine human events, 

a power the stars do not 

have. The stars are creat-

ed things, and their exist-

ence and movements are 

ordained by their Creator. 

"He determines the num-

ber of the stars; He gives 

to all of them their 

names" (Psalm 147:4). 

We have also named 

stars-Polaris, Rigel, Siri-

us, and many others. 

Named and nameless, 

the stars bring light to 

the night sky and help 

travelers find their way. 

The "star" that we love 

(Continued on page 2) 

"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" 
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"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light" (continued from page 1) 

We will live in the place 

that Jesus has prepared 

for us, a home that has 

no need of stars or sun 

"for the glory of God gives 

it light, and its lamp is 

the Lamb" (Revelation 

21:23b). 

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, as 

we await Your return, 

lead us by Your Word to 

walk as children of light. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

written by Dr. Carol Geisler. It 

is based on the hymn, "I Want 

to Walk as a Child of the 

Light," which is found on page 

411 of the Lutheran Service 

Book. The Lutheran Hour 

darkness at all" (1 John 

1:5b). 

 As we walk with Jesus in 

the light, and "run with 

patience the race" that is 

set before us, we look 

forward to what lies 

ahead. But we are not 

just enjoying the scenery, 

although we do appreci-

ate the beauty of the 

world our Creator has 

made. We are watching 

for the finish line, search-

ing for an event yet to 

come. We do not know 

when He will return, but 

we are "looking for the 

coming of Christ," that 

great day when our cruci-

fied and risen Lord will 

raise us bodily from 

death, as He was raised, 

and welcome us into His 

presence forever. The 

race we have patiently 

run will come to its end. 

and follow has a God-

given Name. "The star of 

my life is Jesus." 

 Our guiding star is the 

God who created the 

stars, and who was born 

among us to be our Sav-

ior. He said of Himself, "I 

am the root and the de-

scendant of David, the 

bright morning 

Star" (Revelation 

22:16b). Jesus, God the 

Son, took on human 

flesh to suffer the penalty 

of death that we de-

served for wandering 

from God's Word and 

ways, for following false 

stars. We are created 

anew in Baptism as chil-

dren of light, and now we 

follow Jesus, the bright 

sun and guiding star of 

our lives. As both Scrip-

ture and our hymn pro-

claim, in Him there "is no 

Be changed within by a 

new way of thinking.  
Romans 12:2 

What we consume deter-

mines our performance. 

That’s why you need to 

be careful what you feed 

your body, your children, 

your pets, and even your 

car. But what you feed 

your mind is equally im-

portant, especially when 

you consider these two 

laws that operate in life:  

1) The law of cogni-

tion. Your thoughts influ-

ence your emotions and 

your behavior. The Bible 

says, ‘For as he thinketh 

in his heart, so is 

he’ (Proverbs 

23:7). Jesus said a good 

tree can’t produce bad 

fruit, and a bad tree can’t 

produce good fruit 

(see Matthew 7:18). In 

other words, good think-

ing can’t produce bad 

results, just as bad 

thinking can’t produce 

good results.  

2) The law of expo-

sure. The Bible 

(Continued on page 5) 

Have the Right Mind-Fuel 
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Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 1353/827 $112,152.04 $82,485 $29,667.04 

Oct 4 27/16 $2,235.14 $2,115 +$120.14 

Oct 11 26/17 $1,555.00 $2,115 -($560.00) 

Oct 18 33/15 $1,245.00 $2,115 -($870.00) 

Oct 25 28/19 $1,719.00 $2,115 -($396.00) 

YEAR  1467/894 $118,906.18 $90,945 $27,961.18 

God’s Treasure Report  

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

His kingdom. 

 Thus, we place all that we have 

into God’s hands, and He never 

fails to remember us. He pours 

out the fullness of His promises 

upon us. We give thanks for all 

that He has done, is doing, and 

will continue to do. We give 

thanks by not taking for our-

selves, but, giving to all even as 

our heavenly Father has given 

to us. 

 As we prepare for the celebra-

tions of Thanksgiving, may we 

all give thanks continually for 

all that we are and all that we 

have because of God’s provi-

dential care. And may we be all 

the more diligent in bringing 

everything that we have re-

ceived from God to Him, so that 

He may bless it and employ it 

for the good of all – even for us. 

For to the one who has, more 

will be given, and he will have 

an abundance. 

 

Stewardship:  ...Our Blessings 

Our Father in heaven has 

claimed us as His own. By the 

shedding of His Son’s blood, 

His death for our sins, and 

His resurrection for our justifi-

cation, God the Father has 

received us back into His 

family. By water – combined 

with His Word, promise, and 

Name – the Holy Spirit has 

taken up residence in us. We 

belong to Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. He is in us, and 

we are in Him. And, being in 

Him, all things are ours. In 

Him, we are richly and abun-

dantly blessed. 

