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"What God Ordains Is Always Good"
"What God
ordains is always good;
He is my
Friend and Father; He suffers naught to do me
harm,
Though many storms may
gather. Now I may know
both joy and woe; Someday I shall see clearly That
He has loved me dearly.
"What God ordains is always good: This truth remains unshaken. Though
sorrow, need, or death be
mine, I shall not be forsaken. I fear no harm, for
with His arm He shall embrace and shield me; So
to my God I yield me."

"What God ordains is always good." As of this
writing, the coronavirus
pandemic still rages
worldwide, bringing illness, death, financial
loss, and fear. How can
any of this be good?
Scripture tells us of God's
almighty power. He sent
devastating plagues
against Egypt, knowing
Pharaoh would not release the Israelite slaves
"unless compelled by a
mighty hand" (Exodus
3:19b). God gave His permission to Satan to test
faithful Job. At different
times, God allowed enemies to conquer His peo-

ple in
order
to
bring
Israel
to repentance. He has
said, "I form light and create darkness; I make well
-being and create calamity; I am the LORD, who
does all these
things" (Isaiah 45:7).
We have no biblical accounts or prophecies
concerning the specifics
of the coronavirus or detailing other disasters
that we experience today, but we know from
Scripture that God de(Continued on page 6)
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Acts 14:21-22 - They returned to Lystra and to
Iconium and to Antioch,
strengthening the souls
of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in
the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the
kingdom of God.
Pain makes us hurt and
cry; it makes us sad, exhausts us, and can anger
us. No one wants pain,
but we cannot escape it.
It's part of the sinful human tragedy we're all are
born into.
I must confess I too have

pains in my life. I am
pained by family, health,
and finances. I have noticed when I am in pain, I
often go to God and sometimes hear myself challenging Him: "Why did You
give this particular pain to
me? Are You there when I
am in pain? Are You happy
to see I am in pain?"
I'm not proud to ask
these questions. I'm not
pleased when I don't understand what the Lord is
trying to convey. Sadly,
too, when I'm in pain, I
never want to blame myself. Instead, I want to

place the blame for the
problems on others.
At least that's the way it
used to be.
Then, one day, I read an
article about a girl born
without the capacity to
feel pain. She didn't
know how certain things
could be bad or dangerous for her. Without
pain, it was easy for her
to cut her hands. With(Continued on page 2)
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out pain, she hardly noticed when boiling water
scalded her body. Incidents like these left her
scarred and contemplating suicide.
At the end of the article,
the author concluded
that pain is a "friend" of
sorts—like a wake-up call
to warn us. Through pain
we learn what is good
and bad for us.
Spiritually, the same is
true. Without pain, we
can't really know what is
eternally dangerous to
us. To help us grow and
learn, God may allow
pains or discomforts to
come. It's His way of

shielding us from something that could be far
worse.
There's one other thing
which must be said: God
never leaves us alone in
this pain. He is always
with us, making sure that
pain is constructive and
not overwhelming. In this
way, He teaches us and
gives us those blessings
that come from a faith
that leans on Him.
The apostle Paul knew
this well. "... a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to
harass me, to keep me
from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded
with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me.
But He said to me, 'My
grace is sufficient for
you, for My power is
made perfect in weak-

ness.' Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. For
the sake of Christ, then, I
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when I am
weak, then I am
strong" (2 Corinthians
12:7-10).
May we all have a faith
that trusts in God
through the difficult and
painful times of our lives.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, grant me faith to
trust in Your caring ways
in my life. In Jesus'
Name. Amen.
written by Myo Aundra Maw, a
member of LHM's field staff in
Myanmar. The Lutheran Hour

“Law of Location”
The LORD God took the
man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. Genesis 2:15
God created the Garden
of Eden, placed Adam in
it, and told him to ‘work
it’. God said, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply’ (Genesis
1:22). In other words, ‘Be
successful.’ But notice,
there’s a definite sequence.

