
"Permission to Love Yourself" 

1 Thessalonians 

5:23-28 - Now 

may the God 

of peace Him-

self sanctify 

you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul 

and body be kept blame-

less at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. He who 

calls you is faithful; He 

will surely do it. 

 Just about every friend I 

have is on a diet right 

now. Even the neighbor-

hood kids aren't eating as 

many Twinkies, for some 

reason. I don't know 

about you, but I feel abso-

lutely starved while watch-

ing TV ads for pepperoni 

pizza, extra-moist des-

privilege of reading a 

book listing our faults 

and telling us how to get 

rid of our hang-ups. 

 "Assert yourself!" 

"Vegetarians have more 

fun!" "Learn to say no!" 

"Learn to say yes!" "Jog 

your way to nirvana for 

fun and profit!" Yep, 

we've heard them all be-

fore, more than a few 

(Continued on page 6) 

serts, and old-fashioned 

lemonade. More often 

than not though, the TV 

turns right around and 

makes me feel fat and 

guilty by touting diet 

plans and exercise ma-

chines. 

 If all of us were satisfied 

with ourselves, it probably 

wouldn't take long until 

diet products passed out 

of our lives forever. But 

most of us are not satis-

fied with ourselves. May-

be it's because all kinds 

of people are only too 

glad to tell us what we're 

doing wrong. Sometimes 

the advice is free. Often 

we pay $14.95 for the 
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Philippians 1:6 - And I am 

sure of this, that He who 

began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ. 

 It's very interesting to 

watch a master potter 

work, especially if you 

can track the whole pro-

gress of making a single 

bowl. 

 First, he prepares the 

clay, which involves wet-

ting it, beating it, cutting 

it, and kneading it over 

and over again. 

 It often takes several 

hours over two or three 

days to make the clay 

just right. 

 When the clay is ready, 

the potter places it on a 

wheel that spins, while he 

presses on it to make the 

shape emerge. He pushes 

and pulls and cuts and 

carves until the shape he 

has in mind comes into 

being. 

 Then, he sets it on a shelf 

for a few days to dry be-

fore firing it. 

 After the first firing, the 

potter applies glaze to the 

bowl. The glaze is a very 

thin clay with chemicals 

that will change into beau-

tiful colors as they melt. At 

this point, the piece still 

looks like some carefully 

shaped and hardened 

mud. 

 The final firing heats the 

bowl to over 2,000 de-

grees Fahrenheit. This 

makes the bowl very 

hard and durable. It also 

reveals the colors and 

designs the potter has 

applied to the surface. 

 Only after the clay has 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“God at Work” (continued from page 1) 

purpose. 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, Master Potter, melt 

me, mold me, fill me, use 

me. This I ask with confi-

dence in the Name of the 

Savior whose life, death, 

and resurrection has 

made me Yours. In Jesus' 

Name. Amen. 

 

written by Sosana Yousef, a 

volunteer with LHM in the Mid-

dle East. 

 This is why He will, with 

the patience of a potter, 

keep on working, forgiv-

ing and training you, 

throughout your entire 

life. He may even turn up 

the heat or give you 

times of rest and peace—

all part of His grand de-

sign for you. He will do 

what is necessary for 

your greater good. 

 The most important 

point to remember is 

this: God loves you and 

in His hands You are be-

ing shaped to His good 

been beaten, shaped, 

stretched, and fired can 

we see the beauty that 

was in the mind of the 

potter from the very be-

ginning. 

 Therefore, remember 

that the Triune God is the 

Master Potter of your life. 

He has great hopes and 

plans for you. Granted, 

you may not like the way 

He works on you, but His 

shaping through life's cir-

cumstances is part of the 

process He uses to make 

you into what He wishes. 

Hebrews 11:6 - And without 

faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for whoever 

would draw near to God 

must believe that He ex-

ists and that He rewards 

those who seek Him. 

 Probably most people, at 

one time or another, 

have asked, "Where is 

God?" or "Does He care?" 

 Amazingly, both believ-

ers and non-believers 

ask this question, with 

some differences, of 

course. 