 Our true treasure is that we 

belong to the most Holy Trini-

ty, and everything that is His 

– righteousness, peace, eter-

nal life – also belongs also to 

us. Even our temporal treas-

ures are gifts from His father-

ly divine goodness and mercy. 

 We receive our treasures 

from Him, and thus, as good 

stewards of His varied grace, 

we manage them in such a 

way that they may be re-

turned to Him. We bring 

them to Him, hallowed 

through prayers of thanksgiv-

ing and God’s holy Word, as 

a sacrifice. 

 Thus, all our possessions, 

as gifts from God, are also 

sacrifices to Him. We eat to 

nourish our bodies. We 

share with our family, neigh-

bors, fellow Christians, the 

poor, and even our enemies 

as holy things given by the 

holy God. His temporal gifts 

are blessings to and for us, 

and they bring blessings up-

on us even as they are 

pressed into His service for 

"Making His House Your Home" 

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.   

To contribute online, visit our web site:  

www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner  

Everyone who com-

petes in the games 

goes into strict training. 

They do it to get a 

crown that will not last; 

but we do it to get a 

crown that will last for-

ever. 1 Corinthians 9:25 

 When you are eating 

too much. Studies con-

firm that today over half 

the population of the 

western world is eating 

too much. If you are one 

of the many people bat-

tling a problem of over-

eating, here’s the good 

news: God can help you 

win the battle! Often it’s 

not about what you are 

eating, it’s about what’s 

eating you. We overeat 

to find comfort and re-

lief from stress and anx-

iety, but it’s a short-term 

fix and it doesn’t work. 

The psalmist went di-

rectly to the root of his 

problem: ‘Search me… 

and know my heart; test 

me and know my anx-

ious thoughts. Point out 

anything in me that of-

fends you, and lead me 

along the path of everlast-

ing life’ (Psalm 139:23-

24). God can relieve the 

‘anxious thoughts’ within 

you. The Holy Spirit is the 

greatest therapist in the 

world. When you surren-

der and ask Him to take 

up residence within you, 

you discover that ‘the fruit 

of the spirit is…self-

control’ (Galatians 5:22-

23). He can give you the 

power to control your ap-

petite, and start living by 

the Scripture: ‘Whether 

you eat or drink, or what-

ever you 

do, do it 

all for the 

glory of 

God’ (1 Corinthians 

10:31). So make this your 

prayer today: 

Prayer: Heavenly Fa-

ther, “if you heal me, I will 

be truly healed; if you 

save me, I will be truly 

saved. My praises are for 

you alone’ (Jeremiah 

17:14). In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

Stand On God’s Word 

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/
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Bethlehem Church was 

dedicated on Sunday,  

Nov 4, 1951 it was built 

adjacent to the old church 

building 

circa 1900 Bethlehem 

Church (foreground) and 

School (background)   

Our Church Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div., 

M.A. 

Office 708-453-1113 

Home 708-456-9028 

 

Director of Music 

Linda Erjavec, B.A.  

847-671-1677 

 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Gallup 

708-453-1113x10 

 

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.”  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

Jesus said: “Be faithful 

unto death, and I will 

give you the crown of 

life” (Rev. 2:10). 

Our trials are enormous 

in these extraordinary 

days. The devastating 

consequences of sin 

and the brokenness of 

creation are everywhere. 

The members of Christ’s 

Body, His church, are 

never immune to such 

afflictions. 

It takes a resurrected 

Jesus authoritatively to 

instruct us: “Stop with 

the fear of future suffer-

ing.” Repent; do not fear 

what man can do to you 

in merely killing your 

body, but fear God who 

can destroy both body 

and soul in hell (Matt. 

10:28). “The fear of the 

LORD” — not fear of an 

earthly death — “is the 

beginning of wis-

dom” (Prov. 9:10). Your 

worrying is misdirected 

and dangerous. Anxiety 

over this earthly life is a 

contradiction of your faith 

in the Word of God, the 

very thing by which you, 

the righteous, live unto 

eternal life. 

Jesus speaks of being 

faithful — despite all mis-

eries, grief and persecu-

tion — to a first death, the 

death of your body. The 

baptized faithful who 

stand on such faith unto 

a first death will in no way 

be troubled by the threat 

of a second, that is, eter-

nal separation from God. 

Adam ate of the forbid-

den tree, which brought 

the possibility of this sec-

ond death upon all who 

followed. But the tree of 

the cross flourished by 

the water and blood that 

flowed from those holy 

wounds inflicted upon 

the Son of Man. Christ 

the Lord caused the 

firstfruits of salvation to 

sprout up in the fallen 

creation, the very place 

where sin and evil had 

arisen, announcing a 

blessing in peace to His 

disciples beforehand: 

“In the world you will 

have tribulation. But 

take heart; I have over-

come the world” (John 

16:33). 