First: God prepares a
place for you.
Second: He puts you in
it.
Third: He tells you to
‘work it’.
Fourth: He says, ‘I want
you to succeed.’
This is called ‘the law of
location’. You only flourish in the place where
you belong, doing what
God has called and
equipped you to do. And

you’ll have to work at it,
so don’t expect it to be
quick and easy. The law
of location is evident
throughout the Scriptures. After his lifechanging encounter
with God, we
(Continued on page 5)
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...Our Calling

We celebrate the Reformation at the end of
each October. The Reformation began on All
Saints’ Eve in 1517,
which was when Martin
Luther posted the 95
Theses to the door of
the Castle Church in Wittenberg. So, let’s hear
from Luther himself on
the topic of giving and
stewardship.
In the Small Catechism
under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives
specific Bible passages
to help Christians know
their duty in their various
vocations as members
of their family, society at
large, and in God’s family, the Church. Under the
heading “What Hearers
Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages
from the Bible, three of
which have to do with
giving to your local congregation. They are
these:
*“The Lord has commanded that those who
preach the gospel
should receive their living from the gospel.” (1
Cor. 9:14)
*“Anyone who receives
instruction in the word
must share all good
things with his instructor. Do not be deceived:
God cannot be mocked.

A man reaps what he
sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)
*“The elders
[presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well
are worthy of double
honor, especially whose
work is preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is
treading out the grain,’
and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1
Tim. 5:17–18)
Luther comments on
these passages in his
1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote:
“When Paul says ‘all
good things,’ this is not
to be taken to mean
that everyone should
share all his possessions with his preacher.
No, it means that he
should provide for him
liberally, giving him as
much as is needed to
support his life in comfort. … The apostle is so
serious in advocating
this topic of support for
preachers that he adds
a threat to his denunciation and exhortation,
saying: ‘God is not
mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do
not like to interpret
such passages; for they
seem to commend us,
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God’s Treasure Report
Date
Year *

Attendance

Income

Goal

1247/743 $104,786.90

Difference

$74,025

$30,761.90

Sep 6

20/25

$1,870.14

$2,115

-($244.86)

Sep 13

29/20

$1,550.00

$2,115

-($565.00)

Sep20

28/21

$1,935.00

$2,115

-($180.00)

Sep 27

29/18

$2,010.00

$2,115

-(105.00)

1353/827 $112,152.04

$101,485

$10,667.04

YEAR

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown
in the rest of the table . + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views

as in fact they do. In addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes these things diligently to one’s hearers.
Nevertheless, people
should be taught also
about this matter, in order
that they may know that
they owe both respect and
support to their preachers. Christ teaches the
same thing in Luke 10:7:
‘Eating and drinking what
they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages’;
and Paul says elsewhere
(1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you
not know that those who
are employed in the temple service get their food
from the temple, and
those who serve at the
altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same
way the Lord commanded
that those who proclaim
the Gospel should get
their living by the Gospel.’
It is important for us who
are in the ministry to
know this, so that we do

not have a bad conscience about accepting
for our work wages … it
happens when those who
proclaim the glory of God
and faithfully instruct the
youth derive their livelihood from them. It is impossible that one man
should be devoted to
household duties day and
night for his support and
at the same time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the
teaching ministry requires. Since God has
commanded and instituted this, we should know
that we may with a good
conscience enjoy what is
provided for the comfortable support of our lives
from church properties to
enable us to devote ourselves to our office.” (LW
27:125–126)

On-Line Giving/Offerings:
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.
To contribute online, visit our web site:
www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner
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Hearing People Think: Viewpoints on "Speaking of Jesus"
Bethlehem Church was
dedicated on Sunday,
Nov 4, 1951 it was built
adjacent to the old church
building

Our Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Roger Gallup, M. Div.,
M.A.
Office 708-453-1113
Home 708-456-9028
Director of Music
Linda Erjavec, B.A.
847-671-1677
Secretary
Elizabeth Gallup
708-453-1113x10

circa 1900 Bethlehem
Church (foreground) and
School (background)

Ever wondered
what other people
think about hidden
motives, fear, commonality, or villains? At "Speaking
of Jesus," an LHM
podcast that supports and supplements The Lutheran
Hour's weekly message,
you're in for some fascinating points of view.
Host Lutheran Hour
Speaker Rev. Dr. Mike
Zeigler and Producer
Jessica Bordeleau convene with guests each
week, discussing topics
ranging from know-how
and dysfunctional families to scars and mentors. It's a chance to
hear others speak from
the heart on matters of