 For instance, a believer 

may not understand the 

Lord's will or timetable, 

but he believes the Lord 

cares. Said another way, 

his question might sound 

something like this: "Why 

hasn't the Lord revealed 

Himself in a way that I 

am able to understand?" 

 In contrast, when a non-

believer asks these ques-

tions, he may be saying 

there is no God, and if 

there is, knowing Him 

would be impossible. An-

other way of showing his 

question might be this: 

"Why doesn't God make 

Himself known to me by 

proving it in a way that's 

obvious?" 

 All in all, the difference 

between the two is this: 

in tough situations the 

believer accepts God's 

wisdom and control. His 

prayer is for patience, 

and to say as Jesus said, 

"Not My will, but Yours, 

be done" (Luke 

22:42b). On the other 

hand, the non-believer 

challenges God, ne-

glecting to believe in 

Him unless he has irref-

utable proof. 

 To make this practical, 

turn to the Gospels and 

take a look at two sto-

ries from Jesus' life. 

The first is when He is 

with His disciples on 

the storm-tossed Sea 

of Galilee. In frustra-

tion, fear, and with a 

shaky faith, they come 

to Jesus saying some-

(Continued on page 4) 

“Here for Us” 



Volume 14, Issue 9 September 2020  Page 3 

Date Attendance Income Goal Difference 

Year * 1097/642 $90,032.76 $63,450 $26,582.76 

Aug 2 28/18 $2,295.00 $2,115 +$180.00 

Aug 9 29/21 $6,195.14 $2,115 +$4,080.14 

Aug 16 31/19 $2,165.00 $2,115 +$50.00 

Aug 23 33/20 $2,040.00 $2,115 -($75.00) 

Aug 30 29/23 $2,059.00 $2,115 -($56.00) 

YEAR  1247/743 $104,786.90 $74,025 $30,761.90 

God’s Treasure Report  

*The Year row are the totals for this calendar year prior to but NOT including the dates shown 

in the rest of the table .  + includes weekly Lenten Service numbers/web views 

God to convict the hearts 

of hearers of their sin and 

to encourage, admonish, 

and exhort them to do 

good works in accordance 

with God’s will. They are 

to preach and teach the 

Gospel, the full for-

giveness of their sins ac-

complished by Christ and 

received through faith, not 

by works. They are to ad-

minister the means of 

grace in accordance with 

the Gospel and the Word 

of God. They do all this for 

the young and old alike, 

for those who are near 

and far off. Those who 

hear and learn are to sub-

mit themselves to their 

preachers and teachers. 

They are support them by 

their prayers and their 

gifts.  

 Each of these callings 

from God place a duty on 

us. They make a claim on 

our presence; on our pray-

ers; and our time, talents, 

and treasures. So, 

“Whatever your hand 

finds to do, do it with all 

your might” (Eccl 9:10). 

Pray for your family, your 

government, and your 

church. Give of yourself by 

means of your time, your 

talents, and your treas-

ures to your family, your 

government, and your 

Church. That is what it 

means to be faithful in the 

tasks that God has given 

us. That is what it means 

to do it with all your might. 

Stewardship:  ...Our Calling 

“Whatever your hand 

finds to do, do it with all 

your might” (Eccl 9:10). 

God bids us to be faith-

ful in the tasks He calls 

us to do. He calls us to 

be members of a family 

(husbands and wives; 

fathers and mothers; 

sons and daughters). He 

calls us to be members 

of society (those who 

govern and those who 

are governed). And He 

calls us to be members 

of His family, the Church 

(those who preach and 

teach and those who 

hear and learn). Each of 

these callings from God 

places a duty on us. 

 As members of a family, 

husbands are given the 

duty to die for their 

wives as Christ gave His 

life for His bride, the 

Church; while wives are 

given the duty to respect 

their husbands and sub-

mit themselves to them 

as the Church does to 

Christ. Fathers and 

mothers are to raise 

their children in the fear 

and admonition of the 

Lord, teaching them the 

Ten Commandments, 

the Creed, the Lord’s 

Prayer, and the Scrip-

tures concerning Bap-

tism, Confession, the 

Office of the Keys, and 

the Lord’s Supper. Chil-

dren are to honor their 

parents throughout 

their lives, and even 

when their parents are 

no longer alive, serving 

and obeying them, lov-

ing and cherishing 

them, and speaking 

well of them. 