There is no better time 

than now for the church 

to redouble her commit-

ment to God’s mission 

in Christ. 

 
Rev. Kevin D. Robson 

Chief Mission Officer, The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod 

 

Are you getting the 
Newsletter via Email?  

If not please give pastor 
your email address!  

Living in Faith in a Broken World by Kevin D. Robson  
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Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities 

www.devotions.lcccharities.org 

Read or listen to a great daily devotional  

Bring your inkjet or laser 
cartridges to the narthex! 

We return them for  a rebate 
For more information con-

tact: Peggy Shabez 

Have the Right Mind-Fuel 

COFFEE &…You’re invit-

ed to join others in Chris-

tian fellowship  every Sun-

day after worship service  

River Grove 

Food Pantry 
“If everyone coming 

to church brought just 

one item each Sun-

day, think how many 

lives we could touch.”  

PLEASE USE OUR: 

Tuition Credit  

Shopping Program  
for current & future 

students of Walther 

High School    

shopwithscrip.com   
  Linda McGinnis,  

  Chairperson 

  708-681-1076 

and make you 

wise’ (Colossians 

3:16). So when you need 

the right mind-fuel, re-

member: ‘God whose 

gracious Word can make 

you into what He wants 

you to be and give you 

everything you could 

possibly need’ (Acts 

20:32). 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

help me keep my mind 

pure with good and no-

ble and honoring to you 

things. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 
 

devotions.lcccharities.org 

says, ‘Do not…be 

shaped by this world; 

instead be changed 

within by a new way of 

thinking.’ You’ll always 

think about what you 

are exposed to the 

most. And given the vio-

lence, lust, and greed 

portrayed by the media, 

it’s not surprising that 

crime and immorality 

are on the rise. You 

can’t just say, ‘I’m going 

to read this magazine, 

watch this program, lis-

ten to this music, but it 

won’t affect me.’ Social 

science now confirms 

what God said all along 

– it does affect you! 

Where you go, what you 

read (or don’t read), 

what you watch, and the 

dreams you entertain all 

shape your mind. Paul 

writes, ‘Remember what 

Christ taught, and let his 

words enrich your lives 

(Continued from page 2) 

We have a live 

stream  availa-

ble the link is:  
https://

www.youtube.com

/channel/

UCafqaP4-

ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ   

Sermons 

The Lord had respect 

unto Abel and to his of-

fering: but unto Cain…he 

had not. Genesis 4:4-5 

Cain cultivated the 

ground, planted the 

seed, gathered the har-

vest, and offered God 

the fruits of his labors. 

He thought God would 

be impressed, and that 

He would feel obligated 

to bless him. But that’s 

not how it works! Abel, 

on the other hand, told 

God, ‘I did nothing. You 

created the lamb I’m 

offering. I’m just giving 

You back what’s Yours, 

and asking You to bless 

it.’ And God did! You 

can tell a lot about 

somebody by how they 

approach God. Some of 

us act like God owes us 

something. Others 

among us are so im-

pressed with our spir-

itual status and accom-

plishments that we feel 

the need to approach 

Him with lofty phraseol-

ogy and high-sounding 

‘thees’ and ‘thous’. But 

God isn’t impressed, so 

let’s get real! ‘The Lord 

had respect unto Abel 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Flower Chart 2020:   

We are all aware that 

flowers bring beauty to 

the altar as well as joy to 

the giver.  Payment can 

be made in advance or  

during the month in 

which flowers were  

requested.  

 God's blessings to each 

of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you 

may contact Liz Mork. 

How It Works! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
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circa 1927 Bethlehem 

Church & Parsonage prior 

to remodeling of church 

building which occurred in 

1928 

Our old church altar  

majesty, could meet the 

demands of God's jus-

tice. God gave His only 

begotten Son and sent 

Him from the riches of 

heaven to the poverty of 

earth. 

 No pardon that could 

leave any doubt or uncer-

tainty in our hearts would 

suffice. No ransom that 

left anything to man, that 

had to be earned or com-

pleted by human effort, 

could answer the plead-

ing heart of a sin-cursed 

world. So in His never-to-

be-fathomed mercy and 

in that endless love that 

goes out for every way-

ward, stubborn, selfish 

child of man Christ did 

everything. 

 Do not let the fears and 

sorrows of life keep 

Christ out, as though 

God, who "will neither 

slumber nor 

sleep" (Psalm 121:4b), 

had His eyes closed to 

your problems and anxie-

ties, as though He, the 

Ever-living, were dead 

and you had to fight your 

own battles! Instead, 

come before God and 

say, "Heavenly Father, 

'You are stronger than I' 

with my frail and faulty 

intellect. Help me to find 

the way through life! 