"Speaking of Jesus"
is unscripted, but the
dialogue is focused
and on point.
You can find the podcast at lhm.org/
speakingofjesus/
One way to help others in their faith-walk
life and faith—and beis to share resources
cause it's a podcast, you
that are meaningful to
can listen in—anytime,
you. You can do that
anyplace.
with LHM's other pod"Speaking of Jesus" is an casts such as Action in
excellent resource for
Ministry, Daily Devoyour family to use togeth- tions, Sentido Latino,
er, too. Participants' view- Para el Camino (our two
points provide jumping-off Spanish-language podplaces to ignite your own casts), and others. You
in-house conversations.
can find them all
You can pause the podat lhm.org/podcasts/
cast, take a few minutes
default.asp
to reflect on the online
discussion questions, and
then jump back in!

Are you getting the
Newsletter via Email?
If not please give pastor
your email address!

“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God.” Phil 4:6
Would you like to submit a prayer request?
Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer
chain.
Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior
708-724-6582
susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net
We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to
God.
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“Law of Location” (Continued from page #)

Great Doors & Great Challenges

read, ‘Jacob called the
place Peniel, saying, “It
is because I saw God
face to face, and yet my
life was
spared”’ (Genesis
32:30). That’s when
God changed his name
from Jacob, which
means ‘deceiver’, to Israel, which means ‘a
prince with God’. God
spoke to the prophet
Elijah in the middle of a
famine and said, ‘Go at
once to Zarephath…I
have directed a widow
there to supply you with
food’ (1 Kings 17:9).
Eden was the place
of fruitfulness. Peniel
was the place of radical change. Zarephath
was the place of divine supply. Question:
are you in the place God
wants you to be? If
you’re not sure, talk to
Him today. ‘I am the

because a great door for
effective work has
opened to me, and there
are many who oppose
me. 1 Corinthians 16:9
Nothing becomes truly
great until it overcomes
something that looks insurmountable. Paul
writes, ‘I will stay on at
Ephesus until Pentecost,
because a great door for
effective work has
opened to me, and there
are many who oppose
me’ (vv. 8-9). Great doors
of opportunity always
come with great challenges, and each challenge

Lord your God, who
teaches you to profit,
who leads you by the
way you should
go’ (Isaiah 48:17).
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
let me go and flourish
where You have intended me to be – not necessarily where I want to
be. Let me follow Your
leading. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen
devotions.lcccharities.org

calls for greater faith
and persistence.
Think about it: if outstanding success
came easily, everyone
would have it. And if
everyone had it, it
wouldn’t be outstanding success. How
does a caterpillar become a butterfly? By
overcoming the cocoon. And the cocoon
is so essential to the
process that the caterpillar actually creates it. Wouldn’t it be
easier just to stay in
(Continued on page 6)

Flower Chart 2020:
We are all aware that
flowers bring beauty to
the altar as well as joy to
the giver. Payment can
be made in advance or
during the month in
which flowers were
requested.

God's blessings to each
of you who donate flowers. Any questions you
may contact Liz Mork.

Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities
www.devotions.lcccharities.org
Read or listen to a great daily devotional

Sermons
We have a live
stream available the link is:
https://
www.youtube.com
/channel/
UCafqaP4ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ

PLEASE USE OUR:

Tuition Credit
Shopping Program

River Grove
Food Pantry
“If everyone coming
to church brought just
one item each Sunday, think how many
lives we could touch.”

for current & future
students of Walther
High School

shopwithscrip.com
Linda McGinnis,
Chairperson
708-681-1076

Bring your inkjet or laser
cartridges to the narthex!
We return them for a rebate
For more information contact: Peggy Shabez

COFFEE &…You’re invited to join others in Christian fellowship every Sunday after worship service

The Bethlehem Star
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"What God Ordains Is Always Good" (continued from page 1)
circa 1927 Bethlehem
Church & Parsonage prior
to remodeling of church
building which occurred in
1928

sires our salvation. He
created us to live in paradise, as Adam and Eve
once did. Yet we, like our
first parents, choose otherwise, rebelling against
God's Word and will, preferring to rule our own
lives in a created world
that suffers with us in "its
bondage to corruption" (Romans 8:21b).
But before the foundation of the world, God
chose us, by grace alone,
to be His own. He sent
His Son to suffer the penalty of death that we deserve, to restore to us the
life in paradise that we
rejected through our sinful rebellion. Through Jesus' redeeming work,
God is now our "Friend
and Father." Storms still
gather in this fallen
world, and each day we
experience "both joy and