 As members of society, 

God calls those who 

govern to bear the 

sword, that is, to punish 

those who do evil (those 

who live contrary to 

God’s will) and to re-

ward those who do 

good (those whose lives 

are lived in conformity 

with God’s will). Those 

who are governed are to 

obey their leaders as to 

the Lord Himself, for 

their leaders bear the 

sword of God’s tem-

poral justice for a pur-

pose. 

 As members of God’s 

own family, the Church, 

He calls those who 

preach and teach to do 

so in faithfulness to His 

holy Word. To preach 

and teach the Law of 

"Making His House Your Home" 

On-Line Giving/Offerings:  
You can now schedule contributions to Bethlehem online through VANCO.   

To contribute online, visit our web site:  

www.BethlehemRiverGrove.com and choose “Donations” in the top banner  

ATTENTION: 
NEW SERVICE TIME: 

     9:45am  

OFFERINGS to be 

dropped in plate in  

Narthex as you depart 

church 

COMMUNION  is by  

continuous distribution of 

bread & individual cup 

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.com/
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“In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known unto God.”  Phil 4:6 

Would you like to submit a prayer request?   

Prayer is very powerful & Bethlehem has a powerful prayer 

chain.   

     Sue Peavey, Chief Prayer Warrior 

    708-724-6582 

    susanpeavey@sbcglobal.net 

We will do the rest and many prayers will be made known to 

God. 

thing like this: "Lord, if 

You cared about us, 

You'd do something 

about this storm." That's 

when Jesus stood up 

and silenced both wind 

and wave with a word. At 

the same time, He re-

buked His disciples for 

their lack of belief (see 

Mark 4:35-39). 

 A second instance of 

someone asking about 

Jesus' concern comes 

from Golgotha. There, 

one of the malefactors 

turned to the dying Sav-

ior and said, "If You real-

ly are the Christ 

(something the criminal 

doubted) then prove it 

by saving Yourself and 

us" (see Luke 23:39-

43). This man demand-

ed a proof from God, 

unaware of the for-

giveness God was offer-

ing. Scripture is silent 

concerning his outcome. 

 I'll leave you with a little 

story that may help show 

how God works in our 

lives. 

 It begins with a man 

whose barn had been 

struck by lightning and 

was burning. While the 

fire was being fought, the 

farmer called his insur-

ance agent. When he got 

no answer, he expressed 

his worry and frustration 

loudly enough for others 

to hear. He then blurted 

out sharply, "Where is 

that insurance man when 

you need him!?" 

 At that moment, a volun-

teer fireman shouted 

down from a ladder: "I'm 

here, putting out your 

fire!" 

 Just like the Lord—acting 

on our behalf, working 

behind the scenes, and 

always doing the best for 

us. 

Always. 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, when questions 

arise and I'm searching 

for answers, give me the 

faith to know that You 

exist and are always 

here for us. In Jesus' 

Name I pray. Amen. 

 

Based on a sermon, "Thy Will, 

Not Mine," by Rev. Dr. Ken 

Klaus, former Speaker of The 

Lutheran Hour 
 

Are you getting the 
Newsletter via Email?  

If not please give pastor 
your email address!  

“Here for Us” (continued from page 2) 
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Daily Devotion-Lutheran Church Charities 

www.devotions.lcccharities.org 

Read or listen to a great daily devotional  

Bring your inkjet or laser 
cartridges to the narthex! 

We return them for  a rebate 
For more information con-

tact: Peggy Shabez 

Come Back to God! 

COFFEE &…You’re invit-

ed to join others in Chris-

tian fellowship  every Sun-

day after worship service  

River Grove 

Food Pantry 
“If everyone coming 

to church brought just 

one item each Sun-

day, think how many 

lives we could touch.”  