Show me the brightness 

in the gloom that sur-

rounds me! Give me Your 

truth against the multi-

plied falsehoods of men!" 

 When we thus lose the 

proud sense of our own 

importance as Jesus 

gains the ascendancy in 

our lives; when we be-

hold Him and confess 

with the prophet John 

who announced His com-

ing, "He must increase, 

but I must de-

crease" (John 3:30), then 

these words, "You are 

stronger than I, and You 

have prevailed," will be-

come the song of triumph 

which, pray God, you and 

I and all others in the fel-

lowship of faith may sing 

at the Savior's future 

coming. 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, may Your mercy and 

peace prevail over our 

lives. In Jesus' Name. 

Amen. 

 

From "God Prevails," a sermon 

excerpt from Rev. Dr. Walter A. 

Maier, the first Speaker of The 

Lutheran Hour 
 

 

 

"No Match for the Almighty" (continued from page 1) 

 How It Works! (continued from page 5)       

and to his offer-

ing.’ That’s because un-

like his brother, Abel 

wasn’t seeking credit for 

anything. He wanted 

God to have all the glory. 

That’s the kind of offer-

ing that moves God’s 

heart and invites His 

richest blessing upon 

our lives. So what are 

you offering God today? 

Your achievements? 

Your denominational 

credentials? Your self-

reliance? Your shallow 

emotion? If you are, 

don’t bother! The only 

thing He asks is that you 

humbly open your heart 

and let Him recreate you 

in the likeness of Jesus. 

When you do that, 

something wonderful 

happens. By downplay-

ing your own self-

interests and giving God 

an acceptable offering, 

not only will He receive 

and respect it, He will 

bless you and equip you 

to bless others too. That’s 

how it works! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

anything I have is Yours 

and because of You. 

Please shape and mold 

me into your likeness. In 

Jesus’ Name, Amen 

 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

 
n  

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM 
www.dignity4girls.org 

Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582 
www.lcms.org/witness 



Tuchel, Mike        03-Nov 

Kempke, Mat       04-Nov 

Schmidt, Jerry       04-Nov 

Garcia, Richard      05-Nov 

Schutt, Brad        06-Nov 

Guhl, Gina         07-Nov 

Glass, Stephanie     10-Nov 

Linden, Gary        10-Nov 

Hermansen, Ashley    12-Nov 

Helm, Daniel        13-Nov 

Kuhfuss, Nancy      13-Nov 

Cube, Linda        14-Nov 

Drennan, Timothy     14-Nov 

Graves, Daryl       15-Nov 

Graves, Les        15-Nov 

Banko, Catherine     16-Nov 

Bailey, Thomas      17-Nov 

Neuman, Gertrude    17-Nov 

Guhl, Jenni         20-Nov 

Ranallo, Robert      20-Nov 

Salerno, Cherie      21-Nov 

Schutt, Nancy       21-Nov 

Ranallo, Anthony     23-Nov 

Schmahl, Daniel      24-Nov 

Birthdays 
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Olson, Ronald & Beth        20-Nov 

Hansen, Robert & Sandylee   26-Nov 

O'Connor, Michael & Rebecca   27-Nov 

Voss, Carl & RuthAnn        30-Nov  

Do you want to add to our Birthday  or  

Anniversary list?  Contact the Church Office:   

708-453-1113 or just send us a note! 

"Making His House Your Home" 

Note:  (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;  

November 2020 
S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

1 

All Saints Day 

9:45am Service (I) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 

23rd S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 

24th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
Last S of Church Year 

9:45am Service (I) 

23 24 25 26 

THANKSGIVING 

27 28 

29 

1st S. in Advent 

9:45am Service (I) 

30      

Anniversaries 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
2624 Oak Street  

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898 

What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans 

-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.  

-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died 

a sacrificial death on the cross for all.  

-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.  

-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us. 

-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the  

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins. 

-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace, 

but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us. 

-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word, 

strengthens us to live for Him. 

-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of 

God brings us to Jesus our Lord.  

ADVANCE  
EQUIPMENT 

 MANUFACTURING  
COMPANY 

CHICAGO, IL 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:45am Service  

 Communion is celebrated every  

Sunday; common cup on the  

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113 

 PASTOR: 708-456-9028 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Please e-mail any articles you 

want included in the next  

newsletter to:  

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

bethlehemrivergrove.com 

8:15am Sundays— 
For all you Early Risers used to 

coming to the first service - Join 

us for coffee and a topical discus-

sion of the Bible with Pastor Gal-

lup.  Everyone interested in learn-

ing more about the Word are 

welcome!  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.org