woe." Yet in "sorrow,
need, or death" we know
that God will never forsake us. We may not, in
most sorrowful circumstances, recognize the
"good," but we can be
certain "that for those
who love God all things
work together for good,
for those who are called
according to His purpose" (Romans 8:28).
Our human intellect can
never fully understand
God's almighty power. It
is not for us know His
reasons or to expect, during this earthly life, the
answers to all of our
questions. One day, in
God's presence in paradise, we will see clearly
that even through pandemic, fear, and loss, He
loved us dearly, embracing and shielding us in
ways we could not see or

imagine.
We do not
have the
answers
to every question, but we
can be confident in this:
"For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things
to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate
us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our
Lord" (Romans 8:38-39).
PRAYER: Almighty Lord,
lead us to trust Your
promises, confident that
what You ordain is always
for our good. Amen.
written by Dr. Carol Geisler. It
is based on the hymn, "What
God Ordains Is Always Good,"
which is found on page 760 of
the Lutheran Service Book.
The Lutheran Hour

Great Doors & Great Challenges (continued from page 5)

Our old church altar

the warmth and comfort
of the cocoon? On days
when the caterpillar
struggles to get out of it,
he probably thinks so!
But deep down, he
knows the price of freedom. Flight and discovery require struggle, development, and breakthrough. There is no other way! Why did Jesus
send His disciples into a
life-threatening storm?

www.lcms.org/witness

To teach them to trust
Him in all of life’s situations. Soon He’d be
leaving them, and He
was using every experience to prepare them
for their future. So what
are you struggling to
overcome right now?
Instead of complaining
and asking God to take
it away, see it for what it
is – preparation. So if
God is opening doors of

www.dignity4girls.org
Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582

opportunity for you, be
prepared for challenges,
because you can’t have
one without the other.
Prayer: Heavenly Father,
to the tasks that You call
me for – they are impossible, EXCEPT by You and
Your paving the way for
them to happen. It is NOT
me but YOU. In Jesus’
Name, Amen

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM

Birthdays
O'Connor, Michael
Robinson, Deanna
Ridge, Ronald
Guhl, Crystal
Sepulveda, Brittany
Husby, Sarah
Brame, Quintin
Diaz, Stephanie
Steimel, Elizabeth
Husby, Cole
Romberg, Jim
Virzi, Madelyn
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Anniversaries

01-Oct
02-Oct
03-Oct
04-Oct
04-Oct
05-Oct
06-Oct
08-Oct
09-Oct
10-Oct
16-Oct
17-Oct

Naylor, Janet
Burke, Sharon
LeDuc, Mackenzie
Nicely, Duane
Olson, Ronald
Kuhfuss, Gregory
Lee, Loryn
Castillo, Amy
DiFazio, Trisha
Thompson, Heidi
Nicely, Renata
O'Connor, Baily

20-Oct
21-Oct
21-Oct
23-Oct
25-Oct
26-Oct
27-Oct
28-Oct
28-Oct
28-Oct
29-Oct
30-Oct

Sue & Mark Peavey

10-Oct

Do you want to add to our Birthday or
Anniversary list? Contact the Church Office:
708-453-1113 or just send us a note!

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
17th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
18th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19th S. a, Pentecost
9:45am Service (I)

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
REFORMATION DAY
9:45am Service (I)

26

27

28

29

30

31

Note: (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
2624 Oak Street
River Grove, Illinois 60171

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898
What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans
-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.
-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died
a sacrificial death on the cross for all.
-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.
-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us.
-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins.
-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace,
but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us.
-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word,
strengthens us to live for Him.
-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of
God brings us to Jesus our Lord.

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113
PASTOR: 708-456-9028

NEWSLETTER
Please e-mail any articles you
want included in the next
newsletter to:
kugelberg@sbcglobal.net

8:15am Sundays—
For all you Early Risers used to
coming to the first service - Join
us for coffee and a topical discussion of the Bible with Pastor Gallup. Everyone interested in learning more about the Word are
welcome!

ADVANCE
EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY
CHICAGO, IL

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
bethlehemrivergrove.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 9:45am Service
Communion is celebrated every
Sunday; common cup on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.