PLEASE USE OUR: 

Tuition Credit  

Shopping Program  
for current & future 

students of Walther 

High School    

shopwithscrip.com   
  Linda McGinnis,  

  Chairperson 

  708-681-1076 

the righteousness of 

Christ (see 2 Corinthians 

5:18-21). 2) The 

ring. This was a signet 

ring with the family seal 

that gave him back au-

thority to do business in 

his father’s name. 3) 

The shoes. Household 

servants didn’t wear 

shoes, only family mem-

bers did. He returned 

home thinking the best 

he could hope for was a 

job in the servants’ quar-

ters. But his father not 

only restored his identity 

and authority, he re-

stored him to full son-

ship in the family. 4) The 

party. Back then when 

you rebelled against 

your father’s authority 

and left home, they con-

ducted ‘a ceremony of 

shame’, which meant 

you could never return. 

Not this father – he 

threw a party! The point? 

Because Jesus took our 

shame! ‘For God made 

Christ, who never 

sinned, to be the offer-

ing for our sin, so that 

But the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law 

muttered, “This man 

welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” Luke 

15:2 
The Bible says concern-

ing the Prodigal 

Son: ‘When he was a 

great way off, his fa-

ther…had compassion…

ran…fell on his neck and 

kissed him.’ The truth is, 

you’re not beyond the 

reach of God’s grace, so 

your future can be great-

er than your past! When 

he was ‘a great way off’, 

his father ran to him. 

Why? Because his rela-

tionship with his son 

wasn’t based on perfor-

mance, but on the fact 

that he’d given him life 

and brought him into 

the family. When you 

think about the things 

his father gave him that 

day, you realize the sig-

nificance of each 

item. 1) The robe. That 

confirmed his identity as 

a son. God doesn’t see 

you in your weakness; 

He sees you clothed in 

We have a live 

stream  availa-

ble the link is:  
https://

www.youtube.com

/channel/

UCafqaP4-

ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ   

Sermons 

we could be made right 

with God through 

Christ’ (2 Corinthians 

5:21). The word for you 

today is – come back to 

God! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, 

no matter how far at 

times I stray – thank You 

for being the Waiting Fa-

ther that by Your grace, 

welcomes and brings me 

back. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 
devotions.lcccharities.org 

 Flower Chart 2020:   

We are all aware that 

flowers bring beauty to 

the altar as well as joy to 

the giver.  Payment can 

be made in advance or  

during the month in 

which flowers were  

requested.  

 God's blessings to each 

of you who donate flow-

ers. Any questions you 

may contact Liz Mork. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafqaP4-ijPt2rANJ0Ie0FQ
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circa 1927 Bethlehem 

Church & Parsonage prior 

to remodeling of church 

building which occurred in 

1928 

Our old church altar  

Sundays-6am-WGN 720AM 

hundred times. 

  Are you satisfied with 

yourself? I hope so, be-

cause God made only 

one of you. You are very 

precious to Him. "What 

you are is God's gift to 

you," as the modern prov-

erb goes, and God's gifts 

are always worthwhile 
(see James 1:17). 

 The adage ends, of 

course, with "What you 

make of yourself is your 

gift to God." While our 

culture is fixated on out-

ward appearances, I 

seem to have a case of 

terminal acne. I may not 

exit adolescence until I'm 

40. If we let ourselves 

become paralyzed by so-

ciety's demands though, 

we won't have much time 

to work on making our-

selves gifts to God. 

 Loving yourself doesn't 

mean "anything goes," 

and letting yourself go 

with it. Setting goals for 

both the short and long 

term helps me assert self

-discipline and makes for 

better days ahead. Also, 

in deciding upon goals, 

it's good to keep in mind 

that God sees not as man 

sees. As it is written in 1 

Samuel: "For the LORD 

sees not as man sees: 

man looks on the out-

ward appearance, but the 

LORD looks on the 

heart" (1 Samuel 16:7b). 

 What would you like your 

life to be like? Do you 

love yourself enough to 

make change possible? 

Jesus calls us to Himself, 

so we can live our best 

life possible. He has told 

us, "I came that they may 

have life and have it 

abundantly. I am the 

Good Shepherd. The 

Good Shepherd lays 

down 

His life 

for the 

sheep" (John 10:10b-11). 

 By Jesus' loving work on 

my behalf—living, dying, 

and rising from the grave 

to new life—He has made 

all who trust in Him by 

faith victorious over life, 

with all its demands and 

expectations. Jesus loves 

me, and because He 

loves me, I can love me, 

too. 

PRAYER: Heavenly Fa-

ther, we are all made in 

Your image. Teach us to 

love ourselves, even 

when we feel unlovely. In 

Jesus' Name. Amen. 

 

From The Lutheran Layman, 

October 1978 issue, "Loving 

Me," by Jane Fryar 

 

 

"Permission to Love Yourself" (continued from page 1) 

www.dignity4girls.org 

Contact: Sue Peavey 708-724-6582 

 The Power of Testimony (continued from page 5)       

www.lcms.org/witness 



Loranz, Connie       02-Sep 

Pagen, Brad         04-Sep 

Sepulveda, Lynette     06-Sep 

Militello, Ricky        11-Sep 

Virzi, Lennart        11-Sep 

Bowersox, Timothy     14-Sep 

Kuhfuss, Michael      14-Sep 

Saar, Eric           14-Sep 

Becerra, Paul        15-Sep 

Bassi, Carol         16-Sep 

Brandt, Julian       16-Sep 

Husby, Cali          16-Sep 

Lonigro, Jimmy       17-Sep 

Narvaez, Phyllis      17-Sep 

Virzi, Linnea         19-Sep 

Erjavec, Gerald       20-Sep 

Shabez, Dave        23-Sep 

Sheldon, Janet       24-Sep 

Cyphers, Lilliana       25-Sep 

Hansen, Nicole       27-Sep 

Nicely, Debora        29-Sep 

Birthdays 
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Virzi, Bob & Judy          09-Sep 

Schultz, Steven & Donna      24-Sep 

Zefeldt, Daniel & Susan      25-Sep 

Do you want to add to our Birthday  or  

Anniversary list?  Contact the Church Office:   

708-453-1113 or just send us a note! 

"Making His House Your Home" 

Note:  (C) denotes Common Cup Communion Service and (I) denotes Individual Cup Communion Service;  

September 2020 
S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 

14th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

7 

 

LABOR DAY 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 

15th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 

16th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 

17th S. a, Pentecost 

9:45am Service (I) 

28 29 30    

Anniversaries 



Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
2624 Oak Street  

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

Celebrating God’s Love since 1898 

What We Teach and Confess As Lutherans 

-There is one true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

-All People are born in sin, and we sin against God every day.  

-Jesus Christ is our Savior. He is true God and true man. He came from heaven, lived a perfect life in our place and died 

a sacrificial death on the cross for all.  

-Jesus rose from the dead on the third day and opened the gates of heaven to all who trust in him.  

-God accepts all who believe in Jesus even though there is no merit or worthiness in us. 

-So that we might believe in Jesus, God has given us the ministry, which is the preaching of Christ and the  

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these, God also gives us the forgiveness of sins. 

-When God brings people to faith, He also produces many good works in our lives. These are done, not to earn grace, 

but to do God’s will and please him. We love him because he first loved us. 

-God has given every man, woman and child a calling in life. Within that calling He directs us, and through His Word, 

strengthens us to live for Him. 

-The Bible is the inspired Word of God. The Bible is free from all error and contradiction in all that it says. The Word of 

God brings us to Jesus our Lord.  

ADVANCE  
EQUIPMENT 

 MANUFACTURING  
COMPANY 

CHICAGO, IL 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:45am Service  

 Communion is celebrated every  

Sunday; common cup on the  

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday & individual cup 

on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  

CHURCH: (708) 453-1113 

 PASTOR: 708-456-9028 
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Please e-mail any articles you 

want included in the next  

newsletter to:  

kugelberg@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

bethlehemrivergrove.com 

8:15am Sundays— 
For all you Early Risers used to 

coming to the first service - Join 

us for coffee and a topical discus-

sion of the Bible with Pastor Gal-

lup.  Everyone interested in learn-

ing more about the Word are 

welcome!  

http://www.bethlehemrivergrove.org

